Committee Secretary,

Senate Legal & Constitutional Committee
Department of the Senate

PO Box 6100 Parllament House
Canberra ACT 2600

26 July 2006
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to you on behalf of Mrs Marjorie Woodrow who has asked that the enclosed
material be accepted as her submission to the Senate Committee Inquiry into
Indigenous Workers Whose Paid Labour Was Controlled by Government (Stolen Wages).

I am enclosing a form signed by Mrs Woodrow and copies of some letters, as well as a
copy of Mrs Woodrow's story “Long Tome Coming Home". Also, as soon as I receive the
requested copy, 1 will be forwarding a DVD of a Message Stick program (ABC TV) about
Mrs Woodrow. She has also referred to another video which we have not been able to
access yet further documenting her life experience as one of the Stolen Generation who
was sent to work as a domestic servant after being in Cootamundra Girls Home.

Below are the results of a search of ABC archives on Mrs Woodrow which you may be of
inferest:

Marjorie Woodrow http://www.abc.net.au/message/tv/ ms/s1276747.htm

At 78 years, Marjorie is a bright, intelligent, articulate, warm woman and many years
ago, promised her old mates that she would 'fight on for our wages'. She has become
one of the predominant peoples involved in the NSW stolen wages claim. After all the
injustices, which have been metered out to her during her life, Marjorie strives to right
the wrongs for her people. Marjorie Woodrow believes that she was born three years
after the date stated on her ‘official’ birth certificate. She was born under a tree ina
place known as Carowra Tank near Murrum Bridge in Central New South Wales.
Stateline http://www.abc.net.au/stateling/nsw/content/2003/s869514.htm

Stolen Wages hito:/fwww,abc.net.au/tv/rewind/ba/s1218259.him

Mrs Woodrow is happy to be contacted directly by the Inquiry Committee and her
contact details are as follows:
Mrs Mariorie Woodrow

.fanenéwa)ni;;
/ ©n behalf of Mrs Marjorie Woodrow.
{]
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THE CABINET OFFICE
NEW SOUTH WALES

18/08/2005

AAQ5/14569 - SPB

Ms Marjorie Woodrow

Dear Ms Woodrow

The Premier has received your recent letter concerning various issues,

Your views have been noted and Mr Iemma appreciates the reasons which prompted
you to write to him on this occasion.

As the matter you have raised primarily concerns the administration of the Special
Minister of State, Minister for Commerce, Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister
for Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, Assistant Treasurer, and Vice President of

the Executive Council, the Hon J J Della Bosca, MLC, the Premier has arranged to
bring your approach to the Minister’s attention.

You may be sure that your comments will receive close consideration.
Yours sincerely

,gager B Wilkins
Director-General

LEVEL 39, GOVERNOR MACQUARIE TOWER, 1 F ER PLACE, SYDNEY 2000, AUSTRALIA, TEL: (02) 9228 5300 FAX: (02} 5228 3062
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. GPO BOX 1133, CANBERRA CITY, ACT 2601
. - PHONE (082} 47 0843

if & peopis should lose something, CORAL EDWARDS, CO-ORDINATOR
And turm back, and look carsfully for it—
Thay will find it, —Tatanka ‘Yotanka 15 August 1585

DEar Marge,

Thanks for your letter today. Isn't it good news about Moma. I'm glad she
liked the picture, too. Probably in today's mail as well as this letter there

will be an invite to the La Peropse meeting at the ead of September. It would

be nice i1f Mona and Mrs Peckham could come too.

We had an interesting time at Wilcanaia. We met a lady called|Gertie Jcohmson
(she is a Johnson by marriage) who kuew about you, and recognised your phote in
the Link-Up book. I think we may be going up there scme time in October again to
introduce Gloria and Beryl Lynette ﬁo their mother {they were the two girls
from Wilcannia you may remember £rom our last meeting. We can talk about this
at the September meeting - maybe we qsuld work out some plan where we could meset
you at Cobar 'and drive te Wilcannia from there if you'd like to come. However,

- this is nct very definite yet as we haven't spoken to Gloria and Beryl sbout it

yer, but we should know more by September.

The tape is here too. To tell you the truth, I was a bit disappointed in it.
There was far more of me in it than I realised, or wanted. I thought wmy part

was going to be just a few minutes at the end, but as it turns out there’s more

&f me that there is of you or Bill Riley. I'm sorry its like that, but we can't
do much about it now! The parts about you are nice, though, so I hope you'll

enjoy that part.

Bye for now Marge, and good luck with the court case.

2 T p.S.

S / Gertis Johnson said anytime
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vessserneresssnnenennerss OIE time coming home

as recalled by Marjorie Woodrow




Premier of New South Wales
Australia

FOREWORD

It is an honour to be invited to write the foreword to Marjorie Woodrow's
life story as told by Dianne Decker. In telling her own story, Marjorie gives
voice to countless others whose stories remain untold,

Marjorie was separated at the age of two. She did not see her mother again
until 68 vears later. The maltreatment she received from those charged with
caring for her “welfare” will be sadly familiar to other Aboriginal men and
women who were denied the love and guidance of their own families because
of the policies of separation.

There is pain and sadness in this story but the strongest theme is courage,
Courage and resilience and determination. Stories like Marjories's are
finally being told; Australians are finally listening. With goodwill and
commitment, we may be on the verge of a new beginning.

Bob Carr MP

Fremier of New South Wales
Minister for the Arts
Minister for Citizenship

June 2001




"Erom a mother's own heart for no one else can
ever understand--—-

I have dedicated this book to the memory of my
mother Ethel Johnson and to ail other Aboriginal
mothers who have suffered the terrifying ordeal of
having their chifdren taken from them--many never
to be reunited.

I am one of the lucky ones - I found my mother after

many years of searching; for me it was indeed a
... long time coming home”.

Marjorie Woodrow

June 2001
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INTRODUCTION

[ enjoyed an instant rapport with and respect for Mrs Marjoric Woodrow
when [ met her in the health clinic at Murrin Bridge when [ first began
working within the community. Our friendship has grown strong over the
years. 1 have carefully writien this work at all times with respeet and the
strict consultation and permission of Marjorie. I was privileged to meet
Marjories” mother Mrs Ethel Johnson and later stayed with Marjorie when I
worked out at Murrin Bridge. - I consider it an honour and great privilege to
have helped ensure that even this small part of Australian history has been
recorded.

Her mother named her Margaret Rose and her Aboriginal name is Yama
Karra - someone else decided she would be known as Marjorie.  She had
many surnames including Keewong (as her mother was given this name
from the property were she lived and Marjorie was born) Wyman, Steadson,
Stcadman and Johnson. These names appear on many of the Government
records held in the Police and Aboriginal Protection Board files. Yet still
there is no birth certificate. This happened to most Aboriginal children when
they were taken from their families and added greatly to the loss of identity,
confusion and In many cases made it impossible to retrace and be reunited
with their families. Most mothers put much thoughi into naming a child
when they are born and that is always a parent’s special privilege. Names
usually have some special meaning about your child - even that right was
taken from Marjorie and Ethel. The right to give and the right to bear your
oW1l name,

The history of our Aboriginal friends has often been ignored, denied or
somehow made to seem as insignificant. Australia should hear and
understand what Marjorie has been through during her life.

Read her story with an open heart. You cannot help but feel her pain and yet

feel her wonderful, love and optimism for the future of her family.

Dianne Decker ALM.
FORBES
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CHAPTER 1

Pictured: Corowra Tank af sunset 1997

Pictured: The tree the old folk believe T was born under ar Carowra tank, Roy Harris, Muriel Harris
and Mamie King inspect the tree.




"I was born under a big tree at Carowra Tank"

At the time of my birth my mother Ethel was working as 2 housemaid on "Keewong Station" near
Trida at a place known as Carowra Tank, between Hillston and Lake Cargelligo, Through my
mother I am a Barkindji woman. My mother never told me who my white biological father was;
she said, "it would be unwise for me to have that knowledge". It was not a willing experience I am
much lighter than my other brothers and sister are. He was believed to be a white farmer from the
Griffith area, perhaps an Englishman. [ will never know. Later on some of my official papers my
father was named as William Steadson, whereabouts unknown. | was also known under Steadman
and Johnson. My mother was given Kcewong as a surname after the property that she lived on,
she was also known as Wyman. When Fred Johnson married my mother Ethel, he became my real
father. He came from the Wonburrwa Tribe. Sadly Fred was committed, (as were many other
Aboriginal people who were considered insane) to an asylum in Orange for over fifty years. He
was never released and died in 1998. 1 visited him there but by then he was unable to speak.
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Pictured: Cootamundra Girls Home as it is today; now Bimbadeen Training College
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CHAPTER 2

COOTAMUNDRA GIRLS HOME : ‘

They said that I stole a pair of stockings and that was the start of all the trouble. Nearly sixty years
ago it wasn’t that easy for a teenage Aboriginal girl to prove her innocence in a white society.
This was my first job and the work in the Griffith (N.S.W.) boarding house was hard to anyone
who didn’t have a natural vocation for scrubbing floors, washing, ironing and cooking for a small
crowd of people. In the courtroom [ was declared uncontrollable and placed in the Cootamundra
Girls Home. 1 had not stolen those stockings. I hated injustice and as a so called inferior, totally
Government controlled young black woman , 1 was not permitted to have an opinion or to speak
up when | thought we were not being treated fairly. I think this was the reason they called me
uncontrollable. That, plus my independent tendencies at times must have counted against me.
Being the only Aboriginal there 1 felt resentful that 1 always seemed the automatic choice if
something was missing then it had to be the Aboriginal who took it. Taken away at about the age
of two years (like so many other Aboriginal children) I felt that I should not have been in that
Griffith courtroom anyway. I could not remember my mother. I am sure somehow if the pain is
too intense that our minds “block certain things out”. 1 had vague recollections of “uncles” and
“aunties” as 1 was fostered to different people after 1 was taken by the authorities, I never lost the
deep down feeling of wanting to go home to my people, desperately wanting my mother. My
mother was dead, or so I was told ttme after time. Sadly I believed this story for years. Later I
accidentally discovered that this was a deliberate lie. How many other children, black and white,
have been told the same lies, what a dreadfully cruel Lie to spin to a vulnerable, defenceless child.
Mothers are so important - your mother is different to everyone else in the world. Didn’t they
realise what they had done to us? The pain of a mother’s desperate longing for her child and a
child’s great need for the nurturing of a mother- the agony of not knowing? Over sixty vears later; -
after discovering by chance that my mother might be alive. It took only a short, but very
determined effort before I found her and we met. We were re-united at Murrin Bridge Aboriginal
settlement near Lake Cargelligo in Central New South Wales, and we had eighteen months
together before my mother, Ethel Johnson, died in 1994,

.JT HAD BEEN A LONG TIME COMING HOME.

Those eighteen months together were wonderful, but the lost sixty-eight years could never be
repaid, even though I have found a new family of brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews, Back o
1939 and those stolen stockings. The Court decided I had stolen them - I've never worn silk.
stockings in my life! Described as a bad girl, I was sent to Cootamundra Girls Training Home as
a state ward. I learned later that the idea of the Home was to separate lighter coloured Aboriginal
girls from their parents for assimilation into the white community as domestic help. At
Cootarmnundra strict discipline and domestic training was the order of the day - with punishment
for those who neglected their chores. The punishment consisted of being placed in the “naunghty
girls room”, a very small place, while you pondered on your wickedness, sometimes for days. One
of the punishment rooms was the old morgue and we were always reminded of this as you were
placed in it. Other punishment inciuded being walloped with a leather strap. At first I felt a listle
odd at being dressed the same as all the other girls, with navy-pleated skirts, whiie blouses and
black woollen stockings. We were all Aboriginal, we were never called by our names. It was
always “number 108, step forward!” We had numbers sewn on our uniforms. Everyone could see
that we were from the Girl’s Home. We were branded just like cattle, It was like what we now
know as prison camps. As day followed day my desire to go home got stronger. Where was my
home? I was determined to find out, and made several half-hearted attempts to escape without
giving the authorities much trouble.




