To whom it may concern,

I would like to make the following submission to the enquiry it is an e-mail

that I have received from the Catholic Bishop of Kavieng and Manus.  It

speaks for itself. 

Fr. Paul T. Duffy.

With apologies for the delay I pass on the attached statement from Bishop

Kiapseni

Lawrence

Date: Tuesday, 12 March 2002 14:43

Subject: Diocese of Kavieng statement on Asylum Seekers

Good afternoon Lawrence,

The following is the Public Statement by Bishop Ambrose Kiapseni,after the

recent Diocese Board Meetings.

Public Statement of concern on the international issue of the Australian

Aslylum Seekers held in Manus Province.

The Statement is by Bishop Ambrose Kiapseni MSC DD who is head of the

Catholic Church in the Province of New Ireland and Manus.

These two provinces, together with the Duke of York Islands comprise the

Diocese of Kavieng.

The Statement is attached.

                                          Thanking you

                                         +Ambrose Kiapseni MSC

                                           Bishop of Kavieng Diocese

GIFT FROM AUSTRALIA

Australia has long been generous to PNG for which we are truly grateful. We

have been accustomed to seeing signs along our road sides telling us the

road is a gift of the goverment and tax payer of Australia.

However, we come now to the question of the latest"gift to PNG,in particular

the "asylum seekers"at Lombrum Base, Manus Province.

As a Papua New Guinean I must ask the Christian citizens of my country to

carefully consider the issues in this situation for there are many.

1.    Why are we keeping people innocent of any wrong doing in PNG behind

barbed wire? Is it 

       because our neighbour and benefactor has asked us to do this thing.

Shouldn't our own laws

       in our own country take precedence over requests from neighbours.

2.    Are the men, women and children we are imprisioning to be seen, now,

as a commodity, to 

       be sold back to Australia for the value of the improvements at Manus?

Is this good??

3.    Now we read in the newspapers of the first class medical facilities

being made available

       primarily to the aslylum seekers. We must compare this to the

facilities we after our own

       Citizens at our aidposts, health centres and hospitals.Is it right

that such a first class

       facility be provided for people who do not even want to be here.

4.    Another serious aspect to the saga of the asylum seekers is the

position regarding our

       brethren from West Papua who are refugees from that troubled

Indonesian Province and

       residing in PNG. Perhaps if they had jumped on a boat and tried to

head off to Australia,

       their treatment would be far better than it is now. Am I correct in

surmising that they are

       ignored by Australian government because they do not constitute a

document political issue

       in Australia?

5.    Has anyone given serious thought to the social consequences of the

"gift"of the Asylum

       seekers. The very rapid and furious work being undertaken at the Base

has meant the

       employment of a lot of people, including many from outside of

Lorengau as local expertise

       apparently if not enough. Local reports say that prostitution has

increased, as has the drugs

       trade. We all know that these activities inevitably lead to a rise in

the incidence of sexually

       transmitted diseases and the deadly Aids virus.

6.    Is our neighbour and benefactor holding the very sharp "AID

ASSISTANCE" sword over our

       heads, meaning given the amount of aid from Australia to PNG, our

government has no

       option than to accept the boat people?? I am sure the good Christian

people of Australia

       would want a portion of their tax dollars spent assisting their less

fortunate neighbour to the

       north, without the threat of such a " sword ", for is this sentiment

of help, not a basic

       Christian ethic.

7.    Imagine the fear and stress of the traumatized people when, in some

cases, in the dead of

       night, they were introduced to their new surroundings, including the

old unbearably hot 

       quonset huts. Even the smiling Melanesian faces were kept at a

distance. There may even

       be trickery involved perhaps as they thought they were going to

Sydney. How many of us

       would like this to happen to ourselves and our families???

8.    Let there be no more "boat people"brought to PNG, it is immoral.

Rather all asylum seekers

       caught on the sea heading for Australia should be allowed to land

there and live in suitable

       conditions and be properly processed under the scrutiny of the

Australian people, who are

       better able to voice their approval or disapproval of the actions of

the government. The

       government of Australia is far more scrutinised by the media, and

more accountable to their

       people in real terms than here in PNG.

