Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee,
Room S1.61, Parliament House,
Canberra. ACT. 2600.
AUSTRALIA. 

To The Senate Committee,

Please receive my

Submission to the Senate Legal & Constitutional References Committee (2003)

Re: Inquiry into an Australian republic.

This Submission – States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Republic model –

Is a model of a republic for the Commonwealth of Australia
It is NOT a model of a head-of-state for Australia.

“STATES” is Australia’s current Constitutional monarchy _ In republic format _ It is in accord with “Model B” as suggested in Con-Con’s agenda-literature, is based on Australia’s 1901 federation and requires minimal change to the constitution.
Put simply STATES calls upon Australia’s states to replace British monarchy as the source of our heads-of-state… And requires each federation state to in-turn supply a consummate and apolitical Australian-born head-of-state.

"Australia’s states” does not mean Australia’s state parliaments _ It means State Councils (or the like) set-up by individual states to oversee the appointment of their individual head-of-state in-turn… With perhaps a (probably permanent) National Council to administer an overall appointment and dismissal process.
STATES does not propose any specific process but suggests each state may use its own individual method of head-of-state appointment or all may agree or be required to use the same method. This flexibility is seen as a strength in improving the republic _ Not as a weakness in converting-cum-devising the system.
Current parliamentary and Westminster systems remain basically unchanged and Australia remains fundamentally as is _ Yet as a republic.

With respect the Committee is requested to refer to my website…

www.users.bigpond.com/republic.australia/ 
which describes the republic-model in full… And the enclosed CD which carries my website and supportive WORD documents.

STATES is a model designed to win the approval of all Australia’s states and of all the people of Australia _ The prime dual-requisite of constitutional change.

States are defined geographically _ States’-people are defined demographically.

Australia’s Constitutional Monarchy can become Australia’s Constitutional Republic.

 Yours Faithfully,

Yogi B Marriott…                                                                                        Yogi.
www.users.bigpond.com/republic.australia/
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Republic Australia
WELCOMES YOU & INTRODUCES

States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Model

Australia’s Current Constitutional Monarchy - In Republic Format

Australia in its thus-far quest for a republic has ignored the foundation of our nation which of itself offers a model for a unique-to-the-world republic for this unique-to-the-world country… A Republic based on Australia’s states, its current constitution, the Westminster system, Canberra’s Con-Con-1998 government-agenda-suggestion… And Australia’s well-proven federation.

As the shell-only of a republic-model STATES provides the procedure to settle at referendum Australia’s two basic needs when becoming republic…

1 Replace British monarchy   2 Provide Australian heads-of-state

…whilst allowing other detail to be devised before a second referendum.

“STATES” is a model for a republic (Not for a head-of-state)… Simply the states of Australia replace the monarchy as the source of heads-of-state and each state in-turn is required to appoint an acceptable head-of-state. Thus Australia becomes a solid republic with Australians, appointed by Australians, as its head-of-state. 
Laws governing appointment of heads-of-state and the republic generally (to be devised after the model’s acceptance) remain permanently subject to improvement through referendum following approval from all Australian governments. 
STATES is a secure republic for Australia - Provides an Australian as HoS

Annuls British monarchy - Retains Westminster - Enables referenda

Australia’s constitutional advocate holds untitled position “highest office”

Untitled incumbent appointed by Australia’s states-in-turn to be HoS

Australia (Below_PM)  rendered unchanged - HoS shares power with PM

HoS represents Oz a-politically as a nation - PM’s role politically the same

HoS/PM-Relationship determined before second referendum

Subject to further change at referenda

Royalists Realists​ Republicans

Two Oz factions impede Australia’s progress towards a republic… Riveted-Royalists and Radical-Republicans… The West and East tips of Australia’s republic aspiration… In total less than a majority of Australians. 

A third faction, as yet unacknowledged, thus-far disenfranchised and mostly self-unrecognised, holds the republic-key… Realists… Both Royalist and Republican.

