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Senate nguiry on Terrorism Bi

Pa “M@J e nt House

Hil, mmﬁ has a o “mmgy ddis—: of next h;dsw seerms to mv& mwmd suhmms fons
‘»‘; e who are on the Interaet, this would seem to set Himitations onthe ability

Hans” to participate in the discussion.

Mm seems o be that we have a government who simply refuses to be open

et with the citizens whom are supposedly there to give consent o be

governed.
I draw your Committee 1o the extracts from Mikhail Gorbachev’s book Perestroika,

{, Mew thinking for our country and the world. If his book is to be accepted

“Wﬁ' 1 on pages 230 and 231 he sets out the Fundamental Prineipals that

% erestroika Accords.

, oika Accords make up only half of the New World Order, the Acco

§ bmeé o concenirate on economic matters and “democratization” of

some selected countries, while ignoring others

rop goverminent seems to lean towards the a,@m,tpf of “dumnbing downing” 1t's

; v‘tt‘;ﬂf‘% hoping they f‘@ﬂ t discover the truth,

3 all scunds a bit ke the Ministry of Truth from George Orwell’s book 1984

then its what people are thinking, and 118 nowhere as effective

iia deliberately ignores questions “Ordinary /”mﬂmﬂmm are agking each

f“‘r}:éd the pﬂ% iticians are avolding answering these questions. Our local member,

nister arrives at public meetings and announces that he has to

10 minutes, and so can only make a brief statement and must then

wons can be asked.

rds of

sht Common Law abol mufd ‘hen T went (o school we were '{;51.{,.;%:;}3‘%..
tghts, Freedoms and Liberties were ai‘ derived from Magna Carta and the
ahis of William and Mary, which spread Rights to all British citizen

s the British Common Law we get Trial bf; hury, Habeas Corpus, Rights to own

2 property (freedom from search and seizure) that has been our law for these

1 w.w is that sall our law? If that is the case, how 13 1t possible to have a
Terrorism Law that allows sefting up concentyation camps, mio which eitizens can be
thrown without being charged with anything.

[ wonld ask vour conpnittes to Ipok at the lessons of history, when Adolph Hitler

T "%

asked for emergency laws to restore law and order to the strects of Germany in 1933,

.L

P

most Germans would have agreed that it was a good law and much needed, later on
once the camps were in full swing, the list was expanded. The question this history
esson asks is: What are the groups who are to be included in the future,

§
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st of your commitiee

Fhe word Gorbachev uses “extirpation”, 18 a derived from the word “exterminate”.

That should tell vou what Gorbachev understood abeut democracy.

o w@wxmma are asking the mhm mc:ﬁ on thrown up by this whole-

e, and by that T do mean all “western” countries where New World Crder

i . The guestion being, if ?;me people who find their “adopied”

o mw 80 Emmbf_ vﬁ;é;i Jwgaamrg ihmwﬁ vould want to “trash” the place and kill
g o Mjf tiere? And W y;m t ﬁm G @S;:E.Qﬁ'

mem. Mm s 'f"m;sm,m ﬁumrdh f%.m% A
“Loval Opposition”, our “Free Press” and the ability 10 hear open debates
W, What we hear now 1s “managed debates.” Anvone who was previously )
& i"#’V'E'}T"f‘inﬁﬁ“é? nation recognizes these *(Bwiagj ical concepts immediately. But why are
they here under the heading of “Demaocracy™?

aiiﬁ vou please look into these issues for me and i dom;:, 50 I will pronuse to send
formation on to everyone I can contact and inform?

the way can you please define exa ‘ifi“«; what a Terrorist is7
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HE 19505 were seriously scary
times. Communismhad over-
run eastern Earope, Joe Stalin
was still alive and ravenous, Mao
had taken over China, we were
engaged ina warin Korea, and.
Reds were said to be undermining key
institutions in cursociely.

Prime Minister Bob Menzies
responded to the fear factor by trying to
banthe Communist Party, a dictatorial
move that the High Court invalidated,
andsaheputit iothepeopleina
referendum on September 22, 1951,

To their everlasting credit, the
Australian people rejected this
dictatorial measure, albelt by the slim
margin 0 F50,082 votes out of 2,3 million.

