Appendix 1

Appendix 2
Colin Brown
18 Reagal Street
Pooraka SA 5095
Hon Jenny Macklin MP
Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
PO Box 6022
House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
jmacklin.mp@aph.gov.au

Dear Minister
My name is Colin Brown. I am an Anangu man from Ernabella in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara
Yankunytjatjara (APY) Lands in north-western South Australia. My wife, Yayimpi, is on
dialysis, so we are living in Adelaide, a long way from our home country.
The nearest renal services to Ernabella are in Alice Springs. Alice Springs is about 450
kilometres from Ernabella, in the Northern Territory. The Alice Springs Hospital says they
cannot provide dialysis for people from the APY Lands because they say the APY Lands are in
a different State, not the Northern Territory - although our people used to always go to
Alice Springs for dialysis before. When Alice Springs first got dialysis machines and staff I
believe that they would have been given them to provide services for Anangu people from
the APY Lands. Now they say “no” if we are on one side of a line on a map and “yes” if we
are on the other side. For us Anangu, our families and our lands cross over the lines that
whitefellas have made for the State and Territory borders.
Alice Springs is too far from the APY Lands for our people to be able to live in their home
country and travel for dialysis three times a week, but it is much closer to home than
Adelaide which is about 1400 kilometres from Ernabella.
When my wife needed to go on dialysis this year we were told she could not be on dialysis in
Alice Springs and had to go to Adelaide. She was told to go down to Adelaide by herself and
stay at Luprina Hostel. We decided we wanted to stay together as a family and so with
Yayimpi and my family, I drove down to Adelaide.
It was very hard. We had no house. We stayed at Amelia Campbell’s place for a while.
Yayimpi found going on dialysis was a hard thing for her. After a while with lots of people
supporting us we did get a house. But it is hard. We can’t just go back home and stay there
if we feel sick of Adelaide, we have to stay here now. More of my family want to come and
be with us.

I know quite a few Anangu who are on dialysis or soon will be. They cannot go to Alice
Springs. They will be stuck here in Adelaide too. For the rest of their lives they have to be
near the dialysis machine. They will need their families to come down to Adelaide too, if
they end up on dialysis.
Some people might be able to stay at Port Augusta where there is a renal unit but that is still
a long way from home for Anangu.
There is also a big problem for Anangu who are on dialysis in Adelaide when a family
member dies. They either have to stay in Adelaide and not be part of sorry business back in
the APY Lands, or they have to rush up and back in three days. A day travelling up and a day
travelling back doesn’t leave much time to just be there. They used to be able to book in at
Alice Springs for dialysis so their stay in the APY Lands could be extended. It seems they
can’t do that now.
I believe that the best thing would be for a renal unit to be located in the APY Lands, maybe
at Umuwa or else at the old folks’ home in Ernabella. I have some ideas about using the
water from the dialysis unit for a vegetable garden or to grow fruit trees.
There seem to be more and more Anangu who are needing to go on dialysis. If we had a
renal unit in the APY Lands people could still live in their communities and on their country
and have dialysis. Families would not have to move a long way away from their own places.
Maybe to start off on dialysis they would still have to go to Alice Springs or Adelaide, but
then they could come home and have dialysis in the APY Lands.
If we had a renal unit in the APY Lands it would help the Alice Springs and Adelaide hospitals
because they would not have so many people needing their machines. Some Anangu who
are living on dialysis in Adelaide and Alice Springs would be able to go home. This would
free up not only dialysis machines but also houses and other services in those places.
I am asking for you to support my request for a dialysis unit in the APY Lands and to raise my
request with the relevant people in Government.
Yours sincerely

