




















National Human Rights Institutions (APF) is decided on an annual basis by members. The APF
provides training on key human rights themes for staff from human rights institutions as well as
individuals from government and non-government organizations engaged in promoting and
protecting human rights. The Government also notes that in the report from the Good
Governance Seminar held in Seoul in September 2004, “there is a mutually reinforcing
relationship between good governance and human rights and that there is no exhaustive
definition of the notion of good governance ...” (Commission on Human Rights, Sixty-first
session, Item 17 of the provisional agenda, “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights”, 15
December 2004, E/CN.4/2005/97).

20  That the Government consider providing the National Committee for Human Rights
Education with base funding, adequate to establish a modest full-time secretariat and fulfil
the 1998 work-plan, on the basis of production of appropriate budgetary and appointment
guidelines.

Not agreed. A national council, the Ministerial Council for Education, Employment Training
and Youth Affairs MCEETYA) is a forum for the relevant ministers to discuss education issues
at a national level. At these annual meetings, the Australian Government works with States and
Territories in determining the strategic direction of education in Australia. Any changes to
curriculum including Human Rights Education could be dealt with through the MCEETYA
processes.

21  That the development of a discrete National Plan of Action for Human Rights
Education be a priority for government, HREOC and NCHRE and that adequate funding
be made available for this task.

Not agreed. The Government believes that education and raising public awareness are the most
lasting and effective ways to minimise discrimination and promote tolerance of all members of
the community, irrespective of gender, differing racial, religious or cultural backgrounds, age or
physical or mental disability. The Government recently finalised, published and widely
disseminated a whole-of-government policy document, the National Framework for Human
Rights, which lists as one of the Government’s five central human rights priorities, the fostering
of a strong human rights education program. In this context, the Government does not consider
it necessary to develop a separate National Plan for Human Rights Education.

22 That a National Policy Consultation, involving Federal and State government and
civil society, be convened by HREOC and supported by the Attorney General’s
department. The consultation should be centred on the issue of education, and aim for
agreement on goals, strategies and responsibilities to advance human rights education in
Australia and the region.

Not agreed. The Australian Government recognises that the most lasting and meaningful way to
reduce discrimination and abuses of human rights is to change community attitudes through

- practical educative initiatives to promote a tolerant, fair and equitable society. That is why the
Government has recently finalised, published and widely disseminated a whole-of-government
policy document, the National Framework for Human Rights, which lists as one of the
Government’s five central human rights priorities, the fostering of a strong Human Rights
education program.

In the process of developing the National Framework, the Government consulted widely
including with 106 non-government organisations, State and Territory Governments, and the
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Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC). The Framework sets out the
goals, strategies and responsibilities to advance human rights education in Australia. These
strategies include, among others, continuing to support HREOC’s role in promoting awareness
and respect for human rights in the community and supporting the initiatives of the National
Committee on Human Rights Education.

23 That the Australian government call for the United Nations to conduct a rigorous
evaluation of the effectiveness of achievements of the United Nations Decade for Human
Rights Education (1995-2004) at the earliest possibility. This evaluation should be
conducted prior to further discussion on an additional Decade

Agreed. In 2003, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights conducted an
evaluation of the achievements and shortcomings of the United Nations Decade for Human
Rights Education, 1995-2004, and on future UN activities in this area (E/CN 4/2004/93) to
which Australia contributed a submission. Subsequently, the UN Commission on Human Rights
adopted without a vote a Resolution (2004/71) on "Follow-up to the United Nations Decade for
Human Rights Education” which recommended to the UN General Assembly that it proclaim at
its Fifty-Ninth Session a world programme for human rights education, to begin on 1 January
2005, structured in consecutive phases, in order to maintain and develop the implementation of
human rights education programmes in all sectors. A resolution proclaiming the world
programme was adopted by consensus in the General Assembly on 10 December 2004.
Australia has actively contributed to the draft of this world programme, and a plan of action for
the first phase (2005-2007) focusing on the primary and secondary school systems.
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