Gradually came the realisation that I had a better chance of finding them if I could get to
Brewarrina in the Far West of New South Wales; as my people were from the Ngiyvampaa clan. So
after eighteen months at Cootamundra my mind was made up to make a determined effort to
escape. Preparation came first. This involved recruiting three other girls of like mind who wished
to find their families. Next came the gathering of provisions to sustain us on the journey. It was
not difficult to put bits of food away in a calico bag, as 1 was on kitchen duty at the time. Bread,
hiscuits, apples and other sundries soon built up into a sizeable supply. The night was clear as we
crept nervously over the fence. Everything was still, not a sound could be heard. Without looking
back we walked quickly down the hill and through the almost deserted streets of Cootamundra
hoping that no one would recognise our uniforms and ask what we were doing. It did not take
long to reach the railway station and creep to a goods train standing idle in the sidings. There were
open wagons with tarpaulins over some of them. Well, in books and films it seems casy in the
U.S.A. for people to hitch rides on freight trains. We. did not imagine any difficulty in getting
aboard and under the covers. Forget it - it was nothing as easy s on the films! If anyone had
been watching they would probably have hooted with laughter at the sight of four skinny
Aboriginal girls jumping up and falling from the wagon, rolling over the ground, time and time
again, desperate to get away. Eventually the two largest girls managed to get into ome of the
wagons. Tibby Briar and I were smaller and had to keep on trying. In desperation I tried an extra
high jump and fell back badly on my ankle. With the aid of a stick that was lying under a tree |
hobbled off with Tibby and as much dignity as possible. The food was a bit battered but two
hungry girls made short work of the bits and pieces riding around in the calico bag. Our long walk
then started. Hungry, cold and tired the fields stretched endiessty dark on both sides of us after we
left town, whilst the pain in my ankle kept the feeling of misery close at hand. After an eternity of
darkness, or so it was beginning to appear, we saw a welcome light and wudging up a long
driveway we came across a farmhouse. We were 100 hungry and tired to bother about security so
we knocked on the door. It was not as late as we had thought because the farmes, and his wife
were still up. They turned out to be a friendly young couple (with two children) who had heard
of our escape on the radio. Our institutional uniferms with our numbers on them gave us away.
“You'll have to give yourselves up!” we were told. But they were very kind and gave us a hot
meal. A telephone call soon brought out a police car and we were pleasantly surprised to find the
sergeant and constable very nice to us. But once out of the house we got hustled down o the car
by the police, then we were both booted hard in the backside. “Get in there you little black
bastards, you're nothing but trouble! I don’t know why the whites worry and get concerned for
vou!” Back at the Home the matren said “You're both very naughty for what you did. Why did
you do it?” We were terrified by then. They would never understand our need to get back o our
peaple however much we tried to explain. So we didn’t bother. The mairon pointing at me said o
the Sergeant “this one has always got a grin on her face which shows she doesn’t care!” | admit
I was always smiling, 1 couldn’t help it - it was in my nature. A glint appeared in the Sergeant’s
eyes. “If you don’t take that grin off, I'll knock it off you!” A sudden punch and he had clouted
me on the mouth. His method worked only too well, because from that moment I became a
changed girl. My smiling ceased as I sank back into myself and a black feeling settled over me as
I thought hopelessly “What's left for us?” The two girls whe managed (o climb into the rallway
iruck got clean away and eventually reached Brewarrina. They kept quiet and never had to
return. Tibby and I were parted when | was transferred elsewhere at a later slage. I never saw her
again. I learned years later that she had found her brothers and sisters but was too late to see her
parents again. She got married and had two sons and a daughter. She could never forget the past
and spent much of her mairied life haunted by the fear of the welfare officers taking her children.
Tibby spent much time dodging around ceatral New South Wales, too nervous to settle anywhere
for long in case she lost the children. She died still feeling embittered. Back to my tale of
Cootamundra, One night, Gladys, the gitl in the next bed to mine in the dormitory woke us all up
with a loud scream. The screaming was awful and we could not quicten her. By the time the
matron and staff had arrived those agonising screams had shattered us completely.




At last an ambulance came and Gladys was taken away. We never saw her again, although many

years later I Jearned that she had spent the rest of her life in a mental hospital. Out the back of the
home was a big round well. It was an eerie, frightening place to walk past. Rumours were always
being told that the naughty little ones had been put down the well or buried in the orchard under
the fruit trees. When the home was being closed many of the records were directed to be burned
by Matron Marshall and the well was filled in. I still have bad thoughis and nightmares about that
well - was it just childhood fear? What really did happen to those children in the dark of night?
Perhaps is it time the authorities dug it up.

Pictured: a garden built over the well after it was filled in-is it time the authorities dug it up?

In 19391 was sent out from the girl’s home to work on a farm for Mrs. E, Miller on “Little Dale”,
Cootamundra. The work seemed never ending, and consisted of doing the cooking, locking after
twin boys of pre-school age, scrubbing the wooden floors, washing and ironing. For this I got my
keep plus one shilling per week. If this wasn’t slavery it was certainly very cheap labour. As the
only Aboriginal on this farm I was not allowed to sit with the family. 1t became a very lonely life.
[ had to sit and eat on my own in the kitchen. At shearing time I would eat with the shearers.
There were times when 1 wished it would become even lonelier as far as | was concerned. An
elderly white man (an inlaw living on the farm) wouldn’t leave me alone and kept on pestering me
to go to bed with him. He scared me, and as the lock on the door to my room was flimsy I took
to barricading my door with furniture at night. Apart from his suggestions he hardly spoke to me,
but he kept on looking at me. No one seemed to notice. My worst moments came every
Wednesday when the master and his wife went out for the day to play tennis. On these days I got
into the habit of rushing through the chores so that I could keep out of the house as long as
possible. Those two boys must have wondered why I took them for such long walks every
Wednesday. Better tired than harassed I thought. Nobody knew the horror I felt at these times.
This harassment never stopped and not being able to stand it any more { thought that if 1 could not
remove the problem, then the next best thing was 1o remove mysel! from the problem. 1 certainly
did not think that | would be believed at the farm, so running away seemed the best solution, After
getting a lift into town [ headed straight (o the police station and spoke of the problem. “You're
nothing but black trouble!” 1 was told. My credibility was less than zero. So were my spirits as ]
was whisked back to Cootamundra Girls Home. Once more my story was not believed and was
thought to be a convenient excuse for running away.




A very angry Matron could see no future for me. “I can do ne more for you” she said, “You're a
very bad influence on all the other girls! So I can’t have you staying here!” She had me placed in
the little punishment room "solitary confinement” where | was kept out of everyone’s sight, I was
just a kid, not yet fifteen. I was kept Jocked in that tiny room until I was taken away a few days
later. Kicked out of the Girls Home, what pext? 1 had tried to escape several times, but being
expelled seemed different somehow. There was no one to taik to and I suddenly became a very
frightened young Aboriginal girl. My eighteen months stay at Cootamundra Girls Home had not
been happy, but T was to find Parramatta much worse.

Pictured: Dora Williams with her daughter Joy and grandson Ken. Dora, now deceased. She was
with me in the Cootamundra Girls Home. Many years later we met up through Link-Up New
South Wales.

Following are the Research Reporis on C ootamundra Girls Home by Peter Rimas Kabaila
It is interesting and gives the reader a very clear picture of what Cootamundra was like.
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RESEARCH REPORTS

Cootamundra Girls Home: four eras

of occupation

Peter Rimas Kabaila

Peter Kabaila, with degrees in architecture from the
University of New South Wales and archaeology
fromt the Australian National University, has a
consulting practice in Canberra, He is currently
resenrching Aboriginal places of the period following
European Settlement in Wiradfurt country.

Cootamundra is a large town on the edge of the New
South Wales uolands, located at the }unctson of the
Cootamundra and Muttama Creeks, which flow into
the Murrumbidgee River. It became an important
communications centre in the nineteenth century,
lying on the main railwayv line between Sydney and
Melbourne, and at the junction of two branch lines.
However, it is best known to Aboriginal people for
its famous, or infamous, Cootamnundra Girls Home.
This institution operated between 1912 and 1969,
under the Aborigines Welfare Board. It was then
transferred to the New South Wales Youth and
Community Services Department as a home for girls
of all races. More recently, it has become an
Abdgtiginal religious education centre, retaining its
older, alternative name of Bimbadeen.

From pre-European times through to the present
day, the piaces and features in the fandscape have
been important to Aboriginal people as a tangible
record, the primary document of past events. The
ground known today as the old Cootamundra Girls
Home or Bimbadeen Training College can be divided
into four distinct eras of occupation. After thousands
of years of being part of Aboriginal hunter-gatherer
lands, the site became designated as crown land
during European oceupation and was first built up,
in the late nineteenth century, as a hospital to serve
the booming Cootamundra township. The site
proved inconvenient, being separated from the town
by the busy main line railway, and a new hospital
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was built in the town centre. Later, the old ho::pltai
was turned inte a girls home.

The new girls home started operation in 1912 and
became the central institution in New South Wales

- for housing Aboriginal girls who were placed under

state control.? After the home was finally closed in
1975, it was taken over by the Abocriginal Christian
training college of Bimbadeen.

Each of these four phases of site occupation has
left its own imprint on the memories, oral history,
written records, and landscape of the place. It is
worthwhile looking at the physical evidence of the
site because it complements knowledge as seen
through history, documents and merories.

Aboriginal land use before European
settlement

In times before European settlement, Wiradjuri
peopie moved over a bounded territory: their
couwniry. Their major patterns of movement were
probably dictated by seasonal food supplies and by
the practice of their ceremonial life. The Wir‘idmr'
country included lands over the present ﬁown&‘vp
of Cootamundra and the hill of Bimbadeen which
overlooks it. The junction of several streams at
Cootamundra provided a reliable source of water
and creek flats on which to camp. Axes and other
Aboriginal stone artefacts have been found in the
vicinity, and cne archaeclogical survey recently
recorded relics of Aboriginal campsztec 4

A hospital for Cootamundra

In the 1880s, the Cootamundra township chose a
landmark to site their first district hospital. It was a
landmark hill on crown land, commanding a good
view of the town below. The hospital building was
marked by a foundation stone in 1887, Fifty years
later, the old residents in the town still talked of the
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Plate 2

First Cootarmundra town hospital 1867-1900: a reconstruction showing the arrangement of buildings.

sick people being hauled by hand in wooden trolleys
across the railway tracks, having to wait for trains o
be shunted, and then up the steep hill to the hospital.
Or patients would travel up by horse and buggy,
passing the morgue before pulling up at the old
circular driveway at the front of the building (now
the rear). Once they were installed in the hospital,
they had a good view over the cemetery. From the
hospital, it was downhill all the way to the cemetery;
this may not have helped patient recovery. At any
rate, the hospital site was eventuaily found to be
unsatisfactory for its original purpose.?

1t is clear from various building details, such
2 brickwork, windows and fascia styvies, that the
original hospital complex included not only the main
block, but also separate buildings for the kitchen,
morgue, nurses gquarters and boiler room. The
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MOTrgie was a timberboard-lined, single-room
building. Its entrance had a plain-boarded shed door.
Inside it was fitted out with 2 §t [60 cm] wide wooden
shelves, supported off the walls by wooden brackets,
which could store about fifteen coffins. Traces of the
original circular hospital driveway are still visible
as a slight terrace in the lawn, although grass has
completely covered the rock edging to the driveway.
A large brick-lined weil, between the main
building and the kitchen block, serviced both of these
buildings. It supplied clean water collected from the
roofs and was substantially built. It was covered
with a cement domed fop and hatch. Water was
pumped up to a water tank on a stand, for heating
in the boiler room. Some hospital refuse was thrown
in to be burnt with the coke in the boiler. An archaec-
logical test excavation has uncovered the
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milky-white bases of glass medicine bottles, glass I
medicine-bottie stoppers gone purple from exposure
to sunlight, and a piece of the Staffordshire transfer

pattern crockery popular in British colonies at S R e fﬁ‘z'm
the turn of the century. Pieces of thick, white earthen- : '2;? J%“ﬁﬁ“ g
A ' i
H

ware cups and plates, the institutional crockery used
in places such as hospitals and the girls home, lie
both on the surface and underground. Two blank
cartridges from .303-calibre service rifles were also
found. The 1942 date stamp on one cartridge
supports a rumour that crown land near the girls
home had been used as a wartime army practice
range.*

The buildings also contain within them various
relics of the hospital’s operation. The original
hospital toilets had special hatches (later bricked
over) for removal of the nightsoil or toilet pans. The
small operating theatre had a large mirror framed
into its pressed metal ceiling, and an early electric
emergency button for calling the nurse is still mount-
ed to one window frame of what was the main ward.

This first district hospital operated for only some
six years, closing in 1895, The new hospital,
constructed in the centre of town, opened in 1910

Plate 3

This large mirror was mounted in the ceiling of the operating the-
atre, which later became the matron’s bedroom {now Bimbadeen's
married quarters).

el

“ ir

74
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Plate 2 hate 4 ‘
The girls’ sewing room was originally built as a lavatory for the An electric nurse-call button, still attached 10 2 window frame in
old hospital ward. Under the windows can be seen the bricked-up what was, originally, the main hospital ward. This later became
hatehes. the girls home main dormitory (now a lecture room).
i
A
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The girls home

Two years later, the old hospital grounds were
re-opened as a children’s home. In 1912 the
Cootamundra Home, for so-called orphaned and
neglected children, had transferred to it 35 acres of
hospital grounds with their brick buildings. On
the hilltop, the original brick hospital buildings
were re-occupied. Various Hmber-frame buildings,
approximately datable by their Victorian period-style
fancy weatherboards, were constructed, inciuding
the caretakers cottage and caretakers garage which
may have originally been built to house the matron,
and the school weathershed.

A vear after operations commenced, the main
building was altered, probably by infilling the front
verandah, to provide extra accommodation for up to
thirty-five girls. The main dormitory (former hospital
ward), occupied by the older girls, 12-15 years old,
had a central aisle and two rows of closely spaced
beds, separated by small bedside hospital pattern
cabinets. It was heated by an open fireplace. School
uniforms were hung in wall cupboards at the
opposite end of the room. A former verandah was
occupied by the 6~11-year-old girls, Possibly in the
1930s, the long room, as it was known, was widened
to fit a second row of beds, the new wall enclosed in
glass ‘Cooper’ louvres. The old verandah step and

posts are still there. The ‘isolation room’ was used as-

an infants dormitory for the 4-5-year-olds. While it
was generally believed to have been a babies ward in
the old hospital, to ‘isolate” infants from the older
inmates, the foom was probably added in the 1920s,
vears after the hospital had closed. It was also used
zs the schoolroom in the early 1940s, before the girls
were sent to school in the town. Another verandah
became the box room, used for stering school bags
and personal belongings. It was also a place of
detention. The old verandah post is still there. The
issue store was used as a locker room for the girls’
personal belongings, as well as for items regularly
issued, such as toothpaste.

In 1913 the old nurses guarters became an
Aboriginal school, where the girls tock sewing
lessons to make clothes for Red Cross parcels to be
sent to Belgian children orphaned during the First
World War. That vear, the Aborigines Protection
Board's newly appointed ‘home-finder’” went to
Warangesda mission and took children back with her
to Cootamundra.?

In 1917, a local advisory committee was formed

19

and play equipment items, such as swings and
see-saws, were installed.® Annual fundraising was
commenced, with a fete and concert being held in the
town to raise money for the home, signs of a measure
of support from the townspeople. By 1925 these year-
ly events had bought an organ for the schoolhouse
(£11), a piano (£33), a wind-up gramophone and
records, and a downpayment on a car for the home.”
Also, probably around this time, a tennis court was
made and the driveway shifted to service the new
building layout.