And, H must Be noted, Labor-ruled
Queen .ﬁ:md was the most ferociously
anti-communist of all the states.

Despite the closensss bf the vote and
the passionsof the time, it was later
held up as one of the proudest days in
our political history, evidence of our
national tolerance and the splendour of
our democratic institutions.

Don't talke my word for it, This was
what I was told by teachers who would
rather have dropped their bell-bottom
trousers in public than support
communism,.

The Augtralian people refused to be
panicked by cynical government in
even the most desperate of times.

Perhaps they rememberedthe
shamefulabuses of wartime emergency
iaws, which were designed toshore up
cursecurity and tosnuffout a (largely
nonexistent) fifth column of fascists
hut quickly becaume the spurious legal
framework for government abuses of
power.

How quickly those historical lessons
arejost, parficulariy among those of the
Fourth Estate whoshould be loudest in
theirdefence of liberties and, often. are
the first to suffer at the hands of
tyranny.

. Sir Robert Menzies, who
tried to ban the Communist Party

Look at usnow, Inthe face of
intolerance and terrorabroad, we have
surrendered some of our freasured
liherties and the Federal Government
isaboutltotakeaway more,

Spookseaninirudeonourlives,
freedom of speech and action are
curtailed, and Australian eitizens can
belocked up without trial, in secrecy
and silenced.

Totalitarian phrasessuch as
“preventative detention” and "control
orders” are part of the currency of
debate and legislation.

Our Government is silent as a citizen
is incarcerated ina Caribbean gulag

and threatened with a military show
{rigl

Curbest and bravest young men and
women are sent off to a warthat was
foolishiy conceived, duplicitousty
faunched and is now hopelessty
prosecuted.

Fearand secret scare-mongering by
spooks with a track record of ineptitude

‘have addled the brains of our

Government arnd enfeebled opposition
parties who should protect our liberties.
Cymically, they fear not for us orour

liberties bat Tor LESIF own reputations

should terrorists sirike,

Terrorist hombers may be in our.
midst and they may stitl light their
fuses, but thers is nothing to:

sdenionstrate that this surrender ofour .

rights will do anything much to curb
their fowl ambitions.

Butthey need not even plant their
pombs because Lthey are winning the
battle; having stampeded as down the
rogdefintolerance and illiberality
towards the sort of society to which
they aspire,

Weare indebted Lo former prime
minister Malcolm Fraser for reminding
15 0f the words of Winston Churchm
whoin 1943 referred to the “grea
principle of habeas corpus angd trml by
jury.which arethe supreme protection
invented by the British people for
ordinary individuals against the state”.

“The powerof the exegutivetocast a
man info prison without formula Ling
any charge known to thelaw, and
particulariy to deny him judgment by
his peers foran indetinite period, is in
the highest degree odious, and is the
foundation of all tetalitarian :
governments,” he said as his nation
battled against the evils of Nazism and
militarism.

The moral heroism of 1943, the
collective good sense of 1051, and now
the cowardice and eynicism of 2005!

* Terry Sweeiman's columns also appearin
the The Courler-Maiton Fridays
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PERESTROIRA

chielly the reason why it was possible for our ceonomy to develop
extensively for decades.

Accustomed to giving priorily 1o quantitative growtl in produc-
tion, we tricd to check the Galiing rates of growth, but did so muinly
by continually increasing expenditures: we built up the fuel and
energy industrics and _mﬂﬁmcg the use of natural resources in
production.

As time went on, material resources became harder to get and morg
expensive, On the other hand, the extensive methods of fixed capital
expansion resulted inan artihicial shortege of manpower. Inan sttempt
to rectify the situation somchow, large, unjustified, i.c. in fact un-
earned, bonuses began 1o be paid and all kinds of undeserved incen-
tives introduced under the pressure of this shortage, and that led, at
a later stage, to the practice of padding reports merely for gain.
Parasitical attitudes were on the rise, the prestige of conscientious
and high-qguality labor began to diminish and a “wage-leveling” men-
tality was becoming widespread. The imbalance between the measure
of work and the measurce of consumption, which had become some-
thing like the linchpin of the braking mechanism, not only obstructed
the growth of labor productivity, but led to the distorton of the
principle of social justice

So the inertia of extensive cconomic development was leading to
an cconomic deadlock and stagnation.

