' //0 SE T o/ R Ly T E TS i

h %%ég% HEALTH
irage MONITOR

L 58 MODICAL CENTRE
IR MICHAEL PIETRYE

AL Y e SENATE LN

Att:
Date: 7E. /.02 /
Pl

No. of pages:

/%Z% ﬁﬂiﬁl Alinoes

fmbﬂg AT T /‘7494/5/;— y

g ot e

%. *"a/' }%«-’M j/;?;;z Lo /M
A gy T o o g7 FET

&P Z/;%mi’ e /m Lo %ﬂzzdmmc
//;.w‘ - W : . ol san '

/c%’ VA M;M{J ?/;Zﬂcﬂdyﬂ fﬁﬂ?
/ éé/w %Z o émo«){ M/M %7;@-42—
g 2 = / ? /%Mfm e K, Cetma

Efs pr
7 {f 25/ e -
//99 7%;%/2-'- . W& _boe o S T dﬁ-%-’zﬂ?&
7/7/@%:‘,/?44 ’ %,, ‘el B~ m;;( /amzv(
- ’Mz/( TRy B A D / ) D L / 2*"?"/ renel, /’ﬂ,,_,
y vﬁ%r,}:%%ﬂl;”' p ST . &’ldﬁ!
2L /’A/L fj;},: /{‘ﬁ‘:’/—?/wa/./ Bl HoLE s/ FEB.
T A LD P Sty brﬁ’f) "Sumee T TS LED TS
sl /‘7’5&/'?%':»:7' Of STORE  FrtrIAS

Z e,
?’ Lo N’Kw futh Gillsy” &t v podonts
Alincrtidea( zwc“?%' 4 (#25‘)%

- e (/;) b
) i




Lore
FooLfrte AL Fo

L EH STATED

12 DECEMBER 2003 MEDIGAL OBSERVER 3

—

New GP angst
at Medicare
reform delay

by Edwina Light

GP_frustration is building over
delays to Medicare reforms,
with progress now stymied until
February next year when a sec-
ond Senate inguiry will report
o the federal government’s lat-
est Medicare package.

While the new Senate inquiry
presents GP groups with a fur-
ther opportunity to lobby for an
$820 million restructurc of
attendance items, Australian
Divisions of General Practice
chair Dr Rob Walters said the
politicisation_of the Medicare
debate was delaying meaningtul
reform.

Senate inquiry member and
Australian Progressive Alliance
senator Meg Lees has urged doc-
tors to put their issues forward,
particularly key mformarien,
such as the final report on the
proposed  Attendance ltem
Restructure. It was not available
during the first Medicare
inquiry.

However, Dr Walters said
“game playing” by politicians
was adding more hurdles for
GPs in their push for GP-pre-
ferred Medicare reforms.

“It makes GPs_disillusioned
with the process and the future.”

The federal government’s
MedicarePlus package was put

e

on hold until after the new
Medicare Inquiry reports, after
the Austratian Democrats and
the government failed to reach
agreement on fine-tuning of the
package which would guarantee
its passage through the Senate.

The Democrats_ were report-
edly seeling extension of the $5
bﬂ&_ﬂdl@&incentive_@_iil bulk-
billed consultations and lower
thresholds for the proposed new
Medicare safety nets. ‘

“You've got 0 OVercome two
fronts for change now - con-
vincing the government and then
convincing the Senate,” Dr
Walters said.

AMA president Dr Bill
Glasson was also pessimistic
about the inguir rocess,
labelling it as “a waste of time”.

“What will give us pressure
for change is the approaching
federal clection,” he said.

The Senate inquiry is accept-
ing  submissions until 12
December 2003 and is due to
report on 11 February 2004.

Meanwhile, the AMA has
also commissioned research
from Access Economics on the
indexation of Medicare rebates,
with GP groups unanimous in
their rejection of the current
index, which they consider
inadequate. MO
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An appropriate fee

for appropriate care

EDITOR: Prime Minister John Howard
is much less than fionest in stating
“the purposa of butk-billing was
always to protect the less well off".

