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The Secretariat
Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee
Room S1.61, Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
AUSTRALIA

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into an Australian Republic.  I was a past Convenor of the ARM UK, the UK based branch of the Australian Republican Movement.  Although I am still a member of the ARM, unfortunately the local branch is no longer operating.

I’m certain you will be aware there was a great deal of contention within the Republican movement regarding how we might select / elect a Head of State and what powers he/she might be granted.  With regard to the later issue I am completely in agreement with the current ARM views and would not wish to comment further.  

However, perhaps the most contentious issues throughout all our debates was how to elect/select a Head of State without the involvement of political parties.  It was often argued that a popularly elected Head of State would be required to run an election campaign and political parties would inevitably run those campaigns.  

It seems to me that any model is possible, assuming there is a will to explore them.  Most Australians, I believe, would prefer to elect their future Head of State over seeing them selected by Parliament of the PM’s office.  Assuming a Plebiscite has demonstrated a significant majority for a Republic I offer the following process:
(i) National Nominations.  A period of a month when ordinary citizens are able to nominate a candidate for Head of State.

(ii) These nominations are scrutinized by a (Senate) committee and the 50 most popular names are published.

(iii) The Committee, in consultation with both Houses of Parliament, arrives at a final list of three candidates, which is published for public debate.
(iv) The candidates are forbidden to campaign, nor are any other organisations allowed to campaign on their behalf.  The candidates would be interviewed by the media and their resumés scrutinised before the electorate is asked to vote preferentially 1,2,3.  The candidate with the most first preferences is elected Head of State, the one with the most Second preferences is elected his/her reserve, in the event of death or removal from office.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Marshall

