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My submission is based on the belief that many Australians were horrified to discover in 1975 that an elected Prime Minister of Australia could be removed from office by an appointed representative of another country. The Governor General represents the Queen of England and the notion that the “Crown is divisible” is illogical nonsense. It is time for Australia to become a sovereign republic retaining all that works from our current system.  The answers to the questions below flow from this notion.

.

Question 1 Should Australia consider moving towards having a head of state who is also the head of government?

Yes. In this model ,the elected leader of the majority part in Government becomes the Head of State and is called President.  

.

Question 2 What powers should be conferred on the head of state?

Sign legislation, issue writs for elections and appoint ministers.

Question 3 What powers (if any) should be codified beyond those currently specified in the Constitution?

Let the Parliament decide by 2/3 majority.

Question 4 Should some form of campaign assistance be available to

nominees, and if so, what assistance would be reasonable?

Yes , a dollar amount given for every vote they get.

Question 5 Should/Can political parties be prevented from assisting or campaigning on behalf of nominees? If so, how?

No, because in this model the President is the leader of the majority party in Parliament so parties must campaign to get the votes.

Question 6 If assistance is to be given, should this be administered by the Australian Electoral Commission or some other public body?

Yes by AEC

Question 7 If the Australian head of state is to be directly elected, what method of voting should be used?

Optional preferential

Question 8 If direct election is the preferred method for election of a Non executive president, will this lead to a situation where the president becomes a rival centre of power to the Government? If so, is this acceptable or not? If not, can the office of head of state be designed so that this situation does not arise?

No rivalry or conflict in this model as the President is the Head of Government. 

Question 9 Who should be eligible to put forward nominations for an appointed head of state? For an elected head of state?

Let the people decide. If the candidate gets the votes he or she gets elected to Parliament and then the majority party elects their leader who is then called President. 

Question 10 Should there be any barriers to nomination, such as nominations from political parties, or candidates being current or former members of parliament?

No barriers, let the people decide.

Question 11 Should there be a maximum and/or minimum number of candidates?

No set number, a candidate application fee can discourage frivolous candidates

Question 12 Should there be a minimum number of nominators required for a nominee to become a candidate?

All the voters in the candidate’s electorate can decide if the candidate should be elected.

Question 13 What should the head of state be called, Governor General, President of the Commonwealth of Australia, or some other title?

President or for minimal change, Prime Minister.

Question 14 What should be the length of office for head of state?

Four year fixed term. If the parliamentary majority changes it may be necessary to hold an earlier election, but then the period of Government and the term of the President reverts to a four year fixed term.

Question 15 Should a head of state be eligible for re-appointment or reelection?

Yes if he gets the votes of the electorate.

Question 16 Should there be a limit on the number of terms an individual

may serve as head of state?

No limit while he keeps winning elections.

Question 17 Who or what body should have the authority to remove

the head of state from office?

The voting electorate at the next election. 

Question 18 On what grounds should the removal from office of the

head of state be justified? Should those grounds be spelt out?

The grounds should not be spelt out. When the electorate want to change President they vote him out of office.

.

Question 19 How should a casual vacancy be filled?

The majority party can appoint a new leader (and hence a new President) at any time.

Question 20 What should the eligibility requirements be for the

head of state?

The same as for members of Parliament.

Question 21 On what grounds should a person be disqualified from

becoming of head of state?

Losing an election.

Question 22 Should the head of state have power to appoint and

remove federal judges?

No, this should be a function of Parliament.

Question 23 Should the head of state have the prerogative of mercy?

No, leave this to Parliament.

Question 24 Should the head of state be free to seek constitutional

advice from the judiciary and if so ,under what circumstances?

The President can seek advice from whomever he likes.

Question 25 What is the best way to deal with the position of the

states in a federal Australian republic?

The states are an expensive luxury which we do not need. By world standards we are over governed with three tiers of Government and the states are the best tier to remove. 

Question 26 Should there be an initial plebiscite to decide whether

Australia should become a republic ,without deciding on a model for that

republic?

Yes, but every step in the process must have the agreement of both major parties or the proposal will fail.

Question 27 Should there be more than one plebiscite to seek views on

broad models? If so, should the plebiscites be concurrent or separated?

Probably concurrent to reduce the number of times the people will have to vote, but the most important principle is major party concurrence.

Question 28 Should voting for a plebiscite be voluntary or compulsory?

Voluntary

Question 29 What is the best way to formulate the details of an appropriate model for a republic? A convention? A parliamentary

inquiry? A Constitutional Council of experts?

Constitutional Convention with majority party representation as without this the republic will fail. 

Question 30 What is the preferred way for a process to move towards

an Australian republic?

Corowa Proposal A