On the siopes at the bottom of the steep hill and
near the dam, a vegetable garden and orchard were
developed to supplement the basic girls home diet.
The vegetable garden was started in 1920 and was
worked by the older girls and, a year later, the
orchard of one and a half acres was planted. The
stock dam was enlarged to water the vegetables. The
girls grew pumpkins, marrows, potatoes, tomatoes
and lettuces. A windmill was put in at the bottom of
the hill to pump water from the dam to the vegetable
garden and orchard. The girls home was at that time
modelled somewhat on Warangesda and other
Aboriginal stations, in that it was a partly self-
sufficient farming operation. Melons were grown for
jam and lucerne for the cows. The home grew its own
vegetables and had its own milking cows and
produced its own dairy products. ”

Over the 1920s, the grounds were more fully
established as a children’s institution. In 1925 2
number of renovations were carried out. A separate
toilet block was built, It was a basic, freestanding
corrugated iron shed, with a pan system (‘thunder-
boxes') set up for the twice-weekly ‘night soil
collection’. The matron’s quarters had been relocated
into the old hospital operating theatre, and staff used
a separate outhouse near there. Any men on the site
used the caretaker’s outhouse. In addition to the
weaatherboard buildings, the more basic corrugated
iron garage, laundry and dairy may possibly have
been constructed around the same fime as the teilet
block.

The brick kitchen building was extended, about
1925, to about twice its original lengthx and a large
wood cooking range was installed. The cook’s
gquarters (possibly the former hospital kitchen
and cook's bedroom} had a sitting room, and an
attached bathroom and bedroom. Between the cook’s
guarters and the main building was a lattice way and
assembly court. In the 1920s and 30s, the open brick
drains at the side of the kitchen were whitewashed
daily, and the brick-paved courtyard was used fo
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Plate 5

Cootamundra Aboriginal Girls Home 1912-1975: a reconstruction showing the arrangement of buildings.

floor-scrubbing detention. In the 1940s to 60s, the
courtyard was used for assembly before school. The
girls cleaned their school shoes there daily.

At this time, the water supply at the girls home at
the top of the hill was the original well and some
overhead roof-water collection tanks.5 Water some-
times had to be carted by the girls from the dam up
to the top of the hill. In 1940 the home received a
town-water supply. A hot-water service, an electric
washing machine and some outdoor play items were
installed. Showers and basins were added in 1952,
although the hot water was not regulated and the
showers could not be used until about 1960. Also,
there was no septic tank at the home, 50 the oid 1925
toilet block was still used. Later in the 1960s, a septic
tank and a new toilet and shower block were
constructed, but student numbers were by then in
decline.?

34 Australian Aborigifml Studies 1995/ number 1

Old bottles have probably been cleared from
the site. The only remaining bottle dump is under-
neath the caretakers cottage, consisting of about
fifty neatly stacked beer and fortified wine bottles,
all dating from years between 1943 and 1946.
While someone has jokingly pointed out that the
bottles suggest a caretaker drinking his way through
the war vears, the more accurate deduction is that the
drinking was in sensible moderation and that an
upper laver of bottles has been removed during a
clean-up.1V

Not much physical change appeared to result from
the Protection Board being reconstituted into the
Welfare Board in 1940. The girls home population
fluctuated each year, but over the 1940s it was gener-
ally filled close to its capacity of forty-five to fifty
giris. Various verandah infills were carried out at this
time to increase the bed capacity.
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Cootamundra Aboriginai Girls Home 1912-1973: a reconstruction showing the room functions.
KEY
12 Hail

1 Main dormitory (former hospital ward) 13 Issue store
 The long room {former hospital verandah) 14 Matron's bathroom
3 Activities room (former hospital verandah and dining 15 Matron's bedrocm (former operating theatre)

halll 16 Sunroom {former hospital verandah)
4 Sewing room (former hospital lavatory) 17 Lattice way and assembly court
3 Box room (former hospital verandah) 18 Laundry shed
6 {solation room 19 Boiler room
7 Totiets /showers 20 Food store (former morgue)
8 Ironing and study room (former operating room and 21 Kitchen

AUTSes TOOM) 22 Dining room
9 Hall 23 Cook’s quarters
19 Matron's office (former hospital dispensary) 24 Well
11 Matron's pariour 25 Morgue: location till about 1960
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Plate 7

Cootamundra Aboriginal Girls Home 19121973 iocation plan of places used for detention or punishment.

KEY -

1 Morgue {food store}: the former morgue retained its horrible name for discipline purposes: it was also a detention room.
Once locked inside, there was no escape for several hours, and the inside was dark, especially if the detention was at night-
£

fall.

2 Paved courtyard: a common punishment was to scrub this paving, brick by brick.

3 Box room: the box room was used as a ‘cooling-off” and detention room, for several hours at a time. The door is scarred
from years of girls hitting it with buckets and boxes, and kicking it to get out.

4 Matron’s office: one of the matron’s duties was to sanction punishments. The office had a strap hanging on the wall; its
use was reserved for the most sericus offences.

5 Morgue location up to about 1960,
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A ‘fibro’ extension to one verandah converted it
to a dining hail. It was heated by an open fireplace
and its dining tables were laid out lengthwise, with a
servery table at one end of the room. At around
1960, a new dining room was added to the kitchen
block. The old dining room was then used for indoor
activities, such as homework, board games, TV
viewing and dance lessons. Next to the dining hall
was the sewing room (former hospital lavatory)
where, over the 1940s to 60s, a woman from the town
was employed to sew clothes for the girls. The
former operating room and nurses room was used
for after-school study and homewaork, as well as by
girls carrying out the ironing roster. The covered
sroning board was made from an old coffin lid.

Erom 1945 onwards, all the girls went to school in
town and so were not able to tend the vegetable
garden daily, The garden had fallen well into disuse
by 1955, An attempt was made to revive it; water was
ceticulated to it by galvanised branch line. But it
was not far from the roadway and vegetables were
said to ‘disappear’ into neighbouring properties. The
labour-intensive vegetable garden turned out not to
be viable, and so it was converted into a lucerne
paddock. For a time, the electricity commission
dumped their old transformer oil onto this land,
effectivety killing the lucerne paddock. By contrast,
the old orchard remained productive throughout the
years of the home’s operation, mainly producing
apples but also peaches, pears, plums, nectarines and
apricots.

Over the 1950s, as well as being self-sufficient in
fruit, the girls home ¢till ran their own dairy and
separated out their own milk and cream. In the late
1950s, a special milk and cream separation hut was
even built. The old morgue was also moved, around
1960, to its present location. It was used as 2 food
store, its wooden coffin-shelves stocked with
preserves. Its relocation was quite an effort. The floor
timbers were bolted together to keep them joined.
The whole building was then rolled onto 3 in {7.5 eml
pipes and dragged along by the girls home truck
pulling a chain. The same truck used to take the girls
to school and was typical group transport in its day:
2 Bedford 3-tonner rigged with seats and a canvas
cover.

The weathershed was originally built for
lunchtimes, when the Aboriginal schoolhouse was in
operation. After the girls began attending the public
school in Cootamundra, they used the weathershed
during leisure hours as a sort of theatre stage. There
they invented plays and acted them out. Sometime
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later, an electric record player was acquired o
provide music for the plays, and for the girls it
became their Tock ‘n’ roll shed”.

In 1969, when the Aborigines Welfare Beard was
abolished, many of the girls home records were
transferred to the Parramatta Girls Home, another
government-run institution for ‘neglected’ children.
For the following half-dozen vears, non-Aboriginal
girls were also admitted to the Cootamundra Girls
Home until its closure in 1975. It was then handed
over to the Aboriginal Lands Trust. The last member
of staff was the caretaker, who finished in December
1975, after staying on for another six months at the
request of the new land-holders.

"The contents of the girls home were thoroughly
removed. Although officially everything was'to go
to the Parramatta Girls Home, some belongings
travelled a different path. Albert Namatiira had
visited Bimbadeen on 20 December 1956 and given a
painting to the home. It was framed by the shire
council and hung in the lounge room. After the
home's closure, the painting “evaporated’, until years
later the caretaker’s son was watching a television
news interview and spotted the painting in the back-
ground. It was hanging on the wall of a private
{ anberra home!

The girls home artefacts of probably greatest
value were its documents, letters and personal files,
stored in the matron’s pariour. Some boxes may have
been sent to Parramatta Girls Home. At the sudden
closure of the Cootamundra home in 1975, the care-
taker was instructed by Matron Marshail to burn
three laundry baskets filled with documents.!!

Bimbadeen

The adopted Aboriginal name of Bimbadeen
(possibly meaning ‘frogs in the marsh’} has been in
use at the property for some thirty or forty years.
Since 1978, Bimbadeen has been occupied by the
Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship, mainly as an
inter-denominational Bible training college for
Aboriginal people. The organisation receives no
government funding. Students vary in age from
teenagers to mature age, the minimum age being 18.
Some train in biblical studies for Christan pastoral
work within their own Aboriginal commurities, and
in other communities Australia-wide. Others enter
into non-religious employment, but have a Bible-
based ethic and training from which they work. In
1994 the college staff consisted of three teachers, with
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positions of principal, dean and administrator; in
addition, there were a farm manager, a cook and ten
students, '

The Aboriginal Evangelical Fellowship had
inherited both the solid brick hospital buildings, and
the weatherboard and iron girls home buildings.
Over the next decade, the college carried out a series
of repairs, demolitions and additions.

The orchard was regarded as non-productive and
was removed. The former nurses quarters, later the
school, was demolished. Various corrugated iron
outbuildings were also demolished, including the
laundry, toilet block and main garage. The boiler and
water tower were removed, and the well was filled
I

The former morgue was stripped down and
converted into a cool room. The old caretakers cot-
tage, garage and dining room were relined in ‘fibro’
weatherboard, and three new timber-framed houses
were built, Local perceptions of what constitutes an
historic structure have resulted in plans to also
demolish the weathershed and mergue, despite the
fact that these relics of the girls home would be fairly
easy to renovate and maintain.

Over recent years, several outbuildings were
constructed, including a chicken coop and a pigsty,
both of which quickly fell cut of use. There are also
several recently built steel agricultural sheds.

The main block, kitchen and additions stiil form
the core of Bimbadeen's present-day facilities. A new
vegetable garden has been built over the remains of
the old one, and the griginal dam remains in use. The
original dairy still supplies all the milk for the
college. As in earlier times, dairy cows are milked by
hand each day by students, and the milk and cream
are separated on site. The dairy shed also doubles as
a sheep slaughter area and saddlery store.!2 Under
the transformed Bimbadeen ‘laver’ of new buildings,
many of the old girls home structures continue to be
used. Each era of occupation of the site is affected by
previous uses.

Why is the girls home significant today? How was
it run? What was it like to be there? The second part
of this paper, to appear in a subsequent issue of
Aunsiralian Aborigraal Studies, casts light on the
answers to these questions by relating oral accounts
of the girls home. [t deals with the ambiguous role of
Cootamundra as a ‘home’ for girls, the importance
placed on regimentation in its daily life, and the
importance of the girls home to Aboriginal history.
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NOTES

1. The first mention of the girls home in the Aborigines Welfare
Board's annual reports is in 1913,

2. An estimate of the pre-European Wiradjuri Couniry area was
made by Tindale in 1974, Aboriginal Tribes of Australia, Avstralian
National Usiversity Press. Revisions were made by White in 1986,
Dimensions of Wiradjuri, Australian National University thesis
{unpublished). Lithic scatters indicating open campsite acttvity are
recorded in archaeological surveys lodged at the National Parks
and Wildlife Service Queanbeyan office.

3. Much of the hospital story is based on site observaticn and
deduction. Some notes and dates also from: 5. Moorehouse 1931
Official Souvenir: Commorwenith Jubilee Crlebrations mnd Back to
Cootarmsndra Week, 10 March 1951, Cootamundra.

4. Details of excavation by author, June 1964; A possible 15 x 30 m
surface area of ground near the septic tank cover was used as a
dump for coke ash and cinders from the boiler room, The cinders
were dumped over light-brown eoloured ground, in a layer vary-
ing from about 10 to 45 em thick. A 2-3 cm thick layer of topsoil
has developed over the cinders, covered with pasture grass. A test
excavation was shovelled out of mndom holes to sample for arte-
facts included in the coke. By 1955, the dairy had been in operation
rext to the former dump site for some time. Health regulations (in
the 19350s) would not have permitted cinder dumping next to the
dairy. From 1953 onwards, the caretaker used the cinders as 81l or
for road base. The main period of dumping was, therefore, consid-
ered tr have occurred during the vears of hospital operation and
up to about the Second World War. The presence of coloured mias-
fic fragments suggests that some dumping continued after the war,
when plastics became widespread. Most glass and ceramic frag-
ments were incinerated and fused bevond recognition. Some frag-
ments, however, such as food remains (mutton bones: pelvis and
b} and ceramics, are still identifiable and it is this random sample
that forms the basis of the author's interpretation.

3. Aborigines Protection Board Annual Reports 1913-16.

6. Aborigines Protection Board Annual Report 1918,

7. Aborigines Protection Board Annual Reports 1921-26.

8. Aborigines Protection Board Annual Report 1925,

9. Aborigines Welfare Board Annual Reports 194244, 1953-54.
Also Ella Hiscocks {Matron 1945-67), interviewed by Peter Kabaila
at Cootamuncdra in August 1994,

0. The bottles in this dump were identified as mainly beer and
sherry. but also port and gin as well as one methylated spiriis bot-

the andt several cough medicine bottles. Many bottles have manu-
facturers’ date stamps.