Colin Brown
8th November 2009

Appendix 3
Leonard Burton
110 Alma Street
Woodville West 5011

Hon John Hill
Minister for Health
GPO Box 2555
Adelaide SA 5001

minister.health@health.sa.gov.au

Dear Minister
My name is Leonard Burton. My homeland is Wallany near Amata in the APY
Lands.
I’m writing because I have a problem with my kidneys. I have had to leave my
country and my people to come down to Adelaide because I am on dialysis.
There is no dialysis machine in the APY Lands and we cannot go to Alice Springs
any more for dialysis. I need help from you as the Minister for Health to help
me and my Anangu people have a dialysis machine on the APY lands.
There are more Anangu getting kidney problems and they are going to have
the same problem too and have to leave their homes and come to Adelaide.
So I am writing to help these people too.
When we go on dialysis we have to leave the APY lands. We have to go and be
strangers a long way from our own people and our own country. We feel sad
being such a long way from our country. Everything is different and we feel
like we are losing our culture.
I am a leader for my community up at Amata. I always talk really strong for
Anangu tjuta. I am a member of the APY Executive, but it is hard to be so far
away and to have to talk with the rest of the committee over a conference
phone.
I am an elder for my Law. I have many responsibilities in my culture. I work
hard for my people, for good things for them. Up in the Lands people respect
me. People listen to me. But down here I feel lost.

I feel like important things in my life are slipping away. If I was able to be up in
Lands and on dialysis it would be different.
We do things up there a different way. Down here it is hard for everything.
We don’t know how to live in the city, it is so different. I feel like government
workers don’t respect me and keep telling me I’m doing the wrong thing.
Instead of getting to know me they seem like they just think I’m a problem.
This makes me feel no good.
I think that this is how other Anangu feel too.
It is also hard being such a long way away from our bush tucker – you can’t get
good bush tucker down here. Our bush tucker is healthy food and makes you
feel good when you eat it. I miss it.
I hope you can support us Anangu as we ask for a dialysis machine on the
Lands.
I hope one day, when there is a dialysis machine available, I might be able to
meet you up in the Lands.
Yours sincerely

Leonard Burton
February 2nd 2010

Appendix 4

Yayimpi Brown
18 Reagal Street
Pooraka SA 5095

Hon John Hill
Minister for Health
GPO Box 2555
Adelaide SA 5001

minister.health@health.sa.gov.au

Dear Minister
My name is Yayimpi Brown. I am in Adelaide for dialysis. It is really, really hard in
Adelaide.
I come from a community called Ernabella and I really want to go back there. It is my
home up there, not here in Adelaide.
Also, in Adelaide it costs too much money for rent, electricity and water. We always
have a problem with rubbish. We have a lot of rubbish and even though we use the
wheelie bins it costs $200 or $300 for a skip to take the rubbish away all the time.
HousingSA says that if we don’t get rid of the rubbish in 14 days they will close our
house. What happens to us then?
If they close our house where will I stay? I am on dialysis. I cannot go to Alice
Springs any more. I cannot get dialysis in my home community. Where will I stay?
Do I sleep in a park or somewhere? Or go back to the community... but in our
communities there is no dialysis - I would die. And I can’t go back there because
there is no house for us there anymore.
Sometimes I feel really worried and sad. I worry for going back up to my community.
I want my family to be together up on the lands. Being on dialysis puts problems on
me and my husband – I feel angry and we end up arguing and angry with each other.
I feel really tired and weak after four hours of dialysis. I don’t feel good. I can’t eat
supper, or breakfast or lunch. I end up feeling really no good and really weak. I also
worry about the kids at home while I’m on dialysis. I’m supposed to be looking after

them but I can’t look after them while I’m on that machine. Something bad might
happen to them and I should be looking after them.
Sometimes our family members pass away and we can’t go up to the funeral. That’s
really hard. Maybe I could go up and spend one day and one night and come straight
back to Adelaide but that is no good really, not proper way. We have no money to
travel like that.
Also my kids don’t like it down in Adelaide. They want to stay in the bush, in the
community, not in the city. They don’t like having to sit in Adelaide all the time
because of me being on dialysis.
I have family who are down here in Adelaide drinking. They sometimes come and
make trouble at our house. Nobody is looking after them down in Adelaide or up in
the community. I’m their auntie, I wish I could take them back up to the Lands and
look after them up there away from the drinking... but I’m sick.
It is the same story for many other Anangu on dialysis. Stuck down in Adelaide.
I am writing this letter because I am asking for help, for me and other sick people on
dialysis. I want us to be able to have dialysis on the Lands. I want sick people from
the Lands to be able to have the help they need on the Lands, and in Alice Springs,
not just down here in Adelaide.

Yours sincerely

Yayimpi Brown
27 January 2010