The econamy was increasingly squecred lnancially, The sale of
large quantities of oil and other fuel and energy resources and raw
materials on the world market did not help. Tt only aggravated the
situation. Currency earnings thus made were En%:x:z:::_ uscd for
tackling problems of the moment rather than on econamic moderniz-
ation or on catching up technolopically,

Declining rates of growth and cconomic stagnation were bound o
affect other aspects of the life of Soviet society, Negative trends
seriously affected the secial sphere. This led to the appearance of the
so-called “residual principle” in accordance with which social and
cultural programs received what remained in the budget after allo-
cations to production. A “deaf car” sometimes seemed to be turned
to social problems. The social sphere began to lag behind other
spheres in terms of technological development, personnel, know-how
and, most importantly, quality of work.

20

ORIGINS, NSSENCE, REVOLUTIONARY CITARACTER

Here we have more paradoxes. Our socicty has ensured full eroploy-
ment and provided fundamental soctal guaraniees. At the same time
we failed 10 use w the full the potential of socialism o meet ;:”
growing requirentents in housing, in quality and sometimes quantisy
of foodstuffs, in the proper :E;ES::: of the work of transport, in
licalth mni_mcaw m cducation and in Enr:.mm other problems which,
natura

. ATHRC n 1:. course Cw fCP—h“.( f QPCF_CMJS.;;:

An .&é& sittation was developing. The Soviet Union, the world’s
bipgest producer of steel, raw materials, fuel and energy, has shortfalls
i them dae 1o wastelul or inceticient use. One of the biggest producers
of grain for food, it novertheless has to buy millions of tons of
grain a vear for fodder. We have the largest number of doctors and
hospital beds per thousand of the population and, at the same time,
there are glaring shortcomings in our health services. Our Snrnﬁ
can find :::SJ comet and fly 10 Venus with amazing accuracy,
but side by side with these scientific and technological triumphs
is an obvious lack of cfficiency in using scientific achicvements {or
cconmmic needs, and many Soviet houschold appliances are of poar
qualiy,

This, unfortunately, is not all. A gradual crosion of the ideological
and moral values of our people began.

It was obvious to cveryone that the growth rates were sharply
dropping and that the entire mechanism of quality control was not
working properly; there was a lack of receptivity to the advances in
science and technology; the tmprovement in living standards was
slowing down and there were difficulties in the supply of foodstuffs,
heusing, consumer goods and services.

On the ideological plane as well, the braking mechanism brought
about ever greater resistance to the attempts (o constructively scruti-
nize the E:Ec:?, that were emerging and 1o the new ideas. Propa-
ganda of success—real or imagined—was gaining the upper hand.
Eudogizing and servility were encouraged; the needs and opinions of
ardinary working people, of the public at large, were ignored. In the
social seiences scholastic theerization was encouraged and developed,
but creative thinking was driven out {rom the social sciences, and
superflucus and voluntarist assessments and judgments were declared
mdisputable truths, Scientific, theoretical and other discussions, which
are indispensable for the development of thought and for creative
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PERESTROIKA

approach would be simply unrealistic. On the basis of this program
our representatives tabled major compromise proposals at the Geneva
tatks. They toucked upon medium-range missiles, strategic offensive
weapons, and non-militarization of outer space.

The Statement of 13 January was of a policy-making nature. We
wanted to single out the main threat to civilization related to nuclear
weapens and nuclear explosions, without overleoking the questions
pertaining to the prohibition and elimination of chemical weapons
and a drastic reduction in conventional armaments. This was a set of
measures in general outline. 'The overriding principle in operation at
all stages was the maintenance of a balance. No political games ar
ruses are needed, but political responsibility and a clear understanding
that no one is out to deceive anyone else when the issue at stake is as
sensitive as a state’s security.

