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DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL

AND INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS


3

Mr Alistair Sands

Secretary

Select Committee on Ministerial Discretion in 

 Migration Matters

Department of the Senate

Parliament House

CANBERRA 2600

Dear Mr Sands

I am writing in response to your telephone request of 28 August 2003, on behalf of the Chair, Senator Ludwig, seeking information with regard to the following:

· A list of Top 10 Ministerial intervention requests and representations by Parliamentarians and prominent individuals/community groups.

2.
Attached is a list of Top 10 Parliamentarians and prominent individuals/community groups who have made requests or representations for Ministerial intervention.  As this information is taken from the Department’s Parliamentary Correspondence Management System scrutinised in relation to the number of interventions requested, further analysis may reveal that the data may include categories other than s417 and s351 intervention requests.

·  The number of applications for Ministerial intervention by country of origin over the last four years (since 1999).

3.
Unfortunately we have not been able to provide this data as it is not readily accessible from Departmental databases.  Instead it would require manual interrogation of an estimated 20,000 files or case records.  

· The number of referrals for s417 intervention from the Refugee Review Tribunal that have been successful

4.
We are not yet able to provide an answer in respect of 1999-2000.

5.
In 2000-01, the Refugee Review Tribunal referred 100 cases for possible section 417 intervention by the Minister.  In 2000-02, the Tribunal referred 129 such cases for possible s417 intervention by the Minister.  As at 4 September 2003, DIMIA systems indicate that the Minister had intervened in 21 of the cases referred by the Tribunal in 2000-01 and in a further 21 of the cases referred by the Tribunal in 2001-02.  The numbers of cases referred differ slightly from those provided by the Refugee Review Tribunal in its submission to the inquiry.  This is because of a minor data correction made by the Tribunal in recent days.  As the Minister is not prevented from opening consideration of a case at any time, it is possible that there may still be interventions in future in relation to the above caseloads.

6.
We have not as yet conducted a similar analysis in relation to RRT cases referred for possible Ministerial intervention under section 417 in 2002-03.  The Refugee Review Tribunal referred 565 cases for possible Ministerial intervention in that year.  This substantial increase in the numbers of cases referred is due to the flow through the Tribunal of a group of longstanding East Timorese Protection visa applicants.   Given that many of the intervention requests have occurred quite recently and are still unresolved, it is too early to form a reliable view as to the likely rate at which the Tribunal's requests for intervention will result in Ministerial intervention.  In any event, that particular nature of the East Timorese caseload, and its volume, would substantially distort such an analysis even when more of the intervention requests have received a result.

7.
We apologise for the delay in providing the information requested.  The delay was due to the amount of manual analysis required.  Please let me know if you require further information.

Yours sincerely

Des Storer

First Assistant Secretary

Parliamentary and Ministerial Division

4 September 2003

CASE CORRESPONDENCE FROM PARLIAMENTARIANS: PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (PCMS) DATA – 1 JANUARY 2000 – MAY 2003

Top 10

Laurie Ferguson

Roger Price

Frank Mossfield

John Murphy

Andrew Bartlett

Tony Abbott

Leo McLeay

Anthony Byrne

Alan Cadman

Simon Crean

CASE CORRESPONDENCE FROM PROMINENT LEGAL FIRMS, AGENTS AND INDIVIDUALS: PCMS DATA – OCTOBER 1999-JUNE 2003

Top 10

Correspondent


Adrian Joel




Erskine Rodan & Co

Parish Patience

Rev John Murphy

Marion Le

Karim Kisrwani

Wimal & Assocs

Paris Aristotle & Co

Fr Brennan

Mark Clisby
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