The PM knows he did not win
powey until he did 2 total back-flip
from the abovementioned position,
and until he indicated that vote-
winning bulk-billing freebies for all
would remain unchanged. -
~ Freebies win elections, hut the
PM is already known as the inventor
of the 'non-core’ eiection promise.

Farmer health minister Dr Michae!
Wooldridge boasted that he had the
politicat power to grind the AMA
fand presumabty alt GPs] inte the
dirt when.Dr Kerryn Pheips constantly
demanded either remuneration justice
for GP bulk-billing or the aboliticn
of bulk-billing.

Wwith Mr Howard's blessing,

Dr Wooldridge shackled GPs 1o a
$25 bufk-biliing fee (half vets' fees)
despite a government-injtiated
independent Relative Values Study
stating that $50 was the fair fee.

However this government believes
that might is right, and spin-doctor
Wooldridge publicly defamed GPs as
"just plain greedy and after a 100%
pay rise”, Since when is restitution of
the $2.7 billion per annum under-
funding in bulk-billing a pay rise?

In conciusion, the (plucked)
chickens have come home to roost:
GPs are no longer willing to allow the
government {o steal half their income.

Thus Medicare becomes a non-corg
election promise, and GPs witl charge
an appropriate fee for appropriate
quality care.

Dr Michael Pietryk

Heidelberg, Vic
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Herald Sun, Tuesday, Apri 15, 2003

Hidden tax

adds $30b

o coffers

By FLEUR ANDERSON

PRIME Minister
John Howard yester-
day admitted to pre-
siding over Austra-
lia's highesf taxing
EOVernment.

)1} e rejected find-
ings that Australians
were paying more Lax
then before the GBT was
introduced.

Mr Howard was res-
ponding to reports the
Yederal Government col-
lected an EXLTE E;}:% iﬁﬂ-
lion each year in 21
__%_faxs on gnem's SUCH &5
Medicare, sugar, milk,
petral and plane tickets.

I ean tell you that obvi-
augly if you look at normi-
nal dollars then every gov-
ernment is the highest
taxing ever because the
nominal amount of dol-
lars collected always ris-
es,” Mr Howard said.

Bub he did not accept
the “highest taxing gov-
ermmment” tag when the
annual tax collection was
considered on a propor-
tional basis.

Pressure has been
building on the Govern-
ment to lighten the tax
hurden on ordinary Aus-

tralians in the form of tax .

cuts in the May Budget.
The $31.1 billion was te-
vealed yesterday as in-
dustry body the Austra-
1ian Industry Group
urged the Government to
give something back to
middle-lncome earners.
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«Bracket creep is push-
ifiE AURGIAlans NG the
higher income tax brack-
ets,” ALG chief executive
Bob Herpert said.

“We should not be ask-
ing mmgdig-INCome edri-
ors L0 DAY 43 per cent and
AT per cent 0? THEIT exira

ncome In 1ax.”

The Government
shouid lft the second
nighest ftax threshold
from $60,000 io $52,500,
after which the 42 per
cent tax rate would kick
in, according to the AIG"s
Budget submission.

Without the reform; the
Government's _elgction

pronuse Iliak B0 per cent
of ﬁﬁagers wugli ga¥ 30
LENGS e qollar or less
In Tax would be %rol?.en.
Mr Howard hBS fepeat-
edly talked of possible tax
cuts but the war with Irag
and national security were
bigger spending priorities.
Treasurer Peter Costel-

1o has played down tax
cubs, - forecasting a sraail
Budget surplus and high-
lighting the costs of war
and the risk of an uncer-
tain global economy.

Opposition Treasurer
Bob MeMullan said yester-
day the CGlovernment
¢hould still be able Lo al
ford tax cuts for middle
and lower-income families.

