The Bill and the
Corporations Act
—some differences

On 23 June 2005 the Corporations (Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander) Bill 2005 was introduced into the Australian
Parliament. It is the result of a review of the Aboriginal
Councils and Associations Act 1976 (the ACA Act) in 2001
and largely reflects its recommendations.

If agreed to by the Australian Parliament, the Bill will start
on 1 July 2006, replacing the ACA Act. Some parts of the
Bill are likely to start after 1 July next year to make it easier
for corporations to switch over to it. More information about
this will be available soon.

Australian Government

Registrar of Aboriginal Corporations

Consistent with a key recommendation of the review, the
Bill provides Indigenous people with the key facilities of

a modern incorporation statute by aligning many of its
provisions with the Corporations Act 2001. However,

the Bill differs from the Corporations Act in a number of
important ways. These differences reflect the fact that the
Bill is a special measure to address the special needs and
circumstances of Indigenous people and is not, like the
Corporations Act, a mainstream incorporation Act designed
to facilitate trade and commerce. Some of the more
important differences between the Bill and the Corporations
Act are discussed below.
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Further information -

website: http://www.orac.gov.
1

hotline: 1800 622 43

i v.au
email: info@orac.go
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