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Deur Si/viadam,

I was born in Svdney in Australia on the 06% June, 1977, My mother and father migrated o Austratia
from Mala in 1970,

As a child | enjoved dual citizenship: | was Australian by birth under Australian law and Maltese by
descent under Maltese lave,

In 1979, when I was 2 years old, my family moved back to Malta.

Under Maltese citizenship law | was required to decide between Maltese and Australian citizenship
between my 18" and 19" birthdays. Prior to amendments which took effect on 10" February 2000,
Malese citizenship law did not allow dual citizenship in aduithood.

I was required by the Maltese oitizenship authorities to present documentary evidence that  had
formally renounced by Australian citizenship under Austraiian law using Section 18 of the dustralian

Citizenship Act 1948, in order to keep my Maltese citizenship beyond my 19 birthday.

1 opled {0 keep Maltese citizenship in adulthood due to the fact that e in Malta for me without
Maltese citizenship would have been extremely difficalt. In particular, {0 obtaia by uncle’s work
permit as 2 hawker on the market. 1 had to be Maltese citizen. Since 1996 to date, I've always worked
as a self-employed. 1am now a professional hairdresser working with my wife, as she is a professional
hairdresser too, and 1 own my own salon where | am working today. Throughout the years 1 have
always contribited 1o social benefits but never applied for any.

At the time that | renounced by Australian citizenship 1 did so only because 1 felt compelled and
essentially had no choice in the circumstances. 1 was extremely unhappy about forfeiting my
Australian citizenship, because I was born in Australia, spent my formative years there and still
consider myself 1o be “Australian” today, even if' I am not legally an Australian citizen,

2 vears ago in 2002 [ was reading the local newspaper and my eve caught a title regarding the
Australian citizenship, and when I read it 1 was overjoyed to know that I had the chance of getiing the
citizenship back again. There was writien that from the 1% of July 2002, who was from 25 years and
younger, they had the chance of getting back their citizenship. On 5% June 2002, ¥ had had my 25"
birthday, so I thought that as | was 235 vears | had the chance of getting it back, so ¥ went to the
Ausiralian embassy in Malta to check what I had te do. When 1 went there and they checked some
papers, they told me “hew unlucky you are” , | was confused when they told me “ualuweky™ , 01
asked them why, and they told mve that for 3 weeks you could not take your Australian citizenship back,
as 1 had to he younger than 25 years of age before the 1% of July 2002, 1 was shocked 1o hear the bad
news once again, as for just 3 weeks 1 could not get i baek. [ am always thinking of Australia and
dream as i1 was still iving there, and 1 am always thinking of going there back someday or another.
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Australian citizenship Is my birth right because 1 was born in Australia. s still maintain close tes with
Austratis in the foltowing ways. | have cousins and uncles living in Sydoey and T regularty contact
them by sending sws and sending emails. In our salon, we have clients that come from Ausiralia every
now and then. When they tell us that they are Australians 1 start talking to them on Australia and that |
am Australian too, but because of what happen | was forced to renounce my Australian citizenship,
While talking with them "Il be very excited hearing about Australia, and | always wish of being one of
them onee again. Some clients give us their addresses or emails, and so we keep on contact with them

. To upgrade my hairdvessing skills [ often go on the internet to search for information regarding
hairdressing, angd while naviguting and sometimes hear Australian radio stations, T always check on
hatrdressing in Australia. My wife has a fiiend who used to go 1o the hairdressing school in Malta with
her, but she is now Hving in Melbourne, as her family emigrated to Australia about 4 years ago. My
wifie's friend is working in a salon there in Melbourne, and she is always In contaet with her sharing
experisnees,

ho lost their Australian

{ feel it is Inequitable to deny those whe lost their Australian citizenship under Section 18 the same
resumption right, when the 2002 repeal of Section 17 signals that Australia as 8 country now gocepts
dual citizenship as sound policy for the 21 century.

Wot ooty shounid the current resumption provision apply to Section 18 victims such as myself, bul &
should be broadened so that Tormer Australians overseas are not required to make a declaration that
they intesd to return o Ausiralia 1o live within three years. 1L is submitted that living in Australia
should not be one of the tests of worthingss (o resume Australian citizenship, Overseas Australians
miske valuable contributions in a multitude of ways to Australia,

Many Section 17 vietims acquired other eitizenships before 4 April 2002 because they felt compelied
1o do so at the time for financial or practica! reasons alfecting Hfe in their country of residence.
Australian-born Malicse are being discriminated against under Australian taw simply because Mattese
law at the time required a Section 18 remunciation when the citizenship laws of other countries did not.

1 note that Australian law changed with effect from 1% July 2002 to allow people who rencunced their
Australian citizenship in order 1o retain another citixemhip o apply to resume thelr Australisn
citizenship up 1o the age of 23 vears. However, this provision does not assist me, because 1 was over
the age of 25 on I July 2002,

Regardless of the fact that I am not formally an Australian citizen, 1 consider myself to be an integral
part OoF Australta’s now significant diasporn, Many thanks for the opportunity 1o contribute o the work

of your Commitiee in this Iaquiry.

YWours fajthiully,

Antoine Buhagiar
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