He accused Mr Costello
of hanging on to tax cuis
until a federal election orif
he ever succeeded Mr
Howard as prime minister.

“In ihe United EKing-
dom last week, the Chan-
cellor of the Excheguer
Gordon Brown, wasiable
to fund the much latger
British military commib-
meni and deliver tax cuts
and deliver a surplus,” Mr
McMullan said.

“I¢ a well-run budget can
pay flor the war, deliver tax
tuts and deliver a surpls
in the United KingHoin,
Peter Costello should ke
able to-do the same.”

An Access Economirs
rgp‘m"ﬁ TEIEBsed yeRteraay
saiq the Commonwealth,y

“gollers . were . BEalLiier?.

- than the Freasurer anl¥

~'The Prime MINISter would ¥
Tiave the " spending Tt
1ETers. peleve.

T ACCess Economies esti-
mates bracket creep,
where wages are pusned
into higher tax brackeis
because of iniflation,
would add an extra

1 on to e Corn-
mﬁm
OVEr TOTEE YEars,
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etters Editor

Tony Abbott, new Health Minister has been quoted (MO 17/10) as saying “Australians do not”
want ministers to play politics with their health, and that means TELLINQ THE TRUTH .....
Quite so! GPsand patients have both had enough of “gtunting” — 'the futile and feigned
ignorance of severe probleras by previous health ministers determined to appear 10 be doing
something important whilst in reality cleverly and deliberately avoiding the hard issues.

The hardest to consider is the staggering $90 BILLION in unfunded “super” owed to the
Commonwealth PS, including an over-zeatous HIC constantly and unfairly fiscally
constraining GPs at the clinical coalface ostensibly “1o save the taxpayers’ money” only to
have it sucked mnto this super black hole.

Syccessive malfeasant governments have failed to properly fund actual investments for their
employee “super (ref: Bulletin Magazine 26.11.02, copy available on fax request 03 9459
5830). Todoso would have required raising taxes which would result in a politically
unacceptable loss of voies.

Also the appropriate, responsible path of increasing the Medicare levy to adequately fund
general practice would similarly Jose votes — instead money has been progressively filched
“on the quiet” by nuscreant politicians from general taxpayer revenue so that today the levy

covers a mere quarter of outlays: hardly the intention of the original Medicare charter lost in
political expediency.

Politicians have issued 8 million “hoalth care cards” as a glaring vote-buying ploy. The
notion that more than a third of Australians are “disadvantaged” is absurd, self-serving
politicking. In requiring GPs to “bulk-bill” such card holders, politicians have unashamedly
displayed one of the cardinal principles of dirty politics: get someone else to do the work but
you, the politician, take the credit!

Successive governments have, in addition, failed to responsibly budget for the looming huge
fiscal problem of an ageing population seeking pensions.

Little wonder ‘ghat the “independent umpire” Relative Values Study recommending a long
overdue doubling of Medicare rebates (ic. restitution of $2 BILLION stolen from the MBS

_ fa(ilh ygi@a_r[)xwas dumped by government with obscene haste: t0o much TRUTH for politicians
0 nandie!!

Such crass “Meditheft” from patients as well as bulk-billing, scapegoated GFs cannot continue

as a born-again “truthful” Mr Abbott will appreciate hopefully with i
e o e . hopefully without the vengeful reminder

Yours sincerely
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Dr Michael Pietrvk

26 .8.0D3

The Editor,
Medical Observer Letters

Dear Sir/Madam,

T have read a considerable arﬁount of dissembling nonsense from Wooldridge’s protégé Kay
Patterson, but her statement (MO 22/8) that “patient rebates for after-hoqr; services provided
by ALL GPs were increased by 50% in 20017 plumbs new depths of political fakery and
sheer humbug.

