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This supplementary submission is presented to the Committee to record the writer’s receipt of a telephone call from Mr Col Dorber at approximately 8.30pm last Saturday evening, 28 June 2003.

It is not the purpose of this supplementary submission to formally allege that Mr Dorber subjected me to any threat, intimidation, harassment or discrimination.  Among other things it is outside my competence to make a meaningful judgement on this.  However it is conceded that the timing of this call was not convenient.

My principal concern arising from this call is that immediately prior to its termination Mr Dorber expressed a resolve to exert himself to ensure that the collection of any future Wool Levy be terminated.

My assumption is that termination of levy collection would bring about the demise of Australian Wool Innovation Ltd (AWI) as an effective R&D entity and that I have the greatest difficulty believing that Mr Dorber would have advocated this course of action had he remained as the Managing Director of AWI.

To my mind this portion of the conversation reinforced a major concern expressed in my earlier submission that parties to the former board and/or management of AWI could submit themselves as future candidates to the board of that company.  Should such candidature or other lobbying occur in an environment where AWI’s shareholders are not adequately informed about how competently those parties discharged their responsibilities in the past then shareholder ranks may well be unnecessarily divided and confused.

It remains my hope that one outcome of the Committee’s review is that shareholders will be adequately informed about the diligence and propriety with which AWI’s board and management discharged their responsibilities.
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