11, Details of grounds operation from 1950s threugh to ciesure: Ern
Gardiner (varetaker 1955-73), Interviewed by Peter Kabaila at
Coctamundra in June 1994,

12 Details of Bimbadeen operation and buildings from 1978 to
present: Lindsay Jaques {administrator 1978-94), interviewed by
Peter Kabaila at Bimbadeen in june 1994,
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CHAPTER 3

PARRRAMATTA INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

A plain-clothes pelicewoman took me by train to Sydney, and at Central Station an uniformed
policeman met us and escorted me to a modem two storey building in Glebe. From the sleepy
town of Cootarnundra to the strange and frightening hustie and bustle of Sydney. Made even more
frightening as it had been a silent journey. The policewoman who escorted me would not speak
one word {0 me during that long journey. No one would tell me what was going to happen.
Around the building at Glebe were high brick walls, topped with a high netting fence and barbed
wire along the top. I remember putting my knuckles in my mouth to stifle a gasp at the first sight
of this building. Was this my new home? A group of fificen of us girls (black and white) were
taken to the Children’s Court next day. There was no one to speak up for me and my overriding
feeling was of terrifying isolation. The police were the only ones to give me advice, and that was
to say that T had run away because I didn’t like the job. Any mention of the dirty old man that had
pestered me at the farm near Cootamundra would only get me into "really bad trouble”. “This is
all wrong!” I told myself, but 1 felt too scared to go against the police advice., The tears rolled
down my cheeks as I did what they wanted. “You are uncontrollable!” thundered the Judge “And
you are throwing away all the opportunities that you have been given in life!” Heaven knows |
never wanted those opportunities, whatever they were supposed to be in the first place - | just
wanted to be with my family. To me this was a very strange and different place, different rules -
cruel with no justice - cold - nothing warm. “You, Matjorie Johnson, are a very naughty girl,
completely uncontroiiable. I will place you in the Parramatta Industrial School for Girls for two
years, 1o be taught with strict ways., Maybe that will help you to live your life better than you are
doing now”. So that was that. When I was finished being lectured I was taken straight to
Parramatta. I can remember being driven up to the big gate. The man opened the gate and drove
the car in. When I looked around at the solid brick wails with two layers of barbed wire on the
top T knew 1 was in gaol, not an institution like a children’s home with space to move in. Al
Cootamundra there were things I didn’t agree with, but we had more freedom. There were no
high brick walls and the fences were low. But that Parramatia Girls Home, instead of calling it
home, they should have called it gaol, because it was gaol to me. On arrival we were taken to a
room and stripped naked; standing one by one in front of women officials, who examined our
bodies for any distinguishing marks. Then we were made to take a shower and given our prison
clothes, which were similar to those we wore at Cootamundra (navy blue tunics, white blouse),
Why hadn’t [ told the true story when I faced the judge? Would he have believed me? Every day
started the same.  After showers came breakfast, consisting of one slice of bread and dripping and
a slice of bread and jam. This was followed by a mug of tea and a dish of porridge. Sometimes
there were weevils in it but we had to eat it anyway. It never varied. There were early morning
chores before we were released for schooling in the compound and taught cooking, dressmaking,
knitting, making paper flowers and house cleaning. And then, of course, the inevitable laundry
work. Lunchiime began with prayers. We then had to sit at wooden tables on wooden benches
shoved into long lines. We had to fold our arms behind our backs until our food was served,
These long rows of tables made this enormous dining room ook even more colossal. Our chests
had to be well thrust out and the elbows tucked well in. We were told when to start. But take one
step out of line, like not folding your arms properly or not looking as though you were saying
your prayers you were ordered from the room, to stand outside and miss your lunch. Supervision
was constant. All three to four hundred of us were counted for meals, counted for bed, watched in
the showers and watched closely as we prayed at our bedside, before getting into bed.




}t was to keep my mind active that I hit on the idea of teaching my language Ngiyampaa to
six Aboriginal girls from Bourke, Brewarrina and Moree. Two white girls also joined my
«class”. Authorities saw no merit in the enterprise when it discovered our activity and | was
forbidden to speak my native language again and punished by being put in a solitary cell and
treated to a diet of bread and water. I could never understand the white mans’ love of a diet
of dry bread and water - especially when ordering it for someone else. During my two year
stay at Parramatta [ got to know the punishment cell better that most people and | ate plenty
of dry bread and water. In the cell you had 1o wear a dress made from a chaff bag and its
roughness made my skin feel sore. I was amazed to see these bag dresses hanging all along
the wall of the tunnel thing on the way into the punishment cells. There must have been fifty
of them hanging there-bag dresses. When you were pul into the cell they took your dress and
singlet and gave you this bag dress. Many times 1 had to take it off and sit there in my pants
in the dark because it was the only way to stop scratching. One particular supervisor in the
laundry must have been bothered by my attitude because she never accepted my starching
technigue and would make me do the same white coat over and over again. This would
happen sometimes up to eight times and my heart would sink each time she dampened my
efforts and kept on giving me the coat to do again and again. Every time that woman
supervised me I would finish up in the solitary cell for a two day stay. | never found out why
she disliked me, but some one should have told her that nobody’s perfect. A lot of my time at
Parramatta was spent in that solitary cell under the big building on a diet of dry bread and
water. They could put you in solitary whenever they felt like it-they didn't have 1o go to the
superintendent. One time T was sick with a bad cold and couldn't do anything; I spent three
days for this in the punishment cell. No one cared. Another time 1 got put in there for not
polishing the floor property. 1 had to polish it with a rag and it was all done on your kneces.
We had to scrub it first with sand soap and cold water and then you had to put this polish on
it. Then you had to shine it and if it wasn't shiny enough -well in you would go. I had hard
scales on my knees from scrubbing those floors. We also had to scrub the benches that we
sat on, they were bright white and they had to be scrubbed every day with sand soap and cold
water, always cold water no matter how cold it was at the time. If you didn't do the job "good
enough"” in you would go to the punishment cell. After twelve months the big day arrived and
1 was allowed outside the walls with some other girls to play netball in the park. What 2
glorious feeling! The grass was springy, the trees waved nearby in the breeze, and there were
ordinary passers-by who were neither prisoners nor supervisors. The Aboriginals amongst us,
were never once aliowed visitors. We enjoyed this rare chance to sce ordinary outsiders. it
only lasted a few minutes as two Aboriginal men from the nearby mental hospital were
working in the sports area. They asked us how we were, and straight away we were
marched back into our prison and lectured sternly against talking to black people. We
were told to "consider ourselves white”. What an amazing statement from so called sane
and so called superior white supervisors. You can imagine how the eyes of some of the
very dark gitls rolled at this piece of genetic information. When we went to bed that
night we were told to ask God in our prayers to "turn us white one day". One probation
officer (Mrs English) a tall elderly visitor had adopted two Aboriginal girls and she told
me more than once “Muarjorie, you can cook, you can sew, you can knit and vou are
clever with your crochet work. You have the world at your feet. If you behave yourself
and go to a good home and respect that person’s home, you will be brought up as one of
the family”. She was a kindly lady and even she could not recognise how we were
hurting. We already had our own families we just wanted to return to our people. The
women who supervised us were generally big and strong with a beefy appearance, while
many of the Aboriginal girls were skinny and not very large. 1 waiched in horror as
Katic, an Aboriginal girl, was savagely flogged with a strap that these women carried
with them. Her legs looked terrible, all bloodied and bruised. She was a very black girl
who had only been with us for one week.
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Katie was flogged because she kept screaming that she wanted to go back home to her
mother. She had previously told me how she was with her mother and a baby in a buggy
when a policeman seized her and dragged her from her family. They were looking for her
father who was hiding in the bush, When they put Katie to bed I could see how bad her
legs looked. But I never found out how she got on because when I woke up in the
morning her bed was empty and made up. We never saw her again. Another Aboriginal
girl who was only aged eleven years and who was pregnant was always hungry. As I was
on cook house duties | was able to smuggle four cookies to her in my apron. This place, 1
was to find, must have had many eyes because at the lunch-time roll call I was called out
of the line and put once more into that cell as punishment. This time it was for a stay of
seven days, complete with the white mans’ diet of dry bread and water. Of course, 1 had
to wear that awful chaff bag dress which made me so sore. As so often happens, word got
to me as to who had "dobbed” me in. It was one of the white girls, and when [ came cut
of the cell 1 had neither forgiven her nor forgotien her. In those days my temper had a
very short fuse and the first thing T did on being released from the cell was to jump into
the lines of the girls and atlack the informer. As she lay on the floor my hands went
around her throat and my temper grew. The male supervisor grabbed me by the plaits of
my hair and hit me hard across the bridge of my nose. They still had difficulty getling me
off that girl - well I was very angry. With blood flowing from my nose this man dragged
me back to the cell, opened the door and threw me in like a sack of potatoes. Thud! So
much blood was coming from my nose that [ had to take my dress off and use it 1o trv and
stop the bleeding. No one came and I got worried because | could not stop the bieeding.
As 1satin pain and misery one of my friends knocked the cell wall with a stone and then
called softly through the brick wall “Marjorie”. “Please get the sister!” I yelled, not
bothering te keep it quiet. “1 can’t stop my nose from bleeding!” When the hospital sister
arrived she patched my face up and found that my nose was broken and very swollen.
Later ! found that the superintendent was disciplined for not checking on my condition. It
seemed a lot of fuss for four biscuits and T hope that the young Aboriginal girt managed to
enjoy them. So in my first year at Parramatta that “solitary” cell was to become a second
home to me. T teceived frequent attention from the leather straps that the staff carried
around. The staff could send vou into the cell for a period without having to ask anyone.
It they didn’t like the way you scrubbed the floor - in you’d go. If they thought you were
t00 cheeky - in you'd go. When I told some Aboriginal girls about having to wear a “bag’
dress - in I went for a week. Perhaps T was too explicit, but T began to feel like a marked
person — I was fifieen years old! Once in the cell you were fed twice a day with dry bread
and water. You got no dinner. They took away your top clothes and you had to wear that
hateful bag dress. Tt was a demoralising feeling, to sit on the bed and gaze around the tiny
cell at your new horizons. The bed, two air ventilators, a little toilet bucket, a great steel
door and there was no daylight. For us Aboriginal girls, Parramatta was worse than it
was for the white girls as they were aliowed to have visitors, relatives and friends. No
relatives were ever allowed to visit the Aboriginal girls. [ learned years later, that my
mother had managed to locate me but was not allowed in or to leave a message. She was
warned about the consequences il she persisted in trying to contact me. Aboriginal
children were just never allowed any visitors within the gaol or coatact if working
outside. In Parramatta you were kept totally isolated. As I sat in the cell. sometimes 1
reflected on how all of this was happening; because I had been taken from my family as a
baby, for no reason I could discover. Then came the pair of missing stockings and finally
the misfortune to be fancied by a persistent old white man who scared me. 1t did not
seemn right - dnd then I began to realise that in this world, being right was not enough.
You had to have a voice that was heard as well.




1t aiso occurred to me that I was risking staying inside forever if I kept on being put in the
“solitary” cell, so I started {o co-operate more. | began to concentrate on folding my arms
properly at meal times and looking earnest when I prayed. Also I took particular care in
saying “please” and “thank you”. It was at about this time that I had a marvellous piece
of lnck. 1 was put on cooking duties in the kitchen and so missed out on the riot the girls
had in the large recreation room. If I had not been in the kitchen I would almost certainly
have been marked down for the riot. The girls (both black and white) revolied over their
treatment. It was a flashpoint that had to happen. In the mayhem, furniture was
overturned and broken. Screaming girls threw bricks through the large glass windows
and the wild melee only stopped when alarm sounding police wagons came screaming to
a halt outside in the vard. All the girls involved were taken to Long Bay Gaol- we pever saw
them again. I was lucky to be in the cookhouse at that time because the authorities told us
that Long Bay was a lot worse than Parramatta. If so, it must have been a bad place. All my
friends had ieft Parramatia before me. Then one day after nearly two years I was told there
was a job for me and I was free to go. Goodbye that walloping strap, goodbye that “solitary
cell”, goodbye that chaff bag dress, goodbye all that floor scrubbing, goodbye all that sirict
discipline! Goodbye! Well, coming out of Parramatta I was a little hesitant in saying goodbye
to all that fioor scrubbing. 1 weni into the domestic service scene quite easily - cooking,
serving, washing, looking after children and floor scrubbing. Some people’s lives organise
themselves with a flash of enlightenment. The influence of the Parramatta Industrial School
for Girls certainly remained vividly within me, but it took some time and the stimulus of the
other mfluences over the years before I became convinced that helping my people was (o
become the prime object of my life. The judicial system left a bad taste. I never forgot the
terrible feeling of being afraid and so very alone when having to face authority. The feeling
of being unrepresented in an alien society at a very vulnerable fime of my life. Remember |
was only fifteen years old. How dare those elderly whitc men sitting high above you decide
that you are wicked, relying on words from peeple who neither know you nor understand
vou! Ishould like fo see how some of them would enjoy living on bread and water for days at
a time, Just who should decide that one person’s culture and beliefs are inferior to someone
else’s? Who should forcibiy take children from their families and so terrify them that they
hide anywhere when the Welfare and Police are hunting them down? [ lived closely with
many of these children, which combined with my own experiences of family deprivation gave
me a strong sense of how wrong it all was.

Pictured: Nancy Edwards and Marjorie
Woodrow “Inmates at Parramatia”.
They were united through Link-Up

and have remained friends.

Following is a Series of forty two file documents from Police and the Aborigines Protection Board
just some of the documents used to “keep track” of Marjorie. The documents irace Marjorie’s
path through Cootamundra and Parramatia, and finally seeking the Board and Police permission
to marry. A Policeman was even sent out from Narromine to officially witness the marriage. Later
attempts {o continue to track her. Marjories' file shocked her “my file, at the Aboriginal
Protection Board is three inches thick, it is very invasive. almost every breath I took was
documented,
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ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD. A 39/17.,
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SUBJBOT: Har;}oria Johnson ¢/~ Mrs. H. Whymonde, Gypoum
. Mines, Griffith — question. of placing her under
the oare of the Aborigines Protecti n Board.

REFERENCE: _'x'«:::m:{j;gapnrt debed Zoth December.

