
Ms Jane Whitehead 
 
9/8/2007 
 
I am a white woman, middle class, a nurse, married to a business man, have a sociology 
degree and currently doing a Masters of Public Health. I quote Nelson Mandela “A 
Capitalist with a Marxist conscience”. I lived in the Philippines for two years and saw the 
chasm between the rich and the poor and it was fantastic, if you were rich. People were 
dispensable and paid poorly, so poorly they could not afford the time it takes to question 
and fight the injustices that the government is doing to them. Congratulations…we want, 
so badly to be a part of Asia and now Australians are so self-consumed with their own 
futures we can’t afford to spend time on the minority groups, they have to fend for 
themselves. I worked in a squatter area for the eighteen months I was there and one of the 
nuns I worked with, worked in America (land of the free…if you have money) said she 
saw worse poverty there than where she now works in the Philippines and she worked in 
America for ten years!!!!  So of course, one thinks lets be like America and Asia, a 
beautiful blend of exploiting people in the desire to make money. 
My heart is in Australia and with the indigenous people of this country. I worked for 
seven years as a reliever in remote Aboriginal communities and whilst I acknowledge 
there are problems I also acknowledge the problems come from us white mob who 
always provide band aid solutions, have programs that run only until the person who runs 
it is still there and/or until the money lasts. For 200+ year’s Aboriginal people have had 
things ‘done’ to them and they are supposed to jump for joy every time someone comes 
in with a new idea.  
The voters, while they may not care one way or the other, are not stupid, we know this is 
a land grab issue. It is about mining, fishing, tourism AKA filling white mans pockets 
EVEN MORE with the land that we see as not ‘being utilised’. If you remove land rights 
does that mean I can take my family to Kirribilli, or to any farming land in Australia and 
go fishing, shooting, mining whatever I like really because I might think that the land is 
being used 'properly. Do I have the right to just march on in and do what I like because I 
am superior. Land permits? If the government was concerned with grog running and child 
abuse the last thing, the last thing, they would do is open it up to all and sundry. Grog and 
drugs pushed by white people is already happening, and been ignored for ever, and ‘black 
velvet’ is something white men who have ventured into black territory have abused since 
the invasion of Australia. How will John Howard’s policy change that? Simply it won’t 
because its uranium they want. The changes will do little to protect Northern Territory 
Aboriginal children from abuse, are inconsistent with the recommendations of the writers 
of the Little Children Are Sacred report and are racially discriminatory. 
These bills override the Racial Discrimination Act. These bills have been rushed into 
parliament and do not allow for thought and due consideration. 
John Howard calls himself a Christian and so does Bush…I see fanatics in both of them 
and just as scary as any other fanatic anyone else in the world. 
We did not inherit the land from our elders; rather we are borrowing it from our children. 
Given that, what are we leaving our children? A legacy of greed, kill or be killed, a sick 
sense of survival of the fittest. And you know? As the fittest, from a nurses point of view, 
the eldest of the family point of view, a white person, a first world country person, the 



fittest have a duty , a duty to  look after the weaker, the poorer, the less empowered. That 
is what the so called Jesus did. The form of Christianity bandied about now lacks any 
form of compassion and dignity that a person of true Christian values emanates. (And I 
am not of any religious persuasion, religion divides, it never conquers.) And as the 
Famous Native American said….It is only when we the last tree has gone and the last fish 
eaten will we realise we can’t eat money. 
I would therefore ask you to take a principled stand and vote against this attack on this 
bill. 
Jane 
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