Realistic Royalists-and-Republicans constitute the majority of Australians and sit between Riveted-Royalists (who insist the monarchy is integral to their system) and Radical-Republicans (who insist an executive head-of-state is integral in their republic).  

Realistic Royalists-and-Republicans are rational, fair-dinkum, even-handed, true-blue Australians who see Oz as a sovereign nation… And believe the HoS should be above politics… Or say Australia be not split by its political parties… Or see a republic as inclusive of all Australians… Or federation as the foundation of an “indissoluble” nation… Or agree states surrendered national control not national sovereignty… Or want-NOT one-political-party versus another as in a USA-style system… Or worse.

What Australia’s British-heritage, background, monarchy and Queen mean and have contributed toward Australia’s remarkable political stability to date may (1) be totally appreciated… or may (2) be totally ridiculed _ by a Realist. 

Thus a Realist-Royalist is one who (1) may accept a republic as inevitable if only through attrition… One who may be prepared to forgo the monarchy but sees the Westminster system as essentially part of an Australian republic.

And a Realist-Republican one who (2) eagerly anticipates the fulfilment of having an Australian as head-of-state… Yet one who recognises the perils of an adversarial republic and may be prepared to forgo a popularly elected HoS.

So as a Realist at referendum… If you accept Australia can safely and will become republic without the monarchy… Or… If you are unconcerned or unclear about the detail yet ardently desire a republic _ “STATES” encompasses you. 

Radical-Republicans should fully explain how their republic will function.

Riveted-Royalists should contemplate where their loyalty and allegiance lies.
                                                                                          Yogi. 2003
Westminster or What? 

An Australian “STATES” Republic 

No-one can dispute the 55% to 45% outcome of our 1999 republic referendum

Yet one must question Royalist’s assertion the 55% was for the monarchy “per se”

And although Republicans say so, it’s unlikely 90% want a republic “per se”

While undoubtedly support for the monarchy is ever-eroding through attrition

But anyone with a cork eye can see 50%+ of Australians (Realists) desire a republic

Conceivably a majority would accept this Republic/Monarchy-model

…or a majority would accept a Republic/Model-model

Put more poignantly… This Republic/Westminster-model or a Republic/What-model

On 2nd February, 1998 the government asked Canberra’s Con-Con “which republic model should be put to the voters to consider against the current system of government”… Specifically asking Con-Con for a Republic/System-model to consider against the Monarchy/Westminster-model:  A model against THE model.

On 6th  November, 1999 a referendum put Con-Con’s so-called Model to Australians “A Proposed Law: To alter the Constitution to establish the Commonwealth of Australia as a republic with the Queen and Governor-General being replaced by a President appointed by a two-thirds majority of the members of the Commonwealth Parliament.”… Do you approve this proposed alteration?...  And the answer was “NO”.
A president: To replace monarch and system? Yet is not a president necessarily product of some system other than Westminster?… “NO’’ to an undefined system.
Now pro-republic and some political groups seek a YES/NO plebiscite on whether Oz people want a republic… While everyone knows the answer… Everyone including the Queen of Australia… Such a plebiscite is a radical-republican bid to produce, as fact, pseudo acceptance of, or validity in, an undefined republic model.

This Oz suggests that if enough Australians want a republic someone, some party, some group should be able to conjure a model to propose against a “STATES” model and any other model presented… The specific aim… The failed aim of Con-Con.

If none emerges a referendum should propose "the present constitutional system in monarchy format” against "the present constitutional system in republic format”.

Monarchy/Westminster against States/Westminster = “STATES”

“A Proposed Law: To alter the Constitution to establish the Commonwealth of Australia as a republic with the Queen and Governor-General being replaced by a federation Head-of-State appointed by Australia’s states in-turn and continuation of the Westminster system of parliament”. Do you approve this proposed alteration?
 Yogi. 2003
STATES replaces the monarchy and in its place provides the Head-of-State source for a republic system which uniquely accommodates the Westminster system of government used by Australia since federation.