This master has pecelved consideration and it is
considerad “that the pomition cmn be vegt met by Sransferring the
girl to %he: Board's %Wing Home, Cootanundra, where che Wil 11 hav:
B pex'd,m& af tgaining Mﬁzm hﬁing placed in 2 '8l ﬁuatium

ﬁm’anémm‘ts might, therefore, be made for her o
- be. %ranafﬁrreﬁ@ the Hatron af the ¥Womc being communicated with
peforshand’ so:thatb tHRE:EL ) may ba meld on arrival. It is noted
“that. sseqrt cm% éﬁ Trom: Griffith.

L

‘ ?eq:ﬂim imm fﬂk’." necegsary ‘az’es may be issucd
and mﬂemﬁ “mmrgeamgg m this Eﬁﬁartmanﬁ“ '

F:Leaava @las cnmymte the abtt aehnd History Form aad
rawm 3o ‘tma efi‘icmf ,

}'

S i WM. J. DACTEAY,
g C‘hair' aan A, P. Board,
per:

The Matron,
Aboriginal Training ﬁorneg
COQTAMUNDRA .

: Porwarded Tor information and notation. Fleao
report hereon when the girl arrives, '

(0]

The Seﬁr@iau . s N c, v
‘b ‘?'1' 4’ ) Hed
Podl0E Secrehary.
ﬁgﬁb A 9th Jenypry. L929.
Q(/ K 2a. 103G, P
O’P\a 1 ﬁ
g,G [ i . e :
iﬁg? - . 30 ?‘,5 ?“’ A5 AL %?imﬂ?f e
v A




‘I]'Tmff“m! CoE - Shvand ﬁi}&yf ] 3 10 T
/ s 'E O Yy o
MA. TO {f #{CE : p b
D e . at . M
e BOARD FOR PROTECTION m NES; s /‘{
) CHIEF SECRETARY'S bzri;g.@y\? t%m‘as s% ﬁ@%"{ﬁég
i s e q-;_ P8 *

SYDNEY, .. Sth MENEDESFs

fiieerin Charge of Police,

SUBJECT: Marjorie Johnson ¢/- Mrs. 1I. Whymonde, Uypem
Mines, Griffith - question ol  placing hay under
the  care of the Aborigines Protectl nn Board.

RYFERENCE: Your repori dated 3oth December.

This matter has received consideration and it is
considered that the position can be Dhest mat by transferring tho
girl to the Board's Training Home, Cooctamundra, where ghe will nave
a pericd of training before being placed in a situation,

Arpangements might, therefore, be made for hier to
he transferred, the Matron of the lomc belng comiunicated with
beforehand so that the girl way be met on arrivel. It is noted
that escort can be provided from Griffith. :

Reguisitions for necessary lares may be issued
and endorsed "chargeable to this De yartment!,
%

Pleage alsc complete the attached History Torm and—
return to this offics.

Wi, J. HACKAY,
Chalruan

' per:

The Chailrman f.P.Board, )
SYDNEY- _7: L

I beg to report that Mar joria dohnaoon was sont
Cootamundra to-day.The Matron of the training Home was el end
telegrem and askod tomeet the train. o

Hequisition"ﬁo.?}"izz for one °ntd clags return fare Al ;
to Cootamundra and one 2nd class singls forg wag Issusd. i :

r

Form Ho.2 is attached. _ *
> ' b
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I heg to remind you that {he sum of £ 1 13 0

as shown in the margin hercof, is due in respect of &he

. abovementioned Aboriginal Apprentice in your empioy.
Kindly within
accompaunied by this potice. Cheques should be erossed and
made pavable to Ohief Secrciary’s Dept.
should be added.

due  date

remit same 30 days of

in the ease of
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ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD. o

/ééygwrﬁ'ﬂlk/'

SUBJEOT: Marijorie Johnson, aged 17 years, half-caste,
in the employ of Mrs. E. Miller, "Littledale’,
cootamundra. Now holidaying at 12 0'Conunell 81i.,
Parramatta.

Mrs., Miller telephoned me this date and advised
that her apprentice, Marjorie Johnson, had absented herself Trom
home last night from 8,45 p.m. until 2 0'cloek this morning.

It appears that Merjorie's cousin, Nay Whymonde,
17 years, who is employed by Mrs. Cohen, Hastings Parade, Iast
Bondi, paid her & visit yesterday, spending the day with her at
Mrs., Millers' home, ~

Mrs, Miller stated that both girls spen®t a happy
day together (under her supcrvigion) and that at 8.35 p.m.
Marjorie requested to be gllowed escort her cousin to the Rallwaey
Station., This request was granted and the girl was instructed o
return home immediately after departure of the train at 8.L5 p.m.

As the Railwesy Station is only 5 minutes walk from
Mrs., Millers home, the girl should have arrived back at no later
than 8.55 p.m. After waiting some time for the girl to return
Mrs. Miller and her parents commenced a search for her, ovut '
failed 1o locate her.

At 2 a.m. the girl returned home and stated that
she had been kidnapped, bui when further questioned, retracted
her story snd admitted that she had "picked up" with a sirange
man and had remsined in his company until approximately 1,20 a.m,

She further admitied that she had misconducted
herself with the men.

¥rs. Miller is a very careful and sympathetic
employer and has had several of our girls in her employ, She
has asked that Marjorie Johnsgon be removed from her home as
she is alarmed lest the girl sesk further trouble.

I beg.ﬁc be advised in the matter.
quféip /Z<f¢if
7

The Superintendent. ' Insvector.
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The Secretary,

Aborigine Protecllion Board, i
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Dear . Mrs.Engllish,

Heference 'he patient ”nsw :lgj PT.ﬁ”LEmLF
aet: 1513/0 of Mrs. MNillev, Cootammdyr

T medically examined this girl Lo-day. For some
unexplained reason she was tempted awal rom the gath o
righteocuness, and allowed a young man o7 ner acnualnbancsa
to bake advantage of her.  She returnsd home early in Lhe
mérning. “There L3 a likell-nood thatb nhé haa hod previous
sax experlsnees  ohe is o vraaosiove oo and odevelopment,

and is naturaliy seeklin ompoviecuce of Lihvls kind, Al taer

tallzine to Lier oo ol Ly o inlon it teoe poaenh relaooa
shionld e overloocked. Tobieinl Blinh oiie onn some worys oooodl

points, wand with Lhe ri-bb encones cment shounlo turn ould
quite well., I hove asied ora. Hillos Lo o dve her another

-l

chance, Yhe shiould be re-sxamined in one wecly Lo sexclude

.

the posaibility of vemercecal infection.

I =sm,

Tours falthlwlly,
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ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD. _
A 39/6354.,
IME.

SUBJECT: Mar jorie Johmson, aged 17 years, half-caste,
formerly in the employ of Mrs, ®, Miller,
n1,ittledale", Cootamundra. oW holidaying at
12 0'Connell Street, Parramat ta. -

e

In connection with this case I have to report that
"1 communicated with the Police, Parramatta re them obtaining a
atatement from the girl. T then arranged for her to be mediecally
examined by Dr. Kelth Brown, of Parramatta who handles cases of
+his nature for the Child welfare Department. A fee of ons
guines will be charged for this service, and the medical officer’'s
report will be forwarded to the Secretary of this Department when
completed.

T then had the girl brought into this Office whare
wag interviewed by Detective geprgeant ¥lint of parrematta and
myself in company.

, The atiached stetement was obtained from the girl
at the time of this interview. P
‘ T+ will be seen on perusal of the gtatement that the
girl was a consenting party to the seduction and no further
Police action will be necessary unle ss pregnancy cccurs. In that
event the Police will take steps ts locate the man concerned.

The girl's employer, Mrs. B. Miller, informed me
that she is willing for the girl o continue in her employ, but
ahe will be absent from her home at tootamundra for the next
two weeks and reguest that other arrangements be made for the
girl's accommodation during that period.

Pursuant of this development I have arranged with

the Child Welfare Department for the girl's accommodation for =a
period of two weeks at 2Corelli" Home for Girls, Marriclitville,

j/gw&;{ﬁ |

The Superintendent. ' IQSQecéér.

| | _ ) 30/1/h0.
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ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD.

A 39/6354.
IME . MDW,

SUBJECT: Marjorie Johnson, half-caste, 17 years, formerly
in the emplocy of Mrs., E, Milier, "Littledale",
Cootamundra, at present at Corelli Shelter,
Marrickville,

In reference to the above girl who is still at ithe
Child wWelfare Department'!s Shelter, "Corelli', Marrickvillie, her
iate employer, Mrs, Miller, informed me per telephone that she
would be vnable to re—employ the girl, Her reason for changing
her previous arrangement that she would re-employ the girl is
thaet Mrs, Miller has purchased another property and there is not
guligble accommodation for the girl.

The Child Welfare Devartment might be requested io
allow the girl to remain at the Sheltesr pending ancther situaltion
being found for her,

An application for an epprentice has been received
from Mrs, Truelove, Hawkesbury Road, Springweod, and inquiries
ara being made through the Police, Springweod, as to the home
conditions end sultebility of Mrs, Truelcve as an empleyer of an
sboriginal Firl, ! :

Subject to a satislecicory report re this anpl icant
and her hone, I would suggest that Marjorle Johnson be transferred
to her employ, o :

Dr. Eelth Brown, Parramatta, whe examined the girl
cnt two occaslions informed me per telephone to~day that the girl
is medically fit and that there is nothing to pravept her

nteriag ancthe; situatiene

The Superintendent. . Enapect&%,

15/2 /40,
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A 39/6355l.

o

274 February, 1940 -
ACP DWW, :

S

é;'ta aasknowliedgs receip‘t of your

gz'y regarding the girl, E&arjaris Johnson,
g apg@eniaticn themfam P
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Office of
Board for Protection of Aborigines,
Chief Secretary's Depariment,
Box 30a, G.P.O.,

Sydney_2ath March, 1910,

Apprentice_. JOIPIBQU,. Mn rijoria,

DEAR SIR or MADAM,

I beg to confirm the transfer to your employ on : 5A3M0.  of the
abovenamed Aboriginal Apprentice, who enters your employ under the conditions and rate of wages set
forth hereunder. _ ‘

The Form of Agreement attached should be signed by you and returned to this Office as early as

" possible.

¥ras, 9. H, Truelove, Yours faithfully,
"Hanatta™,

Hawhkosbury R

DD R Lasaevia),

oad,
M

Secretary.

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMIENT.
I. Mo abezéginal chiid shall be apprenticed to a hotel, boarding-house, or shop.

z. The Apprentice shall be provided with sleeping accommodation, (o be approved by the Beoard's
Officers or representatives, and such accominodation shall e lable to lnspection by any person
authorised by the Bodrd at all reasonable tines. ‘

2. The Anorentice shall be {ed, clothed; and lodged in a proper manner, and provided with medical

3 PP : 5 1 Y _
and dental attention when necessary.

4. The Apprentice shall be allowed, when practicable, to attend Divine Service and Sunday School,
and their moral training shall be duly carced for by the employer.

5. In the event of any change of residence by the employer, written notice thereof shall be at once
given to the Board. '

&, In the event of the Apprentice becoming seriously ill, dying, absconding, leaving, or mecting with
any accident, information shall be at once given by the employer to the Board, and alse to the
local Police, who shall take immediate action and report to the Boeard.

7. Pocket Money at rates set forth hereunder shall be paid weekly to the Apprentice, whose receipl
shall be obtained in the Pocket Money Book provided and at the time of payment, and such book
shall be available for inspection by the Board’s Officers or Police at any time.

8. Wages at the rates set forth hereunder shall be remitted quarterly to the Office of the DBoard
apon receipt of a reminder.

RATES OF WAGES AND POCKET MONEY-—FEMALES.

FirsT YEAR, commencing — {1 12 6) s .
SECOND YEAR, do 5 ZpdiO. 2z 5 6 Tobe ... 1s. 6, ' ;o (..k
THEIRD YEAR, do e de My B 2 18 6) remitted ... 2s. paid weekly

to Apprentice

FourtH YEAR, do A e B2 3 5 ol quarterly. ... 2s. 66;.. direct
‘ rect.

THEREAFTER—AL Fourth Year Rates.

I

{An account for the Broken period at the commencement of the employment will be forwarded
at the end of the first quarter.)
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ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD.

- , M,

SUBJE&T: niothing ovtfit af the shoricinal arprentice,
' Mar jorie Johnson. _

T,

P

: T have to renort that on /M0 1 transferrad
/ : Marjorie Johnson from Copelli Shelter, Marpinlville, to the
— - employ of Mrs., W. H. Truelove, Wanethat, Towlreahury ond,
; Springwood. -

// : on 12/3/L0 1 received o lothor “rom tiarjorie

g requeshing that her plasses be repaired. On the samoe dny T alan
raceived a letter fpom Mrs. Truslove ndvininT me thab Parjoria’s
supply of clothing was very small, and asked that she be alli~wed
to purchase an outfit for Marjorie. :

H

' M¥rs. Truelove and Marjorin cnll:d at this uffice
tn-day and Mrs. Truelove was given an Aander Por an oubfit on
wnidupat Clothing Store, Glebe.

