Sunday Herald Sua, March 20, 2804

A PIANO-playiug dingn which
entertains  toarists in Llhe
Northern Territory has heen
named Anstralia’s most (rivial
PErsnn.

Dinky Di had the unlikely win
after overcoming, well, baing 4
dingo. He achieved fame Hv
howling to tunes and tickling
the ivory at the isoiated road-
house he calls home,

Now he bas bealen 30 com-
petitors to Become the roun-
try's most irivial “person™. parl
af the 2dih anniversary of the

Trivia's how! of fame

KELVIN HEALEY

hause, ahoul S8km souh of
Alice Springs. since being res-
eupd as a pip three vears ago.

Owner Jim Collerill said
Dinkyr Di sang whenever the
piang was niayed.

“He s1aTts hewling, or sing-
ing ax we call it,” Mr Cotlerill
said. “With a chaic by the
piane, he will actnally waik ou
to the kevs, Thal's his playing

“And he tries to aiter his
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$1100 for doctor’s
five-minute visit

A MOTHER has been
illed 51100 by a dontor
ror A fvemunuate  visib
while sl was in tater,
though he did nue deliver
the haby

Robyn Turmnor deliverni
her seancd ckild. Camer-
wn, at & Perih hospitod on
Jamuaary 29, Areiving at the
hospital at T3, Mrs
Turrsar Was Atichacd by
midwives who asked ifshe
0 & enetar present.

awever. & doctor vis-
ited her shortly after,
“He asked 4 eaupie of
ouestions and then left.”
Mry Turnur was shorked
Lo recevs  an  dunot
from her private health
fund showlng it paid the
doctor $1101.30
The doctor's spokes
wenvian said Che fee was a
standard charge
‘Whether the daetor is

“I'riviay Persuit hoard game.
Drinky Di has played and sung
at the Stuari's Well Road-

playing low. or if vou play t:

pitrh. He gues low if vou’

ar a hit higher. be follows suil.”

there for Wi munutes ov 10
honrs. that's the stancard
chavge for managament
* she satd.

€

said. "Nt T wad hap-
pr with the way things
were going,” Mys ‘Turnaor

Musical paws:

Inquiry
ordered

into

clinic

AN OFFICIAL in-
quiry is to begin next
month into the run-
ning of & govern-
ment-funded sex-
change clinic Lhal is
facing ailegations of
negligence and inap-
propriate treatment
of gender-confused
patients.

The Gender Dysphoria
Clinie, nuow at Monash
Medical Centre. has re-
ferred as muany as 600
people to undergo irrever-
sible sex-change surgery
in the past 28 years,

The operations, which
cost between $10,000 and
£:20,000, sre partiy fanded
by Medicare and private
health nsurers and son-
tinue at the rate of wlmast
one a fortnight in Victurna

Experts in the fleld of
psychiatry and gender is-
sues sy they are dis-
turbed by practices al the
clivde,

Federal MP Fran Bailey,
who has been briefed on
its methods by a founding
wiember of B Dew patient
support groun, this week
sard she was sturned to
learn whet was taking
place. el is to seek the
intervention of the fedesal
Health Minister to halt Lhe
“genital mutitations” that
are resulting.

The clinie s headed by
twa psychlatrists  one
almost 70 and the other
who terns 90 this year -

said uf labent

sexX

GRAEMEHAMMOND

whoe  bave  dominated
treatment of gender iden-
tify disorder in Australia
sinee Lhe mid-19705

Both are driven by the
conviction that the cawse
of GID is biclogicul; that
individuals sre bord inte
the wrong  gender  and
need their bodies “reas-
signed”

They admit their theory
has no proof, but thew
view is hotly dispured by

other experts who say
GID is a psyvchologieusl
disarder and ecan be
ireated by psychotherapy
and medication.

Former patients, whi
have repretted taking the
surgety 1o either remove
maie geattuls o have
rnstectomies and hyster

irs, have spoken to
¢ Hevald Sun.

\.Lmu sabd they it as if
they wers plaved on a
produckion tnu Lhat weinld
lead only wo suruery with-
out cxploning alternative
methods of treatment.