Thus a STATES republic requires minimal change which in turn allows maximum acceptance…   Many improvements, mainly at Head-of-State level, may flow from such a system, such as a Head-of-State council of states, similar selection of state Governors and other such matters.

Similarly STATES allows alteration to the system which means that any group or citizen which advocates change and gains sufficient support may, via parliament, possibly change the constitution at referendum. 

Thus those who prefer a Head-of-State by popular election from the population as a whole and can devise an acceptable model could do so now or at some future date… And a people’s referendum will decide.

                                                         Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded)
A Model_B Republic

 
 STATES provides the path to a logical, secure and understandable Australian republic 

Thereafter and bilaterally STATES proffers a Constitutional Republic   

Two bodies of people may be registered from Australia’s population 

 One from the nation: Which currently votes Australia’s parliament into Canberra 

One from the states: Which (state-in-turn) decides “Highest Office” incumbent (HoS)

Thus Australia’s Constitutional Monarchy may become a Constitutional Republic

People of the States might be represented on a “Council of States” to administer the selection in-turn of the Head-of-State and Governors of their States… A “Council of States” perhaps quite apart from undue influence or jurisdiction of Australian or state parliaments.

As per 1998’s Constitutional-Convention-agenda-suggested Model B
A Model B Republic

of the Republic of the 
Commonwealth of Australia

States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Republic
Australia’s Current Constitutional Monarchy - In Republic Format

 “STATES” is a MODEL of a republic for Australia (“STATES” is NOT a model for a *head-of-state) mindful that referendum acceptance “in a majority of the states” by “a majority of the electors” is required to allow constitutional change to our executive and legislative governance. 
Annulling-cum-replacing current British monarchy and having Australians appoint Australians as heads-of-state are the two-only basic requirements for Australia to become republic… A minimum of change.

Simply, Australia’s states as our founding colonies replace the monarchy as head-of-state source… And, in-turn, appoint accomplished Australians as heads-of-state… Thus satisfying both requirements. 

Thereafter Australian governance below the Prime Minister would need little if any adjustment for Australia to experience seamless transition to a republic with its parliaments and Westminster system being unaffected.

Australia’s *head-of-state selection and all other matters are devised after such a republic model has been accepted at referendum.

Perhaps there is preconception or poetic justice in “STATES” as in 1901 states ceded national control to Canberra: Not national sovereignty.

STATES defines-for-referendum the shell of a logical and secure Australian republic and allows constitutional detail to be decided (including ongoing amendment to our *Constitution) before a second referendum. *as per Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional-Conference Communiqué
All such constitutional change to receive referendum approval from the people of the nation… And the states of the nation. 

It is believed STATES can be prescribed as being strictly a-political.

Considered furtherance of 1901’s federation STATES is conducive to federal parliament… Minimalist in change to the status quo… And easily defined.
To found a watertight Australian republic create the position of “Highest-Office”... Retain the successful parliamentary-status quo system and, using predetermined, gazetted and sequential turns, have states-in-turn appoint Australian-“Highest-Office”-incumbents as heads-of-state for set, contiguous and repetitive 5-year periods. 

a STATES republic...  

(1) Creates a statutory commonwealth post of “Highest-Office” having reserve powers.

(2) Replaces the British monarchy with the head-of-state position “Highest-Office”.

(3) Requires states-in-turn to appoint “Highest-Office” incumbent for five-year periods. 

A referendum on the above - Conditional on the below

 (4) Head-of-state and the prime minister share and administer codified powers.

(5) Federal/State-parliaments-managed head-of-state appointment methods. 

(6) Prime minister/head-of-state have codified powers… They may dismiss each other.

(7) Preserve federation’s constitutional equality of states in an Australian republic. 