LET IT BE BROADCAST LOUD AND CLEAR THAT POLITICALLY ASTUTE GPs
ARE FULLY AWARE THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 1S TECHNICALLY
BANKRUPT DUE TO THE $90 BILLION (YES FOLKS, THAT’S $90,000 MILLION)
IN UNFUNDED SUPERANNUATION LIABILITY OWED TO ITS
COMMONWEALTH “PUBLIC SERVANTS” (INCLUDING THE FEDERAL
AEALTH DEPARTMENT AND THE HIC).

And ves folks, that does mean that government hasn’t been following its own rules and
putting money away into “super” for its employees , a malfeasance for which us mere mortal
GPs would be heavily fined! Although bankrupt, the government is trying (illegally according
to company law) to trade whilst insolvent and pretend it is in the business of running a “health
insurance scheme”.

Patterson claims to have “seen a variety of models of after-hours care”. It would appear that
by far the most common “model” has escaped her as well as the “unique stress” on GPs of the
HIC valuation of that model at a quarter of what a dog 1s worth at the vet!

1 am referring, of course, to the metropolitan GP who turns up for work at his surgery for a
fixed number of hours on a Sunday, reminding the Minister that on that day by law surgery
staff must be paid overtime rates. Can the minister enlighten us which specific item number

in the HIC’s schedule was “increased 50% in 20017 to cover this very common metropolitan
GP scenario?

Let me inform the Minister that her HIC requires the metropolitan GP to itemise his account
on a Sunday with a Monday 1o Friday 1n hours item 23 $25 rebate - one quarter of the $100
plus vet fee on a Sunday! Furthermore, if the GP out of compassion for the “disadvantaged”
bulk-bills, then in effect HIC legislation dictates the GP payment is LESS than Monday to
Friday in hours, given the overtime surcharge for staff. The 50% increase was applied to only

the uncommon and mostly rural scenario in which a GP is called back after hours to open up
his surgery for one or two patients. '

L2
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1 suspect the Minister is fully aware of this situation but her public face is (as with all matters
affecting GPs) one of feigned 1gnorance.

Given her stated enthusiasm for meeting with doctors “face to face in the work environment”,
Kay Patterson 1s invited to my surgery any Sunday of the year to observe me chargingan
appropriate fee for after hours service and itemising accounts with an ftem number accordmg
to the “independent umpire” RVS.

The RVS, totally ignored by a bankrupt federal government unable to pay appropriate and fair
rebates, is the line drawn in the sand; from there 1 don’t retreat. Irefuse on moral grounds to
be an entangled accessory 10 THEFT by government from patients with its paltry item 23 $25
joke of an “after hours” Tebate. Let Patterson 1y a “face to face” with patients (1e voters) in
Ty Surgery on a Sunday and explain to them why she values them at a fraction of vet fees!

All Sunday patients at my Surgery receive a copy of the «“Bylletin” article of 26/11/02
exposing the $90 billion “super” black hole along with an explanation of their rebate. Readers
can receive a return fax copy by faxing me on (03) 9459 5830.

In accordance with Bankruptcy Law, an administrator should be appointed to Medicare and 1t
should be liquidated. As a business, Medicare obviously is not “able to pay debts as.

they become duc and pavable” (a standard directors’ declaration required of public
companies). A morally as well as financially bankrupt government should not be allowed to
be in the health insurance business let alone dictate monopoly status for itself in direct
contravention of ACCC principles. Of course, none of this will come to pass. What will
happen is that T will be “investigated” by the HIC (“KGB”) for “{|legally” providing my

Sunday patients with a proper and appropriate after-hours rebate according to RVS valuations.

My message to self-serving HIC apparatchiks (more worried about {heir tenuous hold on their
all-important “supet” rather than any sense of justice in GP rebates competing for tax payers’
funds with that “super”) is that GPs OWN THEIR SKILLS AND THOSE SKILLS ARE
NOT AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE PUBLIC AT WHATEVER

LAUGHBABLE PRICE BANKRUPT TOTALITARIAN GOVERNMENT CHOOSES
TO PAY.

