Mrs Marea Capell

7 Redgum Avenue,

CRONULLA  NSW  2230

Ph 02 95440816 

25th March, 2003

The Hon Members,

Senate Standing Committee on

Rural and Regional Affairs and 
Transport

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

SUBMISSION TO THE RURAL AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS AND TRANSPORT REFERENCES COMMITTEE – TERMS OF REFERENCE – INQUIRY INTO WATER RESOURCE USAGE.

Matters to be addressed: 

1) current rural industry based water resource usage

2) options for optimizing water resource usage for sustainable agriculture

3) other matters of relevance…

Dear Committee Members,

The current dry times throughout Australia draw attention to the problem of water scarcity and the need for a careful exploration of relevant issues and options. My submission falls under category three, ‘matters of relevance’. 

From my experience as a grazier in the Paroo Shire, a semi-arid region, I know severe water shortage largely as stock bogged in a dried up dam. We could take simple, practical measures: move the stock away and fence off the watering point.

Your Committee addressing water issues in this inquiry is examining a vastly different and complex situation, relatively new to Australia, indeed 20th and 21st century policies on Water Rights, viewing Water Rights as a commodity, as a property, like land.

Electoral platforms of the Liberal and the Labor Parties stated in the lead up to the New South Wales Government Election, March 2003, appear to have different orientations that doubtless will be solidly deliberated upon during the meetings of your committee.

The Liberal National Party, New South Wales, primarily stress their commitment to a Water Property Right they see as vital to ‘the development of sustainable water management policies, asset security, investment confidence and the environment.’

 (The above quote is taken from the booklet ‘MANAGING WATER FOR STRONGER COMMUNITIES AND A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT. A Land and Water Conservation Policy Initiative, January, Liberal/Nationals). One initiative of this policy would permit transferability of water to take place more readily. What change takes place in a community if some irrigation farms change to dry-land farms? 

The Labor Party appears to place environmental issues - the reconciliation of farmers needs with those of the environment first among the major issues, proposing a conservation plan that ‘was worked out in conjunction with the NSW Farmers Association, environmental groups and the State Government.’ (This quote is taken from Saturday March 15, 2003 NEWS RELEASE, by the Premier of  New South Wales, Australia, “Premier announces $120 million plan to help farmers protect native vegetation.”) In this vision the local community, the river systems, their and flora and fauna and the needs of agricultural industry will be drawn towards a reconciliation. 

Various other Parties, individuals and sectors of society, such as business interests, agricultural interests, mining interests, The Greens and leisure and environmental interests will posit their views on issues most relevant to their view of options. As I see it, the bottom line is that the provision of a clean water supply is a universal need that should be available to all. A fine balance needs to be reached to be fair to all parties.

As 2003 is the International Year of Fresh Water your Inquiry is underway at an appropriate time. Australians do not face the problems of different Nations vying for a single water resource, as discussed at the recent 3rd World Water Forum (March 2003 held in Kyoto, Japan). Some States share common river systems as in the Murray-Darling River Basin. Our problems should be more readily resolved, as State-Federal issues.

Extensive studies have been carried out covering more than a century of water supply problems in attempting to establish a reliable, safe water resource for the city of Los Angeles, California, in the United States of America. These might be a helpful aid to throw light on where Australia may go, or on problems to avoid. 

Salinity is a problem for many parts of Australia relevant to water usage. This issue may be addressed as it impinges on both rural and urban regions and industry. 

An adequate, clean water supply and appropriate water usage is a driving force in the development of any community. Policy makers and water users should keep this in mind. The Electoral issues in New South Wales stressed above: Water Property Rights and Agricultural and Environmental needs are each important in their own right. Reconciling these issues will ensure that Australia enjoys a healthy environment, dependable export earnings, sustainable agricultural industries and water resources. 

I wish the Members of the Senate Committee well as you prepare your Report by the last sitting day in October 2003. I will be interested to read it.

Yours sincerely,

Marea Capell 

Marea Capell

7 Redgum Avenue

CRONULLA  2230  NSW

Ph 02 95440816

Email: yerinan@bigpond.com

SENATE RURAL AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS AND

TRANSPORT REFERENCES COMMITTEE 40Tth PARLIAMENT

C/- Committee Secretary

Andrew Snedden

Parliament House,

CANBERRA

Email: rrat.sen@aph.gov.au
Dear Andrew,

REFERENCE: INQUIRY INTO WATER RESOURCE USAGE

In reference to my telephone communication with your office I was informed that the committee preferred the submission for the above inquiry be emailed rather than posted. I am sending the submission by email accordingly. I posted a copy earlier when I did not have the email address. That copy requires typographical corrections. If you wish to use this amended copy in place of the posted copy it would suit me well.

I am happy for my submission to be public, along with my name and address as I wish to express my support for the exploration of such a significant problem as water resources. Lack of adequate resources will deeply affect the coming generations of Australians and indeed of people throughout the world.

I would rather my email address not be disclosed, if possible, to protect my computer from unsolicited mail and the possibility of related virus problems. It is a private computer and I do not have the facilities for dealing with problems like a large organization might have.

Yours truly,

Marea Capell  
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