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Lear Srddadam,

Dweas o in Bsimain i Australin on 2800319641, My mother migrated to Agsiralia from Mals
by 1955 and my fether migrated in 1884

A5 2 ohild | enjoved dusl citizenship: | was Australian by birth under Austraiian law and
Makese by descent under Maliose law.

i 1T when bwas 10 vears old, my family moved back 1o histia.

Under Maltese citizenship law | Was required to decide between Mallese and Ausiralian
citizenship between my 187 and 18° “ pirthdays. Prior to amendments which took effect on 10
Februgry 2000, Malisse citizenship law did not allow dual citizenship i adulthood,

{ was required by the KMallese citizenship authorities to present documentary evidence that |
nad formally renounced my Australian citizenship under Australian law using Section 18 of U e
Australian Citirenship Act 1848, i order W keep myv Mallese cilizenship bevond my 1 g

birthcay.

b opted i@ keep Maltese citizenship in adulthond due 1o the fact that fife in Matla for me witho

s

Maltese citizenship would have been extremely difficult. In particular due o the empioyment
at the & a%m i‘:}mﬁi}?m whare | had a«xmmed Iy 1974 as o shipwright éi;ﬁpr‘@ﬁ_ﬁ§€ &,

il mrz@u%&%% my Austraian e;w snship | did so on ot 1
i no cholos m the crcumstances. | was @:{im"‘{miy u &g:w abont forfaiting
Yy Am@mmﬂ ciizanship, becouse | was born in Australia, spent m y formative years there
and st consider myssi to be “Australian” today, even i | am notlegally an Ausiralian citizen.

Ausiralisn ciizenshin is my bidh right because | was boum in Ausirefia. T st maintain close
Hes with f-’luﬁ%mém in the {9%%13%%5ﬁq; ways., My grandmother who is 84 years old still Hves io
Ashiisld M.SW. | have several aunis and uncles from both my father's and mother's side
slong with Ing d:z foousins living across Sydney and Metboume,

Tha Austrafian Citizensiin Act 1848 comtains a provision whereby those who lost thel
Austratian ciizenship under the now repealed Section 17 may rasume thelr tost cilizenship,
as long as they are able to state an intention to refurm to Australia to live vathin three years.

Ffeel it s inequitable o deny these who lost thelr Australian citizenship under Section 18 the
same resumotion right, when the 2%2 repaal of Sect o1 17signals that Australla a3 8 coundry
now accepts dual ciifzenship as sound policy for the 21° " certury.




£

Mot only should the current resumption provision apply to Section 18 vichims such as mysalf,
but i should he broadened so that former Australians overseas are not required 1o make a
iarstion Hhat they intend to refurn to Austraiia to live within three years, I is submitted that
wing i Australia should not be one of the tests of worthiness fo resume Austraban
citizenshin, Overseas Australians make valuable contributions in a multitude of ways @
Austratia

Many Section 17 viclims acquired other ciizenships bafore 4 Aprit 2002 because iney folt
sompetiad 1o do so at the time for financial or practical reasons affecting fife In thelr couriry of
rpsidence. Austrafian-born Maltese are being disoriminated against under Australian iaw
simply Decause Maltese law al the time required a Section 18 renunciation when the
citizenship laws of other countyies did not

! opnote that Australian law changed with effect from 1 July 2002 1o aliow people who
renaunced thelr Australian citizenship in order to retain another citizenship to apply 10 resume
thair Australian cifizenship up 1o the age of 25 years. Howaver, this provision does not assis
me, because | was over the age of 25 on 1 July 2002,

s of the fact that | am not formally an Australian ciizes, | consider myself 1o be an
‘ part of Australia’s now significent diaspora, Many thanks for the opportunity 1o
contribute to the work of your Committes in this inguity.
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Yours falthiully
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Brign Joseph Borg. i\ "