Health Minister Bron
wyn ke said yesterday
sing had ordered o elints
cal review” of the clinir

Dr Syd Alien. chetmed-
ical officer for Sputhern
Health, which operares
Monuash Mredica! Centre,
deelined tw eonimend.

A gender agendo,
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FOR MEN ONLY

Are you having problems getting &
maintaining an erection, prematures
ejaculation or incontinence?

1
]
: 100% “Ihis is the news you've pmus
1
!

An effective naturai method that can give you back

An AGTIVE SEX LIFE

without visits to clinies, gel & liguid
injections, tablets or sprays.

heon waiting for...

For a FREE comprehansive 8 page report 1
1 Gall our Confidential Customer Line today

\E21300 136 755 !

I JANF PETERS 1

MYOB Limited.
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wend (kLo susiness in the Hrst place; pecome a pubiichy Hsted compary rentres to empower indeaduals to
with a mnarket capitalisation of

hundrads ot millions of dollars, the

You believed you hiad something €0 getmoie out of these services

Her andd i .
affer and you wanted 1o prove it The tristh is that the more we grow:

. : . . st Al what w B .
That's what happened w us; just 13 lundamesitals of what we o have aur business the mare we value the
¥0ars ago in the spare roum sy remained ihie sane lessnny we learned when we were

hurisse:, wee realised that business sriall
owners ke you needed an easy 1o

L A eouniing program
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Time to get
that river of
love flowing  :cuwoeeo

i brokenlivesis
‘ beginning to emerge

from a government
people funded clinic that for

- Anonymous graffiti @ 28yearshas
© referred almost one

persaon a fortnight to
undergoe radical sex
change. GRAEME
HAMMOND reports

{'m sick of tolerating intolerant

pecple believe the
workd's big religions
need g reality snake-up.
There'splenty uf
evidence of oid-time
reilgious bigorry and
intolerance i the news,
¥or example, the Chren
of freland —a branch of she

N O WONDER many

Anglican movement & M/
recontly banned a group ot Bryan Paﬂers’on Pk:‘ﬂpk‘ud‘ e}
Tibetan manks from Faithworks eI P

Undergany
cha
stace 1970 as pant of &

pedorming during anarts  ~——————————————
{estival at a cathedral

LY SUTERIY

The cathedral bosses Chnstiun dogma and H o L trp o
dretded the monks’ Douglas Rusheroft, whe : ::ﬁ}?ﬁ. JMKEOd1 ﬁ. hgti‘,r\“r; m
chanting of mantras and ehalenges Jewish dogma, : Dysprona Uliic al Manazh
ringng uftl.l;:].ls could are leading the irreverent : Medicw c::mii.m
damagre *the spiritual push. ; e oLl ebraced T
integyity™ of the spuce. Thuy are saying religion : 1.11:- (‘_P ]gl;::’:i; ;,',T:,h] ?ﬁi?ﬁ

Alew weeks carlier, o isoften evil and yreedy, but : for years st some of the
eroup of Catholies prayed that docsnot meenthe ' worlds lendin ;
loudly Lo deiibetately worid caynot be, ag nurhnr © aMer being dese .
disrupt 2uother B 8. upi lobotomues’.

