Security Advantages of the Seafarer’s Identity Document (ILO Convention 158) over a Passport

Although the details concerning the regime that will support the operation of the Seafarer’s Identity Document (SID) are yet to be finalised, it is possible to point to several advantages that this document will possess over a normal passport, these include;

1. A biometric template based on a fingerprint printed as numbers in a bar code conforming to a standard to be developed

This provides a far more reliable means of identification than the photograph contained in the normal passport.

2. An electronic database is to be maintained by each Member in accordance with Article 4, paragraphs 1, 2, 6 and 7 of this Convention. This will contain the details for each SID issued by each Member.

This will allow a Port State to ensure that:

a) the identity document in the possession of a seafarer has actually been issued by the stated issuing authority:

b) the identity document has not been suspended or withdrawn; and 

c) the biometric template on the document matches the template on the database.

3.
The inclusion of any special physical characteristics of a particular seafarer that may assist identification. 

Identity of those Countries that abstained from

endorsing the proposed “Seafarer Identity

Documents Convention (Revised) 2003”.

1.
Australia

2.
Columbia


3.
Lebanon


4.
Mexico


5.
Oman


6.
Pakistan


7. Uruguay

8.
      Venezuela

Flag of Convenience Registers that contain vessels where either the Flag State or the Operator has been the subject of serious allegations concerning security.

REGISTER
VESSEL
DATE 

COMMODITY

Tongan

Karine A
April 2002

50 tonnes of weapons

Comoros

Baltic Sky
June 2003

Explosives

(Formerly Cambodian)   So San
December 2002
15 Scud  Missiles

now Korean National





15 Warheads

Register






Chemicals

Tongan

Sara

August 2003

15 civilian Pakastan








posing as seafarers

Note,

Several vessels registered in Tonga including the MV Hakula and the MV Ikuna currently carry bulk cargo between Australian ports on Single Voyage Permits (a total of 17 voyages in the first 6 months of 2003).

There is no known relationship between the Hakula / Ikuna and the vessels or operators listed above.

