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MEDIA RELEASE
The Senate Select Committee on Ministerial Discretion in Migration Matters will hold two days of public hearings in Sydney on 22 and 23 October 2003.  Details of the hearings are:
Monday 22 and Tuesday 23 September

9.00 am to 4.30 pm

Jubilee Room, NSW Parliament House

Macquarie St, Sydney

On Monday 22 September, the Committee will hear from representatives of the Migration Review Tribunal and Refugee Review Tribunal, the Migration Institute of Australia, the Legal Aid Commission of NSW, and community and private legal practitioners with experience in migration law.  Witnesses appearing on Tuesday include Amnesty International, academics with expertise in this field and officers of the Immigration Department including the Sydney Ministerial Intervention Unit.
These hearings follow on from the Committee’s first public hearing on 5 September 2003 with the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs.   Having heard the Department’s views, the Committee will now hear a range of different perspectives on the operation and appropriateness of the Minister’s intervention powers under the Migration Act 1958.
Further information about the inquiry, the public hearing program, the Hansard transcript of the last public hearing and copies of submissions are available on the Committee’s website: www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/minmig_ctte/index.htm or from the Committee Secretariat on 02 6277 3103. 
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