(8) Secure a republic within Australia’s founding/federation constitution. 

(9) Produce a status quo federation-style republic NOT a presidential-style republic.

(10) Devise “A provision allowing ongoing consideration of constitutional change”.

“Highest-Office” is a statutory posting-say-Advocate of the Commonwealth of Australia.

(or, or also, or perhaps – President of the Commonwealth of Australia)

Oliver Cromwell was Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland from 1653-1658... The first English speaking republic in the world. 

---------oOo-------
Model B .... of the .... Constitutional Convention 1998 agenda booklet .... says

“Head of State has significant powers, as does the leader of the government - eg: France”
Thus STATES creates the commonwealth post of “Highest-Office” as Australia’s quasi royal-cum-presidential shared-executive position.

States’ Head-of-State Selection (STATES) is a unique stand-alone republic which requires an Australian-born citizen to be appointed to Australia’s “Highest-Office” as head-of-state having a title as yet to be determined 

“Highest-Office” is a statutory position and can carry any title… To Australians its Australian-born incumbent is head-of-state.

“Highest-Office” is a statutory posting suiting the suggested Model-B head-of-state in the Constitutional Convention 1998 agenda’s booklet... “Some executive power... There is both a Head of State and a leader of the government who share power.”.

With shared-executive powers vested in the position of “Highest-Office” Australia’s states provide the incumbents, deemed to be heads-of-state, to administer same… A head-of-state selected to this office by the Provider-State of the nation can never consider himself/herself to be the popularly elected leader of the nation… Nor foster power against that popularly elected prime minister.  

First STATES requires sovereignty to be bestowed upon Australia’s people and for Australia’s people simultaneously to empower and require Australia’s states to in-turn appoint Australians as Australia’s heads-of-state to the unnamed-position of “Highest-Office”.
“Australia’s states” does not mean its state parliaments _ It means State Councils set-up by individual states to oversee the appointment of their individual head-of-state in-turn. With perhaps a National Council to administer an overall appointment and dismissal process.
It is in a federated or geographic sense a state’s turn to appoint a head-of-state is taken: At which time all such appointment and any other pertinent arrangement or process are relative to that particular state. 

It is in a personal and demographic sense that people of their born, chosen or arrival-state participate in any appreciation or process determined to appoint a head-of-state… Thus any Australian could be republic-registered in any state and resident in any other… or abroad.

ANY Australian-born citizen is eligible to become head-of-state… ALL Australian citizens may in-turn-participate in whatever process is decided to appoint the head-of-state. 

On reaching adulthood each citizen may enroll on an Elect-State-Of-Choice role… Enrolment is entirely optional and may be effected at any time during an individual’s life… Once enrolled, alteration of one’s Elect-State-Of-Choice enrolment is permanent/conditional. 

Any Australian-born citizen may have his/her name placed on any Elect-State-Of-Choice list as available as head-of-state.

A transparent, once-only, detailed, gazetted and nationally televised lottery decides a sequence-of-states-as-balloted-list (plus 1 spare: allowing change to 6-state format: ignored until/unless needed) for states to provide the heads-of-state. 

The gazetted details repetitive on a forever basis… In applying that sequence states will be referred to by the logical terminologies Provider-State, Elect-State and Standing-States. 

STATES encourages improvement to the head-of-state selection process… With states constitutionally secure as head-of-state-providers, any parliament may propose alteration to its selection method or a national selection method to be put to referendum at an opportune time after endorsement by all parliaments.
Thus heads-of-state selection may be improved but head-of-state source (Elect-State process) remains as per the constitution

 (This provision to alter the constitution will consequently result in calling of referenda being no longer the sole right of an individual.)

Approved at referendum Australia’s states-in-turn appoint its heads-of-state… STATES does not propose any specific processes but suggests each state may use its own individual method of head-of-state appointment or all may agree or be required to use the same method. This flexibility is seen as a strength in improving the republic _ Not a weakness in converting-cum-devising the system.