1 nuestioned Marjorie reqarding the alothing she
hed when she 1eft Oootamundre Home fto 70 tr Hre, Miller's emnloy
and she stated that she hed a woollen skirt, jumner, shnes and
atockings snd = few articles of vnderclothing.  When aslted whnt
apticles of clothing Mes: Hiller had hourht for her she gaid hhnt
Mra., Miller had onis bonught her the onea froclz, a blue floral sivaney
fpoelc which is still in good condifion; ~n ~rrepall, Mrs, Filler
melcine Marjorie neys healf +tha cost ol s-na hepoalf, and a faw other
ndd articles oFf yndereclothiner, tMarijoric stnted that HMpys, Tiller
did not buy her any shoes and when she wrna in need of a pair, ohe
had to write to ner f{ather Tor them. Hep father, I helieve, al o

r artieles of clothing., 7 et ;
aent her cother ar eg of ¢ ing T ot fo e e

Mrs., Truelove examined Marjorie's clothing and
atated that the only gound frock she had wns the bluve Tbral one
Mrs. Miller had bought for her to po to Moobamundra whow, the
rest of her outfit consisted of two frocks wirinh had heen mended,
and which Mrs. Truelove stated were novw Loo small for the ~irl, -
overall, no stoekings, two poirs of shocno viiioh were prachbionlis
worn out, two hats in good condition, two nirghtdresses which hnd
been ziven to her by fpiends as presenito, mnd A amall surply of
underclothing which is in a Tair condition,

on the 11th liareh, I wrote &0 HrS. Billar and
asked her to furnish a 1list of clothin: she had hotght Py hho
girl and when this is received I will confirm it with Barjarie,

 f}Q;’ R » 'h' L Lt

'; ;Aﬁ;h N The‘sﬁperintendént. . 15/3/L0. -
!}$§-$ﬁﬂ-;§y . E. Lk Ti e (b 44 _ o )

AR i e o by 0 gsial e clliy by doffld A
?:I:;,;:{v: ;i‘l\'”% W Mtf»{ /ﬂ'ﬁm% ;Ka.f»;; feeor txaasned K7 ,/ﬁw Sngloh o Bog

1S s, '-f“‘if‘;ﬂ' ia ﬂ“dﬁ'ﬂé pacfloge, con .ﬁgJ £ Keck
iﬁ“ %‘ ﬁ"f‘*’ ‘j/cj/&{ ttﬁiéi/{ﬁ:u{m.,{, JZ,( é{«f /Amgfffﬁd/ fane
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' #5 8344
Fosm 83, NEW SOUTH WALES,
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH.
Load s
P P -*{., . . )
- o . WINCHCOMBE HOUSE, 52 BRIDGE STREET,
JF/TD @w et SIS
g VT ON SYDNEY,  9th April, 1940.
- "%."#@ QoA |
“@a“"’ﬁ%@ég
A o e
The Secrsiary, - . ,ég@g
Aborigines ProtectidhiiBéard,

. " SYDNEY.

SUBJECT: 4Account in favour of Dr, Keith Bfown for 1, 1. O
-~ Examination of Marjorie Johnson.

I am in receipt of your communication of 15%th
Mgrch last, together with claim from Dr. Brown for £1, 1., ©
~in respect of the examination of Marjorie Johnson, bhes
Fefore considsration can be given to the nqusstion of nav-
ment, I shall be glad if vou will kindly furnish me with a
report concerning the nature of the examination.

A, [lecem ~ J.V. BOYLE,

Secretapyv.

Ul et - bed oo
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L o awmm
. ‘ %\ "i@ et .
TEL. UW 8037 Lo "’ E‘“ﬂ' ﬂ _f"‘ff‘_:,; )
o o~ w « Fhriglinglon ” mEm s
¥ 2L
'*{- LGOAPLIND Farranutin
PR AT !
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“wa ‘ 186 Apnlh o 19 40,
riE
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Board. for. ..ng.‘s;ﬁ.‘o_t,ignnﬁi‘;.,.f}kb.th_Lg ines.
No. A 39/6354.
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9;‘/. ‘%!}{ L,&gj;&zufz
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__ Marjorie Jonnsoni
Account denderedﬁl 1: 1: O.
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Y : oo
R . L CHIZF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT, i
svYoNEY, 7 NERLe AT
ms E Mi LLE-R WHEN REPLYING, PLEASE QUOTE MO,
La ITLEDALEQ ﬂﬁbﬂﬁﬁ ALL RELL T S, BOR 0., SYDMNEY, M.SW.
5
S CDO? AMUNDR A, /
e = APPRENTICE
N
o’ MAR ORI FE QHNSGN
PERIOD— Dzar Sz or Mapam,
e a4 40, 1 beg to remind vaoi that the som ol £ o 5 &
to as shown in the margin heveof, is dne in regpect of ihe
________________ 30. 6,40, abovementioned Aboriginal Apprentice in vour employ,
Wages due £ 2:m & -0 Kindly vemit same within 30 days of dup dute
Hxchange omitted from aceompanied by this notice. Cheques should be crogsed and
Izgt cheque £ : - made payable to Chief Secretary’s Dept.  In the case of
- Arrears £ : country clieques, exchangs shonld be added.
. o i Yours faithfully,
£ 4;2 ) 15/ © e ((//%L(?t B i, {k g"ﬂ
T - / S 1. ANDERSON, ¢ ;f
vl ~,
e 2 g‘f/t‘i’/ //U’c [nder Sfﬂfrmasz;
/sl
e FietY |
A M’“:dw ﬁé OO TeanaNe, &r-'rw«"hwr Painren, f/ - =
Ll "} e
A BALAR e U,}/ f://r';/&ﬂ e ’
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SRt L vy At AL, 997,

T A‘wxigines p&SE’EMB@w.
S Orden of Chuldren’s Court.

Ngw SouTH WALES,
' TO WIT.

: WHE.R AS

l 1 ‘v
' ‘a;.f;-,'

SErh A.‘_M-
that' - st Sgdney 111 the said ﬁtata on ths twanty third day of Ooicebher
3.940 shﬁ“’is an uncontrallabls young person.

. NOW this Court, having heard and determined the matter aloresaid, doth imJ b asstb ity

“?;m&m ot eepppauaean (the said shed'young person io be Le—mepbestas an uncontrollable Lehbeiyoung person and
whaiwver is
ack so mbh— doth. hereby order that the said Lekmemivoung persen be .

“’E@.@Lga;,ad_aa_ixrnl-mhnn o the. caze of

of . in the said State for a period of . ffonths

‘ ;ffo:ml the date hereof upon the following lerms and conditions: |. That he be of aood b

as a Ward

',s
et . . '
43.) to an Insiitution under

;

aND THN icmua BOTH mwm '
het*givsn'?;ﬂto*‘?*tha diaaharggfof themyoung perason to any "suitable
é:ia”lativa%ur other hperaon»yhc may»apply to take charge of haz:.

K

5GIVEN undér ""(my)‘-{-em-}t H‘?%d and Seal at this Court this 81@’%}1
: cIay af ‘}" Ho vambﬁlgwa

R;..SERVED FOR MiNZSTERS USE.,
Pre

bﬁ) &m‘md by ﬂ"’ S“P"”“t"'”d"'”{ of :""’(Specxal Magxstrata} ﬁm@a@r%eeﬁ-exe!cmmg
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The Secrebary
Abarw"inal Protechion Board,

Domain,
Sydney .

I beg to report the undermentioned movements of

Aboriginal Apprenulces :and Servants,
p . e P
¥4 ccdf/éq L
e
P 7 7'(
MAREGER.V&M%KﬁQéva

Transferred to the

' ' - o employ of, (Full R
NAME OF APPRENTICE LEFT EMPLOY OF initials and address SOVTHERT
’ . of employer MUST be - R :

riven. )

P /92u§i%§4§? Y SO 57 QL 84O
- A mmxﬂaz/w(

Lo

&LM m@‘vot/mx . 9.(,« e

Aol {%ax~afv¢ a..
e Pont :
W’VM .
Noted on History Qard
2 s 13194
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The Secretury, :
Board for Protection of Aboripines,
Bridge Street,

R4 f e
53 v I ;E oo,

Dear 31r: ‘

In January of Lhis year T made a
thorough examination and gaﬁe a full report in the
\3Qase of Marjorie JOHISON. In your lestter of the
B%th Februar*,'19éb, you acknovleagaed this report
and informed me that steps were being baken to
aryange pajyment of wy account in Juc=course. In

s%ﬁte of frequent represgentatlons Lo our depariment

4
s

/for the payment ol this account, whilen,in view of the
AR
“ done, was & very reasonable one, you have con-
Stanhly gvaded my inguiries, fipally referring me Lo
the Beard of Health as the depuartment responsible
for the payment of this fes,

Would 1t be possible for jou to glve me

gome defintie Inform bicu ag by e doparbment's

attitude in this matber ond bima gove we inecarring

; £ oy ‘ .
- S Pl s . L -
e;‘l‘ f ‘é; e . R s

- f
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H&wkesbury oad,

”;«\/\ - 21gt October, 1940

(Dictated at 11 Phillip St., Sydney
Tot
Mrs. English,
Aberigines Board,
SIDNEY.

Dear ¥rs. English,

Es: MAJORIE JOHNGSON.

I am writing this in confirmastion of our chat this morning
relative to Majorie, when I stated the following :~

On Sunday the 13th Oclober, Majorie stated that she was
invited Yo a party on Sunday evening and mentioned the names of very
respectable people in Springwood. When she left we told her that she
wag to gstart for homqﬁt a gquarter itoc ten and be in doors by 10,30 p.m.
The place where the party was held would be sbout 1% miles walk.

Some time after 11.0 p.m. Mrs. Truelove woke me to say
Majorie had not refurned and. aftsr waiting wuntil somewhere near 12 ofclock
w2 decided to get up and wallt the return of the young lady. At 1.30 am.
Hrs. Truelove and I decided to have a cup of tea and, naturally, switched
on the lights.. While making the tea Mrs. Truelove gaid she heard a gate
creal. 4t 5 olglock in the morning, &s Majorie had not returned and
Brs. Truelove remarksdopn the pecullar sfand and appearance of our dog,
which was looking intently at the lavatory door downqtalrﬁ On Mrs. Truelovs
cpening the lavatory door she found Majory there, who at once saild she
‘eould not get in becauss shs;had lost the key, and while talking the key
,Mﬁ“m¢ the sun room door dropped ocut of her hand. Incidedtally she was not
“supposed to have the sun reom door key, but to com= in by the front door
{the“key to which she alsc had) so that we could kmow what time she arrived
home.
"I quegtioned her upstairs as to the happenings of the evening.
She gstated ghe Bad been to the:party, certain of ihe young people had seen
her home and she laft at a quarter to ten and arrived homs at 10.30 pm. I
+told her that sghs W&ﬁnohviously telling lies and I gave her an opporiunity
of thinking what the truth, wasiand telling me. After a 1ittle while I asked
‘her what the truth was dnd ’ ahe atated she hsd told the itruth, '

I there and then tslephopned Constable Siuart of Spriagwood
and he called upon me about 8 a.m. when I acquainted him with the position.
He lsft to investigate and returned in just over an hour, when he guestioned
. Bajoris zs to the happenings of the provioun ovening when she repeated
“exactly what she had told ne. Constnble Stuart omphatically pointed out
%o her that she did not =arrive home uniil 1.30 =a.m. Majorie stated that
she wanted tc leave Springwood, when Conastable Stunrt stated that she would
gtop with Mr. & Mrs. Tiuelove but would not be treated in the seme kind mmmmer
g4 in the past.

Majorie left the room and Constable Stuart stated that he had
ascertained Majorie had been at the home of quite a decent young fellow in
Springwood and had spent the evening with this young man and his father and
mother. She left about 10.15 p.m. but the young man kept her out until
about 1.30 a.m.
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In order that Majorie could have suitable recreatlion and enjoyment
w2 allowed her, some weeks ago, to atbend the plctures in the company of a |
young woman about 21 years of age, but according to Hajcrie’she:becamefﬁery‘
friendly with several young girls and fellows (all welllknown' to'me’ and ‘highly
_Tespectable) and in some way or, other her picture evenings were arranged with

; - ~Inraddition’ to carrying’out cur obligations to the DBoard
<% in'respect of Marjorie Johnson - that is providing hera with a

gocd home, not an unduesamountrofiwork and suitable clothing,
my wife endeavourad to' train this girl in the responsibility of
womanhood and from the 18th June 1940 until the 8th Qectober 1940
paid the girl the sum™0f 12/6 per’week in order that she shonld
have the; privilege: of clothingrherse!f and leaming how to expend
money to the best advantege. . Unfortunately, our trust was mis-
placed and, actually, none of the money was expended in clothing.

-Iam sncloging a book signed by Marjorie Johnson for each

. -weekly payment of 12/6d., thus it will be seen that over and above

-+ »our obligations to the.Board we paid to thia girl the sum of

£10.12.64. May I also call your attention to Lhe note mnde by

my wife’in the book, reading as follows:- ‘

" Thls meaey was stopped on asccount of the
trouble Marjorlie waz after repeanted chances
T {signed} A. Truelove. "

;.- fh.feel ‘that there is no need for me to go into the circumstances
;of this.girl leaving :usiof which you hsve s complete record on your
filea,gandgﬁould appreciate a letier from ryou caying that in view

of ‘&ll the circumstances you will no lenger consider I am indebted

to you for the sum eof £2.17.0 representing wares due to Majorie Johnaon
for the psriocd of 15t July Yo J3pd Octnber 1940,

Jours Taithfplly,

l/ e b

[N

PRI : 0 ' PN N
i

ENCL: Small Red Hotebpok.. o o i%ﬂ

. & . . H R
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METROPOLITAN CHILDRENS COURT.
s g
\ 8480 6
SUBJECT o Case of Marjorie Steadman of Johnson. -
REFERENCE: Appended report of Dr Keilh Urown of -the Girlys

Indusingl Schoel at Parramatta.

On the 6*h inst this girl wss before thic
Court, having been remanded as an mncontrollable Th@ld from fhe
23rd October last. She was submitted to Clinical Lxawinztion
at the Girls Indusirial School at Parramatta, and on the Aib
inst the appended report of Dr Keith Brown was submitted to tiwe
Court, ' e

§”In view of the nature of the roport, the Lot
commitied the girl to a Home constituted and establishdd undoer
§.II of the Aborigines Protection(Amendment) Act, 1940, nnd the
Court has specially recommended that favourable consideratinn b
given to discharging the girl to any relative whe may opnly for
her release. This recommendation, of course,to beccme opemwmbive
only if and when the girl is cerilified o be frec of any
Veneresl Disease from which she might be found to be suliering.

