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Richmond Shire Council will focus on North-Western Queensland and in particular the Richmond Shire.

RICHMOND SHIRE

The town of Richmond is the pivotal point of the Richmond Shire, situated on the south bank of the Flinders River.  Richmond is 500 kilometres west of Townsville and stands 216 metres above sea level.  The Wyangarie Shire was constituted as a Shire in 1910 and changed to Richmond Shire in 1954.

Its early history is based around explorers, adventurers and pastoralists in search of new land.  Originally sheep were the primary source of income, however later years have seen cattle become the predominant market commodity.

The Shire boasts a community of 1,100 people with approximately 700 residing in the township.  The Shire experiences, from time to time, extremes of climatic conditions – floods and drought are not uncommon.

During the winter months Richmond has many attractions to offer the tourists and local residents, including the Kronosaurus Korner Fossil and Information Centre – (acknowledged as one of the best in the country) and beautiful gardens and parks scattered with colourful bougainvilleas.

SHIRE IN BRIEF

Shire Chambers - 



50 Goldring Street, Richmond

Land Area - 




26,531 Square kilometres

Annual Rainfall - 



450 mm

Population - 




1,109

ACCOMMODATION
Motels, Hotels, Caravan Park, Camping, Backpacker Units.

POINTS OF INTEREST


Kronosaurus Korner

 – Fossil &Information Centre

RESPONSE TO MATTERS

1. The Richmond Shire Council can add up on one hand the rural irrigators. One gentleman has 1000 acres with an associated feedlot; another has 70 acres under pasture for hay. A third is under development (1000 acres for pasture feed.)

2. Council has a feasibility study on a Dam on the Flinders River and a pre-feasibility study on an off stream storage at O’Connell Creek. The proposed irrigation area of O’Connell Creek is located adjacent to the town of Richmond. Richmond is a forward thinking little community with the ability to service such an industry.

WATER DEVELOPMENT – O’CONNELL CREEK STORAGE

Richmond is located on the Flinders River, from which some 4,100,000-mega litres of water flows into every year. In excess of 600,000 mega litres flows past Richmond annually. That is more than the Balone and McIntyre Rivers combined (3,954,343 mega litres)

The Gulf has 24 % of Australia’s surface water run off; the Murray Darling has only 6 %.

In comparison:


Gulf

Murray Darling
Cropping



48 sq km
14,250 sq km   Irrigation



32 sq km
     600 sq km Australia’s Surface Run Off
23.3 %
     6.19 %

The Murray Darling produces $8.5 billion per annum and supports 1.8 million people.

· The Flinders is owned by Queensland and crosses no State borders.

· The Flinders is a dry river, only flowing 10 weeks every year.

· Current demand on the river is less than 1 %

The Proposal – O’Connell Creek Off Stream Storage

· O’Connell Creek runs parallel to the Flinders River, flowing into the Flinders about 25 km north of Richmond.
· It has a very small catchment only about two times the size of the dam area and with a 17 “ rainfall, it is not sustainable on its own. It would be fed by the Flinders River via diversion channels.
· It will hold 192,000 mega litres.
· Yield 55,500 mega litres.
· Be capable of irrigating 10,000 ha at 85 % reliability.
· Cost $57.3 million (or $1,032 mega litres of yield)
· The soils are self cracking black soils good for any cropping
· It will draw 100,000 mega litre annually (2.5 % of the total river) or 16 % of what flows past Richmond.
Drought Proofing Richmond 

· Richmond is unique in many ways. It has surface water flowing past every year. It has the Great Artesian Basin.
· The Great Artesian Basin enables the country to keep its stock watered. Drought primarily effects the production of feed.
· The O’Connell Creek storage has the ability to produce 10,000 ha of drought fodder. Matched with Great Artesian Basin water you could theoretically have a 27,000 sq km feedlot.
· The North West and North Queensland would benefit from this water storage in the midst of a drought.
Interest from New Industries


Cotton

· Queensland Cotton and CRC Northern Committee for Cotton research have done trials in the past. The commercial trials produced the best grade of cotton to ever be processed at the Emerald Gin.

· Richmond has the ability to establish a genetically modified cotton environment free from the chemicals normally associated with cotton.

· Richmond can take on a greenfields focus, utilizing best practice in cotton growing.

Feedlot

· Traditionally the Richmond area was beef and wool. The emphasis now is on beef. Feedlotting cattle produces a better quality in lean times.

· Currently Richmond Shire has one licensed Feedlot. The 2500 head feedlot is supported by a 1000 acre irrigation farm, producing corn mainly.

Aquaculture

· Council established a pilot farm showcasing the use of Great Artesian Basin water on the black soil plains. Our native varieties on trial are redclaw and sleepy cod.

· It is quite simple to get an order for 1000-tonne of redclaw a week, however the industry can not produce.

· Richmond is not hampered with the Great Barrier reef as our encumbrance to development.

· The sleepy cod is native to the Flinders River and is akin to an Asian delicacy that fetches a handsome price. It is also an extremely hardy fish.

· Both redclaw and sleepy cod have the ability to be transported live, in excess of 48 hours.

Horticulture

· Any vegetable is suited to the region, with the ability to grow out of season to the rest of the country.

· Richmond is 26 hours by roads to Darwin and then the ports of Asia.

· One Richmond man has over 600 mango trees all doing extremely well on bore water.

· The Shire is diverse, from sandy country suitable for citrus, to shale fro peanuts and black soil for vegetables and cereal crops.

Council has had representation from many investors willing to own and operate this venture. One firm has even carried out due diligence on this project and has committed $100,000,000 to develop the irrigation storage, the farms and associated industry. The only thing that is stopping this project from proceeding is the State Government. The State Government to date has been unable to give any explanation in five (5) years as to why they are not prepared to acknowledge the project.

Council’s Aquaculture pilot farm is expanding, utilising the spent water from the Aquaculture ponds, into Hydroponics growing a variety of vegetables on trial.

O’Connell Creek storage will not be a single purpose agriculture water storage. The vision is to utilize the water, firstly for aquaculture, then the spent water to be utilized as irrigation. The ultimate aim is to utilize the water as many times over in the chain of water flow.

There is no doubt that there is untapped potential for Surface water to be used for Agriculture in North West Queensland.

GREAT ARTESIAN BASIN

Richmond Shire is part of the Great Artesian Basin. The recent capping of bores has proven successful with an increase in pressures from these bores. There is an opportunity to use part of this water saved from flowing bores into small or value adding ventures like pasture for cattle. Further still ideal for Aquaculture, an estimated 120-mega litres of water would produce a viable Aquaculture industry in North West Queensland.

SUMMARY

Council has quickly given a brief run down, because we were late in completing this submission, however Council is very committed to seeing a sustainable water resource industry develop in North West Queensland. We would be able to expand fully, provide evidence to hearings and copy all existing feasibility studies and forward them upon your request.
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