In whichever case methods are to be approved by all states, federal parliament and by the people of the states and Australia at referendum. 

“Highest-Office” is not a position to be filled with a view to political correctness, appeasement, sporting popularity or the like… Competence is paramount… Method selection groups must be dedicated to ensuring worthiness of qualification criteria for appointment to this important position. 

Each Elect-State has ultimate say in appointing its head-of-state-in-turn… But that Elect-State is to liaise with a permanent federal parliament department to ensure protocol, procedure and requirement are maintained… And with the Provider-State and Standing-States to maintain the spirit, integrity and betterment of the process.

Heads-of-state shall be appointed for a defined and an absolute term of five years. 
Heads-of-state shall reside at Government House, Canberra during his or her tenure.

On a set day every 5-years at a regular location some suitably qualified person or the retiring head-of-state shall swear-in the Elect-State’s head-of-state appointee… Nationally televised. 

This is a ceremonial procedure only and is obviated by the pre-selected head-of-state acceding to authority#.

At the end of a Provider-State’s head-of-state term the Elect-State’s head-of-state nominee succeeds automatically. 

#-People and all states’ and federal agencies are to legally acknowledge the Elect-State’s preordained appointee’s authority. 

Each state retains its rights, parliaments and management of local affairs… Each to have minimal alteration to its federal parliament relationship… Each must consider adjustment of its legal standing… Each could perhaps become a Commonwealth.

With similar-to-the-current constitutional layout STATES provides separation of legislative, executive and judicial power under the constitution… plus… a solid base of nationwide support for the “Highest-Office” and its incumbent-heads-of-state because of states’ individual and joint involvement in the republic, federation, constitution and upper house.

In a constitutional crisis the states, as the republic’s foundation, and the people, as one sovereign Australian population, automatically provide a nationwide umbrella-of-the-states for the head-of-state no matter which state is the Provider-State… 

States provide the people-backbone of that support which is reinforced by the demographically mingled Elect-State people throughout Australia.
Pray tell… What is the “umbrella” of a head-of-state selected by parliamentary process or by politicised direct election ?
Federal Parliament, the Army, Unions, Students, Boy Scouts ?

Alternately, in a national crisis, people of the states may decide against a head-of-state’s decision… As the appointment method was accepted at referendum the emotion of the issue would be confined to the constitution versus the government-of-the-day.

STATES allows both the head-of-state and the prime minister to, if need be, each remove the other… STATES to accommodate whatever constitutional requirement necessary in constitutional terms and ratified by general consensus.

However STATES maintains the prime minister selected by federal parliamentary-cum-political process holds a “real” job.

Being selected by state-head-of-state-selection process so too does the head-of-state hold the “real” job of the reserve powers.

This power and process of constitutional-dismissal should be “real” and available to both positions. 

People of the states, as a state, each in-turn provide the head-of-state… People of the nation, via federal government provide the prime minister… Constitutional layout for separation of executive and legislative appointment. 

Thus it is suggested that… Constitutional layout, similar to the separation of legislative, executive and judicial power under the current constitution, exists for executive and legislative appointment under a STATES system and thus “real” balanced governance is evinced.  

Zealously safeguarding the constitution Australia’s head-of-state replaces the monarchy, assumes reserve powers, performs codified parliamentary and other duties including ceremonial affairs.
A national figurehead the federation-style head-of-state holds a position comparable with Britain’s head-of-state and therefore has little to do with daily administration of the nation. 

Australia is led and represented by its prime minister, the visible, active and actual leader of the nation and as such holds a position similar to the leaders of Britain and France… The prime minister and parliament control day-to-day running of Australia. 

Thus STATES supplies a republic with just one leader… The prime minister and popular party-elected leader of the government.

 Potential rivalry between the federation-style head-of-state and the prime minister is seen as restricted and improbable. 

Separation of powers/duties is mostly defined and/or codified.