performance by Tibelan

monks, this time ata the centre of

Britain and Vis

%athouc chureh in AL s £
ichigan. The protesters  Fr, (\h]-ngn\-(, o501 1 1w réa
said the monks' chanting L‘;:?r'.hr. Hniﬂt{’r?}i‘]tz_)%m surgery 1s haled
was “offensive” to Grod, community of peopis wich Tralias branssexie
Ve, religious differances  learning disabilities, wy b as .
can seemingly be lgnored recently said the global brav. m} stern ha RAve
WREDN d CUDMOD BuLiny 3 cham of violenve and are *"”me of twse who A
at the door. intolerance could be undergone . oy wlw‘hﬂ i
The Vatican hasjust trokan, s only when pars igrey Mang of Hose
jnined Muslimsin an waaker niembers of society .“ 10 Teamese an‘ £ e
unlikely alliance to fight were msde traly weleome. WenL the amputation of Lhel i ate and New Tealand The \kmasn clinics pey-  women — iz anyliing il e
the homosexuals, He pointed (o 8 January 5:;111]1{“ 2 . as o mare than o ehinttists wke g ngid app  best Lreaument
The alliance is to combat  speech by Pope Jolin Paul ‘\m‘v ’;’F“‘ ;‘!-)wv N Shsiiion with A mpach, aresing el The pussibilily that their
7 UN move to Tecopnise 11, who desarited the rreparable. mental and hedtlh At It s salely = bi % cherished theory may yel e
heimosexus] partnerships,  disabted ag ~the m&“é]“im,m" as oAl B COTESL- e epuse, sourcer! (0 disproved 18 sminalerial CWe
one of the fow things humanity's privileged 14 . . with s Hennedy 4 ror or o onrush of  have nu cheice” said Dr
conservative Catholies and  itpesses: as herakls of Gender dyaphoria.  2iso at their  noemones i alero, Bower, “Knowing it's the
Mushims agree on transfired word, one ne k“?“‘“ a8 E““h‘\i‘fm“ B ”‘f;' OWI BOEs, [N S0 Yara, Th interviews with the Sy DSt ireatment. it wowd be
opposing. Tomgor dnnnated by foree, v '2{' hl.l 2 lwr!‘ll)]t{ "0, and en & day Herpld Sun weLhical 9ot To operate.”
Tsn't it strange thar Jinlenee and ageressinm, nised since Lhe ale tAh "‘; It :s5 the approach of  girongly dismissed  suy Bur. gisturbingy, the cinit
orthodax Christianity bt by Lo e, colidarity and L Letich e Wennedy snd Bower 40aL 15 flans Lhab  psycholinevapy  has never conducted re
spread like wildfire acceptance.” 1 .:Jt“e:ihlt\:&J al the heart of Concemns over  muld offer gy help in - search o the Iong-Lerm out
throughout the world, Peaple with disabilities, a5 8 pavelaicie disorder dg:t:;lrdr;k:'r&wr the protietn. They rones Lor hs o patienls to

a1ch therapy 15 Lo Drove their theo
tsoas they ap

2ry

mainly breause of 1ts said the Pupe, reveal to Gs
inclusiveness? Remember — wiat it means tu be
thewurds “Comnetome. all  human

thongnt to sitliel as y. They con
many as ane ir 300 males
and oune 100,000 women