The opposite view equates with “command economy” constantly indebted, bankrupt

Communism. The history of such sovietized regimes in Eastern Europe has shown that such
economies benefit only their elite authoritarian cabals.

The much-revered Socrates was sentenced 10 death by poisoning with hemlock for siding with
what he believed to be true rather than what he knew would be popular. In his eloquent work
“The Consolations of Philosophy”, Alain De Boton states: “True respectability stems not ,
from the will of the majority but from proper reasoning .

Th_e HIC purports to represent the will of the majority when in fact it represents no-one’s
opinion bar that of its own well-remunerated operatives — I have yet to mesta patient who
agrees with being valued at a quarter of what a dog is worth at the vet!

L3
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Alain continues with his own soliloguy: “One of the saddest of fates is to be good and yet
judged evil. Briter enemies are appointed to positions of power over us, and denounce us to
others. In the hatred unfairly directed towards an innocent philosopher we recognise an echo
of the hurt we ourselves encounter at the hands of those who are unwilling to do us justice.
We should not look to Socrates for advice on escaping a death sentence; we should look to
him as an extreme example of how to maintain confidence in an intelligent position which has

met with illogical murderous opposition”.
GPs can certainly empathise with that.

Yours sincerely,

Michael Pietryk
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| Ausiralian Doctor

Claim nurses can fill GP
roles — only cheaper

RY GEORGE LIONDIS

NURSES would take over
many of the key functions
performed by GPs. including
diagnosing paticnts and pre-
scriping medications, and
would be paid through the
MBS like GPs, if the recom-
mendations of a new paper
are taken up.

The internacional ream of
authors of the paper, pub-
lished in Awustralian Family
Physician (September),
believe the plan could be the
solution to the shortage of
GPs in some rural and
remote arcas in Australia.

Nurses could also “take
on functions currently
undertaken by GPs in 2
more cost-effective manner
while still maintaining qual-
ity of service”.

The paper calls for the
establishment of a new type
of nurse — the family nurse
practirioner.

The nurses would become
the figst point of contact for
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primary care for people in
rural communities, filling a
role currently reserved exclu-
sively for GPs.

They would manage
ahotl medical and nursing
problems”, including “con-
ducting physical examina-
tions, ordering, performing
and interpreting appropriate
diagnostic and laboratory
tests, and prescription of
pharmamkogical agents and
other necessary rreatments
Lo manage the conditions
which they diagnose”.

In a move the paper’s
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authors conceded would be

controversial, nurses would

be paid the same a5 GI's
“Throngh the MBS to perform.

e .

They would also have to
undergo extra fraining ar 2
postgraduate level.

«Given the probability that
primary care nurses can
undertake many, if not all, of
the functions which are cur-
rently the province of the GP,
and can do it in a more cost-
effective manper, it therefore
seems logical to adopt a
policy of role interchange-
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ahility,” the paper said.
Tentral Quesnsland Uni-
vETSITy protessnr Wl
Tauder, who Wrote the
paper with a team of acade-

1am
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mics from Europe and the
US, said the proposals would
anger some GP's, who would
feel their status and financial
security were being threat-
ened.

Similar proposals in the
US and Burope had led to
“yicious” debate between
the general practice and
nursing professions, and
polarised the medical com-
munity, Professor Lauder
said.

However, the higgest resis-
tance o the new aursing
roles would come from
nurses themselves.

Professor Lauder said
other nurses would feel
threatened by those who
attained family nurse practi-
tianer status.

He also hosed down sug-
gestions that nurses were in
ac short supply as GPs m
rural areas.

“Some people say we can’t
recruit nurses as itis. My argu-
ment is that one of the reasons
why we can’t recruit is that
they currently have a poer
career structure,” be said.
Australian Family Physician

2003; 750-52.
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