9.    In truth and sincerity we cannot say thank you to the people of

Australia for their

       governments latest "GIFT" to is
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Sent: Tuesday, 19 March 2002 7:30 AM
To: maritime.incident@aph.gov.au
Subject: Fw: Diocese of Kavieng statement on Asylum Seekers


Date: Tuesday, 12 March 2002 14:43
Subject: Diocese of Kavieng statement on Asylum Seekers


Good afternoon Lawrence, 

The following is the Public Statement by Bishop Ambrose Kiapseni,after the recent Diocese Board Meetings. 

Public Statement of concern on the international issue of the Australian Aslylum Seekers held in Manus Province. 

The Statement is by Bishop Ambrose Kiapseni MSC DD who is head of the Catholic Church in the Province of New Ireland and Manus. 

These two provinces, together with the Duke of York Islands comprise the Diocese of Kavieng. 

The Statement is attached. 

Thanking you 

+Ambrose Kiapseni MSC 

Bishop of Kavieng Diocese 

GIFT FROM AUSTRALIA 

Australia has long been generous to PNG for which we are truly grateful. We have been accustomed to seeing signs along our road sides telling us the road is a gift of the goverment and tax payer of Australia. 

However, we come now to the question of the latest"gift to PNG,in particular the "asylum seekers"at Lombrum Base, Manus Province. 

As a Papua New Guinean I must ask the Christian citizens of my country to carefully consider the issues in this situation for there are many. 

1. Why are we keeping people innocent of any wrong doing in PNG behind barbed wire? Is it 

because our neighbour and benefactor has asked us to do this thing. Shouldn't our own laws 

in our own country take precedence over requests from neighbours. 

2. Are the men, women and children we are imprisioning to be seen, now, as a commodity, to 

be sold back to Australia for the value of the improvements at Manus? Is this good?? 

3. Now we read in the newspapers of the first class medical facilities being made available 

primarily to the aslylum seekers. We must compare this to the facilities we after our own 

Citizens at our aidposts, health centres and hospitals.Is it right that such a first class 

facility be provided for people who do not even want to be here. 

4. Another serious aspect to the saga of the asylum seekers is the position regarding our 

brethren from West Papua who are refugees from that troubled Indonesian Province and 

residing in PNG. Perhaps if they had jumped on a boat and tried to head off to Australia, 

their treatment would be far better than it is now. Am I correct in surmising that they are 

ignored by Australian government because they do not constitute a document political issue 

in Australia? 

5. Has anyone given serious thought to the social consequences of the "gift"of the Asylum 

seekers. The very rapid and furious work being undertaken at the Base has meant the 

employment of a lot of people, including many from outside of Lorengau as local expertise 

apparently if not enough. Local reports say that prostitution has increased, as has the drugs 

trade. We all know that these activities inevitably lead to a rise in the incidence of sexually 

transmitted diseases and the deadly Aids virus. 

6. Is our neighbour and benefactor holding the very sharp "AID ASSISTANCE" sword over our 

heads, meaning given the amount of aid from Australia to PNG, our government has no 

option than to accept the boat people?? I am sure the good Christian people of Australia 

would want a portion of their tax dollars spent assisting their less fortunate neighbour to the 

north, without the threat of such a " sword ", for is this sentiment of help, not a basic 

Christian ethic. 

7. Imagine the fear and stress of the traumatized people when, in some cases, in the dead of 

night, they were introduced to their new surroundings, including the old unbearably hot 

quonset huts. Even the smiling Melanesian faces were kept at a distance. There may even 

be trickery involved perhaps as they thought they were going to Sydney. How many of us 

would like this to happen to ourselves and our families??? 

8. Let there be no more "boat people"brought to PNG, it is immoral. Rather all asylum seekers 

caught on the sea heading for Australia should be allowed to land there and live in suitable 

conditions and be properly processed under the scrutiny of the Australian people, who are 

better able to voice their approval or disapproval of the actions of the government. The 

government of Australia is far more scrutinised by the media, and more accountable to their 

people in real terms than here in PNG. 

9. In truth and sincerity we cannot say thank you to the people of Australia for their 

governments latest "GIFT" to is 