STATES is a unique-to-the-world republic which can be readily seen as providing a republic system modelled on federation that will outlast any monarchy or republic of the world. 

A simple and unwavering system enabling people of the states to understand and be involved in head-of-state appointment… Virtually a certainty for approval by ALL AUSTRALIA’S STATES.

STATES is a model designed to win full referendum support of the people of Australia… For without that support and their votes a republic will never be won. 

Thus recognising and requiring states’ involvement in a republic system STATES is virtually guaranteed acceptance by ALL AUSTRALIA’S PEOPLE.

As a republic what Australia most requires is utmost support for its head-of-state… Such is a prime requisite of a secure republic. 

                                Such is a STATES republic.

Yogi B Marriott.                                                                                                                    Yogi.
The concept, preparation and this presentation of STATES is entirely the work of Yogi B Marriott

STATES is based upon Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional-Convention suggestion of a head-of-state and a prime minister who share powers… eg. France.

STATES applies this sharing of power to our current Westminster system and adapts it further to provide a unique Australian federation-style head-of-state system. 

Australia’s states in-turn appoint the head-of-state… The prime minister is elected as per current process.

Shared-executive-positions titles might refer to

President of the Commonwealth of Australia

Prime Minister and Leader of Australia

These suggested titles are just that - Suggested – They are offered here as indicative of the relative positions of the HoS and the PM.

STATES is modelled on Australia’s federation of six colonies

But must STATES be likened to any system of the world it would be Malaysia where the head-of-state is appointed periodically by constitutional agreement… The prime minister, and the leader of the country, is elected on a regular basis.

Malaysia’s head-of-state is one of a number of rulers-in-turn… Its prime minister effectively its president and leader.
.

STATES sees the HoS as Australia’s ADVOCATE and PROTECTOR 

STATES sees the PRIME MINISTER as Australia’s LEADER

.

There is not in the world and never in history has there been a republic system quite suitable for an Australian republic. 

Australia currently enjoys the world’s best system... A system that is really a republic... But is a Constitutional Monarchy.

Yet, for Australia, Britain’s monarchy is nigh obsolete and in need of replacement... Which is simply what STATES does... STATES replaces only the British monarchy.

STATES affords Australians vision of the future after a YES vote at referendum... A future almost identical with what exists now in Australia but having a federation-style head-of-state not an executive president along with “A provision allowing ongoing consideration of constitutional change” as per the Communique to conclude Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional Convention.

Many issues have been raised during debate about becoming republic... Issues such as The Dismissal Procedure, Definition of Powers, Acknowledgment of Original Occupancy, A Preamble and more listed in that Con-Con Communique.

STATES allows for discussion and resolution of these issues and any others after a republic has been accepted… For STATES allows revision and alteration of the republic system itself provided federal and all state parliaments recommend change to the people… And Australia’s people “in a majority of the states” and by “a majority of the electors” accept that change. 

Integral with STATES, calling a referendum is no longer the sole prerogative of the leader of the ruling political party.

A States Head-of-State Selection republic is commended to all.

See – Writer’s Profile

Polls since 1999 show some 10% of Australians favour retention of the monarchy and therefore Royalists, “it ain’t broke/don’t fix it” people and the like are urged to consider a republic such as STATES…

Of course continue to support the monarchy… But consider as urgent the need of acceptable alternate… For the next referendum will bring a republic.

*******************************

And since this was written “it” has been “broke” and does need “fixin” – So, if a Royalist,  make STATES your second choice... 

STATES in its embryonic form was envisaged some time before 1998’s Canberra Constitutional Convention but not put forward because the writer considered such a model for a republic would abound in the minds of Australians.

---oooOooo---

This 72-year-old is totally content with his years of monarchy but concedes progress is soon to end that era.