M fear the Lw
abTists are sucrificing
hng of

proach sure

. : T TS
%‘;:\“ﬂ"{gd‘gg,‘ﬂ’,eam and Vanier noted paths taken Autraiis nas an eshmated e 3)";1:;&3?"@ et Putibey renid their | heory
vy i try the ordinary abie L DO rranssexuas " P Dr Mow < B H
Toleranceis, sunposedly.  Bodied A ; , _dgenay W Deen Repnt.
wmiajor beliefof other i pscr‘ml" 1 pUrsue . 31D hs long been putes the cause is not proven. *
world religians L00. Hut vou :r‘:l‘lt;lsn?;fggﬁ]r}xx:mf}m a8 . malion [ur psyehiatr e 5alely Lo genetios, Kruwi rlel] OCTIMENTSE reieased
might nat tlink so. thny Yhﬂrownkﬁfle  Trudy Kennedy. AN eXDErLs 1 The fietd " D Kenaedy said, - under Freedom of Tn-
in Sri[.anka, radical weTe not, open fo Lhe Ausirian porn Dr e the sadse of GGED s a hat are vestarch.” furmanon show  cuat
Buddhistsare huminy geverely disabled. : Bower, 89 In 194 ey contested subject. Despite 1 is swayed from Kennedy and ower know
down Christian churches, " in order fur therm Lo Live . founded o dvsphorin clime g ation as o ental i view thal surgl Lirtle of whal hus happened
both Buddinsts and ‘Ba (Ul ke, thev noeded and moved it 10 Monasn o its eoals aee wl seipnment — the removad st ol {hose wno have
to e fulfilied. they seeced 1539 I L e
Chrislians #ie Deing, relationshins, he st They S as based v o psy o penilals and tho mukeshifi doBur
persecuted i China, ﬂé'l‘d(’(lf-amr.!unir;‘; rim;u' . Thaougn the ciuie b al vhe mﬂpnnrr‘s 1lie eomplex inter ruetion of & vaging in A ofliel
Christisn and Musiim rhdnﬁor;el'os'ltx' L H re of breatment of  wetion ol gepes. hormo Lothe removal of purLted oo
violence has fared again io oI ! gender priorin \uk— paventing and role mod : breqsv rternal rgans wod outcome data was wvailable
Kasavn, ex-Muslim ANTER said | attracung twe issues. sexun! hnd  the sddmon of a po Folow up usualy emded six
convertsto Christianity v generusity. i [0L 4 weak, many 1rum [ tation ol male genitalia in  WOexS diter surgery.
are being harassed in worthy, was when i I Bower convedes  Lne
Egypt and violent confhier Somenne supntior gave to ! feedback was historicaily
hefween Stkhand Musglim  Someons infovior | “lousy”, hul beller now
yourhs iscommonin Commurion mvalved i “Palients disappear” e
Riitain conversion and H " irr e M H
We have the Islamic vulnerality, 1w Lhie i o huw
fundamentalists knocking  Rartiowsar gt of the | Lhey'd Te-
down Israeti buildings, dl;abicd. . : Lam
Christian fundamentalists eace wiil eome oniy ! o 5 \
trying to knock down the wher Lre weaker membors ! }<=E(a]\,‘:ﬂ:'zf o rr: . aé(lzjeul c‘:i‘z.‘.rl)c
walls between chureh aud of society are fuly loved Rirds of e'cent panents,
state, and Jewish and respected, e gaid. mast 0f whot Are dappy of
fundamentalists knocking Vanier believes Loa much contenied, Kennedy claims
down houses and ;nmrrrﬂliginus diialogue She krows ke af all ba 5
assassinating peopleinthe  beginsa comparlson of - o o
West Bank. peon Leliet systerms and so gets .D" e ““'" suys {he ol
People might stillwant nowhers, “Yougettoa H :
tn feel good about their PoIRT Where you ask, are ! responsibliity
taith, but many don't trust  Jesus and Mohammedthe stay it eontact nol mine,” ste
their relig;i}ous]c-adnrs any same?” he said, e .
more. And whe could LRIl yOL SAY Yos ar Seamed wm. b :
blame them? yousay no. Better to ask ‘"-?l‘?e lLuémfglfrﬁ'L,;}‘qu&&»ﬁrn
There IS an iTreverence together, what doesit ! bg(;ph, Lave it Lhey want o
abroad, sndd porhaps it is mean to be & human being nxlwp o ént on with L;Il"ll'
not always ushealthy and how dohwnan heings lives und Torget about 1L~ she
Writers such us Hupert grow? Wiat is freedorn, said. = .

Sheldrake, whao challenges  what is human maturity?”

Bui surioer patient Alan
Finch, wiie revealed nis dis-
vear switehitoda
. nehed by -

U involved & bilatera! mastectormy (story nest aage;
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mones, breast implants and
genilai amputsiion. an ABC
TV's Austraiin Sfury in Sep-
terber, says the clinge stands
condemned oy ils lack of
long-term research.

“Where are all ihese
patients®” he asked, “They
aclmnit that A third to a halt
huve wvanished. Hawve thelr
jives been improved, or have
Lhey been ruined® How many
of them have simply taken
their Uves pecause Lhey dis-
covered thut cuunging their
sex didn't change Lthew hees!

“We have noThing but com
passion for the transgender
person. They are depressed.
%iychom, confused people

mey need psycalatrnc help.
counselling »nd anti-
depressants, not the reroval
of their penisas,”

Mr Fineh's own decision Lo
revert to Lfe os a mun a
deeply painful and cranmatlc
process, carae only after he
gought  payeholilerupy 1o
probe snd understand the
prigins of his confusion.

