Hi Ya, 
The Australian republic debate is something I have watched over the past few years with a keen interest. 
I just had one suggestion that I had not heard proposed by others that I wanted to pass along to your inquiry. 
After listening to the way the current parliamentary system works it seemed to me the obvious position to replace with a President would be the speaker of the house, imbued with the powers of the Governor General. I realise that it is not as simple as this, he would have others powers and would still need to discuss how he would be elected/chosen etc.... 
Already when a question is asked in question time, it is addressed to the speaker, and then the response is also addressed to the speaker of the house, not the two politicians directly. The speaker is not generally called upon to vote, and thus to a certain extent he is already set apart from other politicians of both the government and opposition. 
The speaker of the house is currently responsible for controlling and disciplining members of parliament who overstep the bounds of acceptable parliamentary conduct. He is in a position where he will need to even discipline the Leader of the Government at times, and having this as the Head of State would make it more reasonable. I think this would enable more control and discipline to be kept within parliament and also leave us with a model not too different from that which we currently have, which has worked well for many years. Perhaps if someone with a bit more power and respect were to control parliament, there would be less of the nonsense currently seen at times, with it being difficult at times to hear questions/ responses with the amount of heckling coming across the chamber, and respect for our politicians would increase. Also if the speaker were selected by the people rather than by the government, he would be a more impartial arbiter of the rules of parliament then is currently the situation, (I do not mean that the current speaker is not impartial, but more the method of his selection does not encourage impartiality) 
Good luck with your enquiry. 
Yours Sincerely 
Rene' Le Cornu 