Such a step as the one we took on 15 January 1986 required not
only an understanding of our responsibility, but also political resolve.
We proceeded from the need for new approaches to security issucs
in the nuclear space age. This was the will of our entire people. In
taking this step, the last thing we contemplated was a propaganda
dividend to outde the other side. The move was dictated by a sense
of responsibility about preventing nuclear war and preserving peace.
QOur stance here accorded with world public epinion; among other
things, it was a responsc to the appeal of the Group of Six {India,
Argentina, Sweden, Greece, Mexico, Tanzania),

We are profoundly devoted to the idea of a nuclear-free world. En-
ricked by the Indian political tradition and the specifics of Indian philos-
ophy and culture, this idea was developed in the Dethi Declaration on
Principles for a Nuclear-Weapon-Free and Non-Violent World. For
us this is not some slogan that was invented to stagger the imagination.
Security is a political issue, not 2 function of military confrontation.
Faiture to understand this can only result in war with all its catastrophic
conseguences. [f the huge stockpiles of auclear, chemical and other
weapons that have been accumulated are unleashed, nothing will remain
of the world. What we are talking about is the survival of humanity. For
us the idea of a nuclear-free world is a conviction which we arrived at
througha greatdeal of suffering. Weregard sccurityasanall-embracing
concept which incorporates not only military—political aspects, but
economic, ecological and humanitarian ones as well.

230

PROBIEMS OF DISARMAMENT AND UssR—USA RELATIONS

At the 27th Congress of the CPSU we substantiated from all angles
the concept of building an all-cmbracing systemy of international
sccurity. We presented it to the entire world, to the governments,
partics, public organizations and movements which are genuinely
concerned about peace on Earth.!

We are not reneging on any of the propesals in our Congress

I We see the Fundamental Principles of this system as tollows:
L.t the miltary sphere
i orepunciation by suglear powers of war—both nuclear aml conventional—against cach

other or against third countries;

i prevention of an arms race i outer s " all nuclear weapons tests and the
toral destruetion of such weapons, a ban on and the destruction of chemical weapans, and
renunciation of the development of other means of mass annihilation;

fia strictly conmrolied lowenng of the levels of military capahilities of countries o limits of
reasonable sufliciency;

of their
enlargement and of the formatiun of new vacs;
v balanced and proportionate reduction of military budgets.
2. In the political sphere
i strict respect ininternational practice for the rig
forms of its development independently;
a just political seilement of international erises and regienal contlicts;
elaboration of a set of measures aimed at building confidence between states and the ereation
of effective guaranizes against attack from without and for invialability of their frontiers;
iv  cdaboration of ¢ffective methods of preventing international terrorism, including those
cnsuring the safety of internztional land, air and sea communications.
3. In the economic sphere
i exclusion of all forms of discrimination from international practice; resunciation of the
pulicy ¢f ceanomic blockades and tioms il this is not direety envisaged in the recomtnen-
dations of the world commaunity;
joint guests for ways of 2 just setlement of the problem of debis;
establishment of 2 new world eennamic order guaranteeing equal economic secu
countries;
v clahoration of principles for urilizing part of the funds released as a result ol a reduction of
military budgets for the good of the world community, of developing nations in the first place;
v the poaling of efforts in exploring and making peacefvl use of outer space and in resolving
global problems on which the destinies of civilization depend.
4. I the humanilarian sphere
i cooperation in the dissemination of the idess of peace. disarmament, and international
security; greater Nlow of general uhjective information and broader contact between proples
for the purpuse of learning about ene another; ranforcement of the spirit of muteal
understanding and concord in relations berween them;
i extirpation of genocide, apartheid, advocacy of fascism and every other form of racial,
national or religious exclusiveness, and also of diserimination against people on this bas

af cach people to choose the ways and

1o all

cmenration of the political, and personal rights of people:

i solution in & humane and positive spirit to questions related to the reunitng of familics,
marriage, and the promotion of cantacts berween people and berween organizations;

v strengihening of and the quests for new forms of coopersation in culere, art, science,
education, 2nd medicine.
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