However progress to a republic based on that contentment which in itself is a progressive format for a republic is indeed considered progress for Australia…
    Yogi.
Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded)
An appraisal of – “STATES” – For busy people
Republic Australia 

APPRAISES & PROPOSES

States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Model

as  an

Australian STATES Republic

IN WHICH

Britain’s Monarchy Annulled - Replaced By Australian States 

Australia’s States-in-Turn Appoint Heads-of-State
“STATES” replaces Australia’s constitutional monarchy with an Australian federation-style head-of-state to be appointed by Australian states-in-turn

HEAD-of-STATE is ADVOCATE of Australia _ PROTECTOR of CONSTITUTION

PRIME MINISTER is head of parliament and LEADER of the Nation

Australia’s “STATES” governance would be a hybrid of Britain and France’s

 Unlike the USA or nations whose heads-of-state are executive presidents 

“STATES defines-for-referendum the shell-only of a logical and secure Australian republic and allows constitutional detail to be decided (including amendment to our *Constitution {*as per Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional-Convention Communiqué}) before a second referendum”. 
No doubt exists Australians want a republic… Just what type of republic is the dilemma… STATES resolves that ongoing impasse.

In itself a perfectly valid system STATES allows Australians to view a republic-future as similar to the present and, in confidently adopting such a republic system, to simultaneously introduce a people-malleable constitution enabling future change.

For STATES is a people/states republic based on federation and the Commonwealth of Australia… Where state provision-in-turn of a head-of-state is qualification of each state’s reliance upon and deference to the other states within the republic… 

Such a head-of-state would be representative of Australians as one and adequately replace yet reflect our current system. 

Thus “Outlying States” retain the equality they, at federation, agreed to share with states of the “Golden Triangle”… Ensuring unity of people and purpose across Australia is retained.

Having that in mind STATES adopts the head-of-state with “Some executive power… There is both a Head of State and a leader of the government who share power” (eg France) as suggested in Canberra’s 1998-Constitutional-Convention-agenda booklet.
An advocate provided from the founders of the Commonwealth

A sole leader provided from the people of Australia
Just as STATES enables Australians to relinquish the monarchy to become a republic based on solid and defined guidelines (detail to be devised) the avenue to constitutional change via the nation’s governments remains open to allow change to the constitution or for any configuration-of-republic to be considered in the future.

Anyone may submit a proposal to any government of Australia suggesting improvement/change to the system or to the republic itself.

Conceivably an Australian monarchy could evolve, popular election may be adopted or outright dictatorship develop.

Realistically republic-Australia shall remain remotely positioned from all these… Whilst STATES as a starting point for a republic is ideal for Australia… For it is Australia almost as Australia is. 

Simply, Australia’s people at a second referendum approve how it shall be accomplished and Australia’s states-in-turn provide an Australian-born citizen as Australia’s head-of-state… 

Then in due course and at referendum Australia’s people shall decide if change, and what change, ensues.

 Yogi .
To The Reader,

Should you perceive value in STATES or have interest in a republic for Australia you are asked to suggest this web-site to your family, friends, acquaintances and workmates… etc.

Should you have an ability, motivation and/or whatever means to promote STATES in any way you are entreated so to do.

For if our Constitutional Monarchy is to be disenfranchised to become republic we should ensure an acceptable/alternate system is defined so as Australians know where Australia is headed.

No political party, movement, organisation or individual has had involvement in the conception, preparation or presentation of STATES and this writer, who wants only that Australians throughout the nation should learn of this suggested republic, has no hope of personally promoting it further. Yogi 
Re: The Australian Republican Movement
On Its Website ARM Asks “THE PROCESS – What do you think?”

“The ARM is formulating a position to make public on November 6 this year and wants the views of branches, forums and members by Monday 7 July 2003.

This input will directly shape the position the ARM takes.”

ARM asks “Should an Australian Head of State be:

                 a: Selected by the Prime Minister

                 b: Selected by a 2/3 majority of the Parliament

                 c: Chosen by an Electoral College

                 d: Elected by popular vote?”