. ‘Thergirl has been trensferred to the Girls
_Industrial School 'at Parramatia to continue the chservsition
“necessary., Action will now be necegsary by your Board Lo citha
Fconstitute or establish a Home under $.II of your Act in which
.ithis girl can be detained or else to secure the comsent of tre
iMinister of Public-Instruction to rmerwit the Child Wellarve
(lestablishment in which she is detained to be so constitubed nnd
Prostanlished as such a home. I take it thiat action will +Js:
be neces:ary for your Board to recoup the Vote of the Chiid _
Welfare Department for the expenses ianvolved in the exemination
and Maintenance of the girl,
: Chotss o

“’“5”§ R Y - el A ; A
. Court Officer.
8.11.40.

iA. “
[N

: The\Superintendegt;

} : ; - Aborigine! elfare'Beard.
LY Ty,
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—_— “7/63 92,5 |
L NEW BOUTH WALES, }j\ ﬂ““

i OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL\GF \Edmic HE *B'ﬁ*jﬂ
_«‘v'\;_;_‘\. 1 }‘E.‘! *AE}J - i}g .

ot
A e e

. WINCHCOMBE 'H uss S2SRMIDCE ST,

SYDNEY. 5th February, 1941,

, The Secretary.
& Aborigines Protection Roard.
S YDNEY

SUBJECT: Fee of £1.1.0 in favour of Dr, Keilth RBrown

for examinatlon of aboriginal Marjorie
Johnson.,

REFTRENCE: 4 59/6554#.previ0u5 correspondsnce.

With reference tc the above matiter which has
again been referred to me, I have to advise that beafore
conglderation can be gilven to payment of this c?aim a8
full report outlining the nscesalty for auch medical
examirauionsg; FEGUL red.

Q;'..J [ . . B ' b
. Ca J. V.BOYLE.
4._.:_...‘\ :'_/ . e - S@cfﬂt&rys
- . . : per: [,
) | {,
// ! —g:{.

L
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_;/"3 l : ‘ - CHILD WELFARE DEPARTMENT. .
/ B.7957-1 S S EDUCATION BUILDING, BRIDGE ST
I .—%Sﬁvm aOWLT BW BEECANEE o (Box 184, G.P, o,

T THE DIREETOR, - B3

LG WELFARE DIPT.
Bast 184, WPAD., BroNEY.

$YDNEYw 20th Eebruary,”; 41.

&, m?.g..:m._.zz_g * - agﬁc?\! i i‘\it e
«Sh SR
/' % : \' -
LU
jék ¢ 0
L ¢ -
L Y EBer
- sel o symney -
—STUNEY

hief 8acretar3‘a Office,
x 30A, @.P.0., SYDHEY.

LU*1l BUBJECT:- Case of Marjorie Steadson (born 25.5.1923)
| = inmate of the Industrial School for Girls, Parramatta.

i

3 On the Bth November, 1940, ths Court Officer of the
! Mstropolitan Children's Court advised of the cammitital of the
s é,a%avenamed to a home constituted and established under the
 Aborigines Protection {Amendment} Act, 1940. The girl was,
bowaver, zdmitted to the Industrial School for Girls for medical
ocbservation as she was suffering from an endocervicitines

The Medicsl Oificer, Dr. K.5. HMecArthur Brown, now
gertifies that the girl is free from Venereal Dissass and ig
not lisble t5 convey infection. Under these circumstances,
theres is ne legal warrant for the further detention of the
girl at the Indusirial Sgchool, and it 1is desired that you will
grrange to remove her in termsa. of the Court Order.

L_ MMQW

e BIBEGTOR.
‘; S

P*:COTJ\

ﬁbHL}AH‘ﬁ AR BUra

2, 6 FEB 194

E r.-.—-.-;-*'(,w‘f:[

) 5‘—_/(:.,5*«"5 '_'H/‘:“{j
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\ . _ 29th April, 194.

A pprsntice.mmﬂﬁrjm&_ﬂmgﬁ@n

7 G |
Ej (tnsert full name) /“’/ A 6/ z (‘fﬁéﬁ herchy agree

to employ the abovemengé;ed Apprentice, who entered my employ on LG e ik uncler

the conditions and rate of wages set forth hereunder.

(Signed) :
¥rs. J.P. Green, ('Wié-nasV)/

*y lah, " e
N&Wﬁ& Date ?i@/ﬁ((

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT.
1. No aboriginal child shall be apprenticed to a hotel, boarding-house, or shop.

2. The Apprentice shall be provided with sleeping accommodation, to be approved by the Board’s
Offigers’or representatives, and such accommodation shall be liable to inspection by any person
ﬁ;%izt}:;%ﬁgde‘g} by the Board at all reasonabie times.

3‘,;7}?};&“;%@pfrentice'shall be fed, clothed, and lodged in a proper manuer, and provided with medical
=iand;dental attention when necessary.

i

41\;@5‘5 X@prentice shall be allowed, when practicable, to attend Divine Service and Sunday School,
and their moral training shall be duly cared for by the employor.

R T . ) A B . :
5. I the' event of any change of residence by the employer, written notice thereof shall be at once

given to the Poard. ,r

6. In the event of the Apprentice becoming seriously ill, dying, absconding, leaving, or meeting with
any accident, information shall be at cnce given by the employer to the Board, and also o the
local Police, who shall take immediate action and report to the Board.

.y

Pocket Money at rates set forth hereunder shall be paid weckly to the Apprentice, whose receipt
shall be obtained in the Pocket Money Book provided and at the time of payment, and such book
chall be available for inspection by the Board’s Officers or Police at any time.

8. Wages at the rates set forth hereunder shall be remitled quarterly to the Office of the Doard
upon receipt of a reminder.

RATES OF WAGES AND POCKET MONEY-—MALES.

First YEAR, commencing . fraz O ... I8 To
L O L0
Sgcown YEAR, do ; z2 5 b To be ... 15, 6d. _
) paid weekly
Tuirp YEAR, do o ABaltedOt . 311 6 remitted ... 2s. a
. to Apprentice

FourtH YEAR, . do ' 1.4..4942 's 4 o\ quartetly. ... 2s. 6d. irect
direct.

"THREREAFTER—AL Fourth Year Ratts,

(An account for the Broken period at the commencement of the employment will be forwarded
at the end of the first quarter.)

g. Interest at the rate of 6 per cent, she 55 le on all accounts that are allowed to remain
outstanding after 30 days from the d

{ AGR fzsmt N Hﬂ?“’\“ﬁ”&;%b‘jfsjél

s
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AGREEMENT NO.i.

LR I
R A
L R

¢th June,1841

e

Apprentice MARJORIE. STEADSON. or. JOHNSON
i
1, tinsers full name) QLW - 4= ’g)LW : hereby agree
f.
to emplow the abﬂvem&zntiuned Apprentice, who entered my emaig{%é’gl nunder
’ L : ‘ . ‘ .
the conditions and rate of wages set forth hereunder.
L -(
. ‘f{-,}

E -
L

SR ARY

(signeay E P ’é? P e,

o | 4
Hra. dJ.P.Ureen, ' {W-gfg.ng;g) /g: (féﬁ J%

. "Hengoplah®;.

Ny S
DEGAH | pate. Bl £ LEL
/7

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT.
r. Ne aboriginal child shall be apprenticed to 2 hotel, boarding-house, or shop.

The Apprentice shall be provided with sleeping accommeodation, to be approved by the Board's
Officers or representatives, and such accommodation shall be liable to inspection by any person
~ authorised by the Board at all reasonable times.

3. The Apprentice shall be fed, clothed, and lodged in a proper manner, and provided with medical
and dental atiention when necessary.

[

4. The Apprentice shall be allowed, when practicable, to attend Divine Service and Sunday Schocl,
and their moral training shall be duly cared for by the emplover.

2. In the event of any change of residence by the employer, written notice thereof shall be at once
given to the Board.

6. In the event of the Apprentice becoming seriously ill, dying, absconding, leaving, or mec ting with
any accident, information shall be at once given by the employer to the Board, and also to the
tocal Police, who shall take immediate action and report to the Board.

Pocket Money at rates set forth hereunder shall be paid weekly to the Apprentice, whose reeripl
shall be cbtained in the Pocket Money Book provided and at the time of payrent, and sach book
<hall be available for inspection by the Board’s Officers or Police af any time.

8. Wages at the rates set forth hereunder shall be remitted quarterly to the Office of the Board
upon receipt of a reminder.

RATES OF WAGES AND POCKET MONEY—FEMALES.

3

FirsT YEAR, COmMmencing : £1 12 6 ) . IS,

SecoNp YEAR, ~ do z 5 6 To be ... 1s. 06d. ,TG be
TaRD YEAR, do .wlﬁa.ﬁm}.&&lm#j ...... _ 2 18 6% remitted ... 2s. paid Week%y
FourTtH YEar, do 1a1.184%2 . 35 0k quarterly. ... 28, 6d. o Apprentice

THEREAFTER—AL Fourth Year Rates. direct.

"{An account for the Broken period at the commencement of the employment will be forwarded
at the end of the first quarter.)

36
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ABORIGINES WELFARE BOARD.

Api‘gygﬁ9f£§xfr in Charge of Police,

- t, N GA Ne
i'\.ﬁ. ( ¥ $1g N 4? ;L ;
!\\' ( T r\‘ﬁ;kf-'}{ s &3
G ’ ” R - . L .
S SUBJECT: lInspection of Aboriginal
AR RF AR Apprentices in Gountry Districts.

Uy e i e o Sk Ta e W Tma G S

In accordance wilth the prectice adopted in 1939,
Aboriginal apprentices in country districts have been
inspected by Officers of thne Child Welfaire Lepartment,
but in view of the instructions received from the Fremier
ragarding the consumption of motor spirit, 1%t has been
declded to discontinue inspection by the Child Welfare
Department in oubt-lying districts, when a gpecisl trip
involving considerable. travelling would be necessary.

It is desired therefore, that a report be furnisued
by you when you next have an opportunity to meke an in-
spectlion in conjunction with ordinsry police duties, or
when you have occasion te patrol the Area. If ponsible
& report is desired at least every six months.

Forms for your report are sttacned.

S. L., 6 ANDERSON
Chailrman,

pert ).
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The Qfficer in Chirge of Pulic
' HNYNGAN

S
A

SUBJCR: Abopiginal

ABORIGINES WELFARE BGARD,
1L3th Aupust, 1941

SYDMEY

WHEN REPLYING, PLEASE QUOTE Nd“‘

ADBDRESS ALL MAIL TO G.PO. BOX 304, SYONEY, N.3.W,

giz@."arjtﬁ’ip Slheadson in erpleoy of

lrg. JT.P.hreen, Lanwlopnah, Nyngatl.

A communication has

she states that she desired to marry a young man hamed Leslie Benton,
22 years, who is also ema?oye& by Mv S, (Glach.

aga and naﬁ a”credit with: the Board

congultation with Mrs. Green. - Ycur
his mnde of living, BbCu BERGES

Mﬁrdﬁrlp Steadaoﬂ ghould be adviged that

rﬂmort is recezvea, “the naﬁtar will

60

. It is reg &Lsted thot you interview the girl regovdi
pwgposed marriags and also furnlsn & report

heen pteceived from the abovenasmed

This p¢irl is 18 yesprs of

/eIl

Truast Account amounting to £18/711/7.

rogarsling Benton,, ai1n.v
report sho 1d deal with hla charachn

when yvoue
e gubmid tﬁd Lo the Bor rd

JILTESSTREYIN
Chealisan,
oy

3.0
frptds

B
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ABCRIGINES WiILFARE DBUARD,

FILE NOG-’I‘!'.!"&Q’&A.HD"’

Eegaptment.¢4?¥??.??#égéfifﬁpgﬁﬂf?%wfgﬁ,.

Date.,...31si.August, . 1941, ccivnranraonenn

REPORT re ABORIGINAL Employee beppp et ]] ot Ao
o ’ //» Amprentlce '2f*“°""'-"“ T SV AT

r?t‘IN +HQL&EPLOY Ofeo-»'p-n vonl‘u-;_-.n«- o8 * a4 B ® F o4 o= B £ 4 3 4 A ¥
Tt ’}""“,e vy ‘m//
. v 2
'Ef""“zv,f;i"q-ﬁ‘,‘/ 3 = & & a = v 0 F 6 Ma..pos-u.n.--n..n..
SNEIE _.)f,

‘."'%‘W"“-.“w".".',’

abe of Birth of SEPLOYSE  a8th Koy, 1933 .0 ..eoroinrtiniinarioerions
e o . Apprentice- ,”%5 ¥. 01933

Wa’stﬁ"e 0f Eﬁplﬂmeﬂt..eenp..quﬁwm Q QQtieﬁQ-..n..-».--'covuv-n.s....;-u.u
DEte of Inspectionmasgaﬁh Auguﬁtp9194qg..,,...,...,.m..g..,.....*.,..,‘..‘

Gensral ﬁealtn,.w.QQqu...,...i“

G % & & # & 4. 8 B § ¢ ¥ B T 4 p *T & + 5 T e o2 4+ K T P & 3 o+ 3 s & vos oo B o b

e

Adeguacy & Condiftion of Glothmngﬁin;kﬁﬁh%ﬁg adaquate.and in .gacd endene ...
(in conformity with list sunplied}

Work, Progress end EEhﬁVlOLIH.QPxﬂghwﬁa.@Qde.huh@%QuL B0 e « v s e rme e oee
Em@ﬁﬁmant by Employer & Membersgcf Pamily. ..bo0da . st certoorevrussoannr oo
H ture and condition of Employer's home. foad e, mna windbadned Q4 wood: orde

IE& Pﬂﬁk@u WMoney paid reguiaﬂly?...ﬁhﬁs.. Book, inapested and indddaddede, ..
{Employer'a Pockst Money Book to be inspected & initialled)

Perticulare of slesping acccmmodationu.ﬁQOHL.a.L.&ﬁazL.ﬁtxm§g€g¢.0f.ﬂﬂuﬂg.

occupied by family, but still within the onrtilage of the dwelling,
* vorfortabdy aml alehbately, furnished’, and’ kKept tlean and’ tiay. T

General RemafKS-From-myéoéﬂervaﬁicﬂﬂ'~apd'inquivmh*'Nﬁrjbygb'ggghahgb-*"

Ten?

is progressing favourably, she cappears to be endoyed, wikh, pore. than. Lhe.

