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ﬁm tralia.

Submission to inguiry into Australian Expatriates.

Diear S/ Madam,

i was bom in Meiboume city in Australia on the 9" August 1885, My mother and
father migrated to Australia from Malta on the 24 7" Septamber 1064,

As a child | enjoved dusl citizenship. | w wstralian by birth under Austradian
Law and Maltese by descent under Malte B AW,

On the 10" August 1969, when | was 4 years old, my family moved back 1o
B f e B
WMalta,

Linger Ew}%@a teae citizenship law, | W%: equmd o decide batwéen Maltese and
Australian citizenship between my 18 and 19" birthdays. Prior to amendements
wehich ﬁ’*mm gffect on the tenih of February 2000, Maltese citizenship faw did not
allow dual citizenship in adulthood.

| was required by the Maltese citizenship authorities to presem documentary
svidence that | had m;ma y rencunced my Australian cilizenship under
Austratian law using Section 18 of the Au ﬁm ian Cifizenship Acl 1848, in arder
oy keep my Malltese %?5153%:“4” %%‘% ip beyond my 16" birthday.

| opted to keep Maltese citizenship in adulthood due 1o the fact that life in Maila
for e without Maltese citizenship would have been extremely difficult. In
. How can

particular for Maliese rights and benefits. Especially we couldi’l wor




we live in Malta without working? Without Maltese citizenship | would not have
heen elicible for education. At the time 1 was told, that we would not gual lify for
any social security benefits and ﬂw h o3P italisation. So against my wishes 1 had
io mccept to change fo Maltese citizenship.

At the time that | renounced my Australian citizenship | did so only because | felt
compelled and essentially had no choice in the circumstances. I was extremaly
unhappy about forfeiting my Australian  cilizens hip, because | was oom
bustralian, %mmﬁ my formative years there and still consider myself fo be

“Australian’ today, even if { am not legally an Australian citizen.

Australian citizenship is my birth right because | was: bomn in Australia. 1 stil
maintain close Hes with Australia in the following ways. | have mu uncle with
seven children that | never seen. Only my uncle and one member came 4 Umes
in Malia. | never went there because of my financial : tuaﬁ on. But whan | see
them | feel part of them, and that | belong there, with them.

The Australian Ciizenship Act 1248 contains a provision wherby those Wifrm fost
W@f Australian citizenship under the now f@pm led Section 17, may resume their
st citizenship, as long as they are able to state an intention to return o ﬁm% atl
i;i:) ve within three years,

| fael # is ineguitable to deny those who lost their Australian citizenship under
Mﬁamw 18 the same resumption right, whan the 2002 repeal of Seclion %?’

signals tmi Australia as a country now accepls dual citizenship as sound policy
for the 21% Century.

’f

Mot mﬁy should the current resumption provision apply to Section 18 vigtims such
as rnyself, but it should be broadened so that former Australians overseas are
not reguired 1o M"‘td%ﬂ% g declaration  that mev intend to return to Ausiralia to lve
within three years. It is submitted that fiving in Australia should not be one of the
teste of worthiness to resume Australian citizenship. Overseas Australians make
valuable contributions in a multitude of ways o Australia
Many Section 17 victims acquired other cilizenships %’}ﬂ”‘f@"@ﬁ the 4 Aprit 2002,
hecause they felt compelled to do so at the time for financial or practical reasons
aft %%@l“@ii"‘ﬁ e in their country of residence. Australian- mm %‘E@%Tﬁ?éﬂ;@ are being
discriminated against, under Australian law simply because Mailese law at the
%m mm ad g Section 18 renunciation when cilizenship laws of other countries
cicl not,

| note that Ausiralian law changed with effect from 1% T uly 2002 1o aflow people
whe renounced their Australian Cilizenship up 1o the age of 25 years. However
this provision does not assist me, because | was aver the age of 25 on the 1%
Juhy, 2002,




ardless of the fact that | am not formally an Australian Citizen, | consider

ril
myself to be an integral part of Australia’s now s ignificant Diaspora. Mmy thanks

for the opporiunity to contribute o the work of your comimittee in this inquiry.
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Yours faithhully,

Tania Ann Sullana
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