CRex surge
Jaersan who hates t
reinvent nimsell”
UL alte e skEgmRry v
Lot newhers o ga, ust more
surgery

| WAS sulfering a psy-

2 way for a
sell Lo

chosis and 1 re

covered from that. 1
proved thelr theory wrond.
When did if become appro-
priate to treat 2 psyehosis
with surgery?”

Ny Fliaeh s Qereely eritdeal
of the chmie, which, he
presgures patients inl

v and wants Lo ignoe
thoze who recover irom theic
gender identily disorder,

The airing of his stoTy hag
attracted other tegveiful
palients to come orward, and
ke has now helped form a self-
help group. the Gerder Tdent-
ity Awuareness Assactution. 1o
give them a voire and support
thrnugh meetings ang o
matimn wibaite. Fini i}
15 sumg flwe clinlc aver his

trewtment, says dactors are
providing inadequate care

“These potients ey vuainer
able and need to be pro-
tecred.” he said

‘The broader isfue 1%
whether gender reassigiment
5 appropriate at all. This 1@
the only psyeiciogical dis-
order where patlents dictats
thelr treatment. 1t is no differ-
et t0 anorexics dsking their
doctor for bposaction  amd
belng granted it

e Ko
CPIACISNIS . ME1ELS
it difficult G patien
receive surgiery. “Theep
ing ot sther gays. T el the
SUrgery may nol aeecssurlly
e The best thing ” she sAid,

But forrper patienns and the
elirne wnd heit relatives tell a
different stary. Among thent
A MAN who suitered a breuk-
down after ils marmage corled
at the age of 5% and hegan
scelng solace g m o STOSS-
dressing fetish

‘0On my first visim te Dv

cizcle, Afler enduring five years

ol sexual abuse in childhood.
she sought escape by immersing
narself in @ male persona, complele
wilh maie altire, a buich haircot and
alesbianiover,

“i was a self-protaction
mechanism. thaugh | didnt reabsc it
then,” she says. "Therc was ne risk
of bering abused if | was a man.

" hated my body, hated being
female.  was confused, depressed.
consumed with anxeiy. | faced two
choices: kil myself or get help "

Angeia (not ber reat name) chose
the latter. In 1990_ she was refarred
T psychatrist DBr Trudy Kennedy, the
director of the Gender Dysphoria
Clinic at Menash Medical Centra.

Angala was seeking answars to
the questions that burnaed in her. Why
do | feel this way? Is it normal? How
should i deal with 11?7

Whai she g0l was the caws thal
she was a "rue ansgexual” — sha
had & mate brai in a famata hoty
The best trestment, she was ioid by
Dr Kannady, was an 18.manth
ecaurst of male hormones followed by
sex-change surgery. To qualify for
the surgery Angela would have {o
choose 2 new name and “oul”
herself as a male.

The hormones worked more
rapidly ihan Angela expetted. Within
muonths she was shaving daily, hada
deeper voice and a morg muscilac
body. Adding to her raums was a
nighimare douhte ife. At home,
where she lived with her parents. she
hid her male ientrty, At university,
she wore layers of clothing 1o hide
herbusi

In 1992, she celurned W the cinm
far the seventh and final peychiatric
consultation. O Kennedy decided
her patieniwas reedy for surgery.
Angeta borrowed $2000, e ed
Ealsura Frivals Hospitel &
Marnington and undarwent 2
bilateral mastectamy.

twas another success far
O Kennedy and the Gender
Oysphara Chnic, ane more person
rescued from the mighimare of being
"born inic the wrong body™

Afterwards. Angela began to plan
for the next step in bar
yeangsformation: a hysteraciomy.

Ta herelernal refief, it was a step

A NGELA'S life has gone full

identity

My change
for the worse

she nevertouk. Four years of e maie
existence were enough to make her
again question who sho was.

£ whote lol of things made me
realist | wasn'ta manin a woman's
bety,” she says.

Onee agat sNe saw a psychiatrist,
butthis time ane wiihh ho connection
with tha Gender Dysphorie Clinic
Intensive, skilled therapy brought her
o the raakisation that her unresobved
isgues — rurky, tangied and painful
as Ihey were -~ had created her
desperate confusion.