H
&ea&qq»l'o!!onlptw-!qlthov'iwl‘s b

avezage intelligence,and her emplover informs me she is a good worker
euanﬁ- bf‘e gﬁ‘ﬁa‘n- ana-b ﬁéi"ls h&bitg"..’?‘wno.. P T T T S P R I I
euuml\ek'b&@oattl!&geﬂoaxbﬂlrtbtlloltllcoﬂn P I I I R I e A L O LI I

R

Dirsctions re location of hﬁme.,,cg. g 4%2 oS A?§ﬁf¥&{.ﬁﬁé N &

?: rt ,

sdmﬁu.1§a£w9....*;.,.,ﬁ P ..,di..,fwbzfﬁfbf..44..4;;.5:36{..H

Slﬁﬁ,n|'aﬁlnpu¢gecpqaglagtl-'c‘&'io‘!ﬁ’.-1D.lisiliilatnlilIgl-lnw.td‘-ii!tll

4
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. iy

Znsgector,,ay:J?.fﬁT‘ A gt S
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| . Police “tation ﬁvng,&n.
: ' 31st huﬂust é; l\ PN

K*f .
~——— it !» " ’\.
“ :
‘ uergeaﬁt 3rd Class Charlton. [”" oot tqudl )
, HYNGAH. N '
- - —
I qb“%ﬁrhhhm SYHHE¥ .
- ul L o  myeFwr e
“{‘ SUT%J’ECT:* arjorie Steadman,Aboris inal mmrentlbé in Aoy
S \ of Mrs P.J.0reen, i’b,n;h)rmln, ihmpan.
‘ N RE”‘" RENCE: - File A41/2181,attached.
St ‘1‘4}'7 y ﬁq!"
I peg to report I have ilul-rviewed Marjorice Tt =

man,her employer hrs Green, and Leslic Grhories Benlon in conveolior
w1th Harjorie Steadman's amnllc abtion to pob married.

Mrs Green informs me blhatb 'arjorie Steadman i o
good worker, clean and tidy,and of good character, if narmiasoeion
‘to marry is pranied she will still nontine in her employ nnd
will reside in n oonbbays~ o Lhie o holde s neny s Crecen'a hore,

‘”1.}(111‘ -"'.-:ﬁ..vi'-!a.'!.n iviarnn e ahe im desirionn of
renoining in Hrs Cpeanta coondor Bf ot o oernibbeod Lo worey, oo
ahe ani her lmoghond can hhnn anve nome oo o enable them Lo
ast um o heme of thelr oweus on Bhn ?“'ﬂ““‘ Lirte ther nre unt
in o ponition Lo do go, buh havivg A sivei bhe faeck fhoed s
Oreoen is wiliione to provide oocobioge avads .'r(‘ Payr Lipes Lo bhwn
i rrowided Lhe:r rewmain in her erplolr, asnl Bhey beipe oo liolicd Lo
Fin bhis Tenlisine Bhe advonbogre of 7 predd blooe,

Twealle Uheyrlon Soepgon,voe Lo degsirious of monr oy ing
Mavjorie Mbeadmon,ds 23 veors of aroe, sie parents reside at

T&r”oon nenr Srewparrina bhe has been annloved by brg Green fov the
past 10 months, im o rood worioer, ol alordy lmrmf“ra.trﬂ ’fwblsw, gl
honest, he has o Abongln"l hjqod i oo mnbive of Wew Boubh alesn.
From my inquiries T would say that Banson in a voung man of

rood character, he receives &?/lf/— per weell and keep an pepnoral
station hand at Mangoplah.

,A»":::..‘i
C:].//f
SR O
The Chairman, . Constable 1/C No 2220.

aborigines Wlefare Board,
Sydney.

Forwarded for the information of the Chairman,

. LAY
I‘;"C" ;.l'g df .. 1;‘ sﬁ;

¥ AR

~argeant 3/C.
Nyngan. J31-8-41L.
ENGUSH
MRS | NSPECTOR
SEP 198L
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ABORIGINES WEILFARE BOARD.

ALY /9181
Ihh‘lstvf
BUBJECT: Marjorie USteadmsn (thnson) half=caste (very fnair) -

- proposed marrlage, aired 18 years. ————
o e e
13

I have to report that the abovementioned girl regnested

rermission to marry Leslie Benton, white man, ared 22 years, who is

also working for her employer, Lrs. fireen, [anﬂ1onﬂh Nyngan. In view
of the favourable n-oture of ihr alhnched Foliog ;hpov‘ I consider th:

no obstacle sghonld ba pinced in b uav of T wrnrvsed nevriara.

It mi;ht be renerbi:i o Lhnt ab onn neriod, this pivl's
actions cauvsed fears to be entovi-inoad opr b b Trbuen moral weldfase

and for her to be decenily marpiod il sooio cossibi ity ol gecsp i

ie very pr«etifying under the civevusinnens.

Ioundersiand that Dociorie's I'anfioag 3_'-ﬂsaivrw~ r-;ﬁ- ‘ {H’I'H'h_

/Wi‘nx a sMra. He Whymonde, Grypgurt iann, and o Policea opd e i g e hh
%10e regquested to locate Tiim for Lhe purnose ol ¢ b iad ‘ww, connent
- pthe marrispe. The Police might alan bhe advisod cr Lhe t'nveovrable

e
i

report on the prespective husband recsived I'von Lhe Hyngan Police.

o f«ﬁ»? lewi

Inspectorf
0/9/41

the Superintendent.

3@&@» INEPECTOR ENGLISH

LSy s lice,

W o8 68— M cﬁc (/Wéy ;‘tj/“réxu ZL{‘&L*‘V(‘//W N ,.:"
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| ; “-.‘H ,4{ }‘:P
. E 5 '.,.-,:r-'.- "*\-—--vw---' -
gyt repor‘ﬁ that ‘Thamty ot N’
A m.;unable ‘to ot
si;a:v trafingﬁtho father ‘of %Effgrin?’iﬂﬁﬂ
and coloursd ﬂeopleezztand

-~of him for some amsidarabla

I }/

Dergeant End cial
Griffith 28, 9 4??

T

WITHDRAWAL OF THE SUM OF 2 9 i~y -
FROM %Aﬁa's TRUST ACCOUNT Apmovm.

G stasnr (O

NT

THE ACCOU NTA&Te
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J%h February, B> o)

¥Ers, J.P, Green,
H&ngopl ﬁhg

via NYNGAN.

Doar ¥adem:

I am refurning herswith chegque in favour of M. Jtednan
for £2.18, 6, Torwarded by you to this office, boing wages due
in respect of Aborigines apprentios Merjorie Johnsan (or 8%edman) .

To enable the Board to place the sum 4in gueation to
the credit of the a rentiocs's Trust Account it will be necessary
Tor you 4o make out tha sheque in favour of ithe Chief Seeretary's
Department, therefore, 4t would bs appreciated 1f the encloszed
sheque could be altered agcordingly and returned to thig office
8% your eeariisst conveniencs, Qltntion. Ak Tty

Yours f&%ﬁf?*

Acting Accountant,

67




REMINDER.

Y-l —_ - CHIEF SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT,
f < ’/_M—« o — 7
: svoney,_end March, 1942
) Mrs. J.P. Green, _
"Mango;\;lan“ , WHEN REPLYING, PLEASE QUOTE NOu. . oo
mGAN’ N. 8.W° ] ADDRESS ALL Mﬁﬂ_. TO G20 BOX 30.‘5‘ SYDNEY, MN.% W,
\\
S r ARPRENTICE
e Marjorie Johngon
PERIOT— Drar Sm oor Manan,
T beg to remind you that the sum of £ 2:18 8
to as shown in the margin hereof, is due in respect of the
abovementioned Aboriginal Apprentice in your employ.
Wages due £ Kindly remit smume within 30 dayg of due dale
Txchange omitted from aceompnnied by this netice,  Cherues should be erossed a
inet cheque .o 2 made pavable to Chiel Seeretary’s Deph. In the ense
Arrears - - - B i8: 86 couniry chegnes, exchange <honbd he added.
- 18 Ej Yours faithfully,
' - .

FAT7 124D

3. L ANDERSON,

Under Seerefary,

T. H. Tremans, UnvEREMesT PmsTen,




Lii#

1ith Decembor, 1053
grlan

Aborigines yelfare Cificar, - : —
B@I éﬁ PQOQQ

LUBBO.

SUBJCT & Trust Accoumnt - Marjoric Renton
(nec Johnson or Stondoo)

B Lo Your pepor s ol 27 6h Lio o

Herjorie Johnson (or sicadaon) marvied p whito
man named Lesglie Benion at Narrowine on 27th Liecember, 1841,
A% that time she was employed by Hrs. J.P.Green, Mangoplah,
via Hyngsis :

On 28ih December, 1841, g teleqron was rocoeived
from this girl, requesting trust monsy, the addross belnpg given
68 Mrs. L.C.Benton, /- Tedssobaon, Third ive. ¢ Horromine,

At the time of her marrloge, 14 we unders Lood
thet Leslle Chorles Benton's porents repidod ab Larcoon, near
Brewarrina,

Perheps enguirices at the sbove addresses meay
rewenl lhe present addressg of thig girl,

The prasent wiherusbout: of e oL parcnts

,i.Ii";"rjﬁyzég;i\h/

iB unknowne

. — -
! HATLE T paleri i,
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The Superinténdent
of Aborigines Welfare,
Hox 30, G.P.G.

SYDNEY.

SUBJECT: Irust Accounts,Warda and Fx-wards.

REFERENCE: Your letter of 7th Augnst 1953, C1594.
My letter of 28th Cctobdr Lus53, gB528,

I desire to advise that I have no trace of the
. whereabouts of Marjorie ~enton, nee John=on or Steadson.
~ Perhaps you could advise where ashe originally came from,
and 17 poasible where her husband come from also.

Frrther to the information supnlied on 28+th Uctober,
L have 10 ndvise thati-

Percy Button is at present at Wilennnia, naving recently

arrived there from a trip into Victuria. -

Violet Cain, is not & daughter of Juesnie Wobinson as

. advised earlier, but a niece now living in Sydn ¥
%

Po 0. 09ITON.
As™at)a




Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs
New South Wales

14th Floor, 47-53 Macquarie Street, Sydney, 2000
Telephone: (02) 247 3901

BRG1/F228
BG/km

27 June 1988

The Principal Archivist
The Archives Office of NSW
2 Globe Street

THE ROCKS HNSW 2000

ACLESS TO ARCHIVES

Would wou please allow Ms Marjorie Johnson access te  the
foliowing records of the Abeorigines Protection BRoard and the
Aborigines Welfare Board:

Ward Register 18168-1928

File No, Bin No.

Marjorie Johnson 22923 8/3004
Marjorie Benton 7183 R/2825

19634 8/2968
Lealie Charles Benton 7183 3/2825

Permission for access is only granted to the designated records
for a period of twoe weeks commencing on 27 June 1988, Permission
is mrlso given for photorcopying of the relevant records.

She bhas signed the no pain or embarrassment clause and will
deliver a copy with this letter.

Yours sincerely,

et

Neville G. Perkins, OAM
DIRECTOR OF ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS

Attach (1}

i
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to talk about i1,

“When they broke vp the
tribes. the whole thing disin-
tegrated — all the customs.
myths and taboes.”
Marjone said in Westmead.
where she lives with her
efdest daughter,

Marjorie was twe when
her mother died and she was
raised by aunts who worked
on western NSW properties
for white pwners.

She went to work at 13 m
a boarding house in Griffith.
but a pair of stockings weni
missing and although she
always wore socks, Marjorie
was biamed. She was judged
“uncontroliable™ and placed
i the Cootamundra Girls
Home,

Then she was found work
on a nearby farm bt she
frved in constant fear of the
attentions of an old while
man there.

When she told the
Cootamundra police she was
sentenced to two vears at
Parramatta Industrial Girls
Training School. again. for
“heing unconiroliable™.

Her stay thera is vividiy
described in Marjorie’s book
- e of the Lost Gener-
ation.

“Instead of calling i1 a
home. they should have
called it a jail because it was
§ jaii 0 me.” she said.

Every dav. after a break-
fast of bread and dripping
and a bowi of porridge.
Marorie had “white skills™

Parramatio revisited -~ Bariorie Woodrow re-
members two years of hell at the Parromatio
industriol Girls Training 5chool 33 yeors ago

“teit

& 2.

relive

MARJORIE Woodrow 1s an Aboriginal woman who
has suffered from white Australia and now she wants

Her tribal and family culture was wiped out by the white
invaders and Marjorie doesn't want us 1o forget,

by CHRIS FLYNN

flogged into her — cooking,
sewing. knitting and cro-
cheting as well as “essen-
trals” such as how ro make
plastic and paper flowers.

TWe were no more
blackfellows, we were now
white people and we were
brought up decent. respect-
able and we were 10 forget
the black life we had because
it was filthy.” Marjoric said.

Apart from floggings. per-
todic solitary confinememn
and Baving her nose broken
by a supervisor. Marjorie
fraving 0 wear a hessian
dress.

Also m the book are some
of the official documents
drawn up thraugh
Marjorse’s dealings with bu-
TEALCTHCY.

One  Aboriginal  Protec-
tion Board letter guaintly
refers 1o Marjorie “holiday-
ing” in Parramaiia.

Now Marjorte wanis to
the voung people of
Austraia a little of their
recent fustory. She’s been
tnvited to speak at 14
schools in Svidney so far,

> oget good atiention and
respect.” she sand.

“Teachers say, if they'd
taught this sori of thing ot
of a book, rhe kids would sav
‘How do vou know?, but

when I say i1, they bhelieve

1. she said,

(NEWSPAPER CUTTING CUMBERLAND) MARJORIE RELIVES HER HELL! 13-6-1990
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