Bulin 2 way. har pradicament was
now worse: known to coleagues as a
man. sporting a full beard, she now
needed expertguidance on how {o
return susgically and amationaily ta
life as a woman.

[ Angeia though! the gender elinic
would assist ber, she was wrong.
Two approaches to the shnre on her
behall by professionals were mel
with silenice. The chnie thatthrives an
the conviction that gender identiy
confusion is borm ot biologica!
disruption, not menial, now had
nothing to offer to a patient who had
patently disproved its theories,

wWhen she saw an endocrnolugist
attached o the elime, asking whal
she could expect when she ceased
taking the hormonas -— whelhar her
perieds would return, and whether
she could ever have chidian —he
had ny answers.

‘Iwasn'thystencal. but | was
angry.” Angeia says. Lwanled him
o answer my questions, Me ook me
by tha anm and escorted me from his
office.”

Against al odds, Angela's journey
has ended happly. She reverisd o a
feminine site, ermba ked on ntensive
electimlysis 10 remave har Lixurant
body and facial hair, thaa met and
maied a supportive and loving man
— the lype she had once been
convinced did not exisl.

And ofter a struggle, she prodused
fwo children.

Because s breast hssue had been
remaved, implants had to be plaved
beneath hier chest muscles. Angela
is now the epitome of femininily, yel
is tleaity biassed wilh an inrer
streagth that snabled her to survive
— not only twa sex changes, buta
sense of betrayal by protessionals
wha she had tumed to for help,

Boarer b

tolkd me I was
Transsex T ohe sl 0l
severely depressed. | was tike
an adkiict, wanting a fix, hat
they never ehailengoed  me.
aover investipated my past
They offersd me no atterna-

v ed e
e

ks wi
tran e vamniun N
whirh uniy eetnforeed my feel
ings.

After the surgers thew
weren't ilerested inme. Why
does anyose e [yoa DSV-
chiutiist™ Vou want them ta
investigRte you o put you

They eitoetively told me
this far and thev'd take
Lrther,””

¢ suid he now Wved a8s e
At hut bz appeuranes hac
made him o langhing stovk.
A YOUNG woman whe
atught nelp irom the clitue 1o
underst and why she pated hes
oy andd wanted Lo bocome #
man. Durn feen  first
Weoriinute crpsaltation with
Krnnedy, s WAL BpR-
roved for g Duuieral masee

tinmy, wh
[QEHI

“Irm bappy T had ir done.

bt Lwa o] she didn’t
ak e why 1 felt this way, I
heped shrad try to work out
where all this came from, but
she pust told me, “Thar's just
the way you were bore”. L can
see fhere wers thing: in oy
chat created  gender
protoms. and Twns seavebing
to uncerstand that, But L still
don't know.”
A WOMAN whoee deughter,
1Y, mad sevevsl consuluaions
with Dr Kennedy hecause she
wanted Lo renove her broed
andt live as a male The
approved (he surgery.
altheugh the patient has new
decided o dufer i, for several
years. I allemded every
session.”  the mather  said
SThey dido't roy te pivie her
backgrannd  to  undersizod
tree 1 a0t eause.”

A leadings Melbnee psy-
ehiatrist whe bas o number of
irmtsgendl patieets said this
wark he driit nol beiewe

e oshe b Lhres
"

Monash's gender clinic was
niering patients  adeguate
cave Hea said sorgery was an
NRPOTOLT LS Lrestient

“Hureery done fo fulfil a
wtic belwl would be

frrise iw said. T
recomimend my patients don't
rel sty the clinde,

"1 think the whole area
weeds o be redewed by o
Lo Lhar s more representa
tie of Bh tieddical eammunity
and meludes those ulher than
enthusiastic  propo uf
this tvpe of treatment

But Dr Huth MeNhuir a (3P
at the Cariton Clinie. supporis
the Ko gender elinic,

“rhey offer one avetue of
treatment and that K with
me” she said. vIt's o very
hintedical model and they
don't hewe The social Suppoit
and counseliing measurcs
somie pidtents need lSur ivs
wnt the ony place o go o
For mere infermation:
www. pendermende r4.nrg
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