Copy :
Federal MPs & Senators – Posted



All State Parliaments – By Email



Elsewhere At Will

. 

Mr. James Terrie,

National Director,

The Australian Republican Movement, 

Box A870, Sydney South, NSW. 1235. 

Dear Jim,

First, many thanks to ARM for recently linking my “STATES” website to ARM’s (In September 1998 Malcolm Turnbull’s helpers acknowledged my correspondence but until current times further such correspondence simply seemed to vanish).

Second, while knowing ARM-linking-STATES is not endorsement (and while not-or-intending-to-be a member), I ask that my republic-model be given consideration and included in ARM’s project “THE PROCESS – What do you think?” as a sure, logical, inclusive and understandable system for a *Republic of Australia.

Still, as at Con-Con, ARM’s “THE PROCESS” seems intent on providing Australia with a (presidential)-*head-of-state… In 1999 republicans dis-enfranchised many when they offered a head-of-state only against our current Westminster system.

The government’s question to Con-Con was “which republic model should be put to the voters to consider against the current system of government”… A system as against THE system… NOT “which way should a head-of-state be elected”. 

This (and ?? % more) Australian voted “NO” to ARM’s non-existent “model”: “NO” to its presidential-head-of-state:… It was impossible to vote FOR a republic or for the current system: This pro-republic vote was spuriously claimed by Royalists. 

To gain an Australian republic with maximum support, replace only the monarchy and leave the Westminster system be… In that regard Con-Con’s agenda suggested the head-of-state and the leader-of-government may share power.

That’s what my “STATES” republic suggests… Yet Con-Con totally ignored this agenda-suggestion in 1999… The ARM should seriously consider it now.

With My Best Regards,

Yogi Marriott                                                                      Yogi.
States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Model may be visited at

www.republic.org.au/ >html >related links >Sites by individuals/

www.bigpond.com/home/memservices/ >community >society >Republic Australia/

www.users.bigpond.com/republic.australia/ 

Answer : Nil.
Copy : Elsewhere at Will
The National Secretary

The Australian Republican Movement,

Level 10, 60 Park Street,

Sydney South. NSW. 2000.

Dear National Director,

 An Open Letter to the Australian Republican Movement

Copy : All Federal Parliaments : All State Parliaments : All Local Government
Re : States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Republic model

Some of my correspondents say STATES “leaves much to the imagination”.. So let me explain in plain English… For yes, STATES when proposing the monarchy is replaced by Australia’s states in-turn, leaves heaps to be devised.

STATES establishes only the source of the HoS… It annuls and replaces only the monarchy… Australia then has and runs "the present constitutional system in republic format”… And Australians decide upon all aspects of that republic. 

STATES is Oz almost as Oz is now… Its system is Westminster and thus Oz doesn’t have an executive HoS… It can’t be a USA or the like… It replaces only the monarchy… Yet STATES it is very much like Britain… Except that Oz states in-turn appoint the (advocate-cum-)HoS… And Oz people elect the PM (sole leader).

That’s the basis of a referendum which could explicitly put to the citizens of Oz “A Proposed Law: To alter the Constitution to establish the Commonwealth of Australia as a republic with the Queen and Governor-General being replaced by a federation Head-of-State appointed by Australia’s states in-turn and continuation of the Westminster system of parliament”.  Do you approve this proposed alteration?
Not the Queen & G-G (and the Westminster system) against a republic (and trust us… we have the idea which we’ll work-out later) as in 1999. 

Titles, appointments, duties and all detail can, within the accepted guidelines, then be devised in earnest and with confidence and put to a second referendum.

1999’s referendum NO result was 55%:45% - 6:0 states - ARM now claims 95% wants a republic… Since 1999 I have claimed 45% wanted a republic of any kind: 10% insisted on the monarchy: 45% wanted-NOT to forfeit Westminster and/or wanted-NOT to have an executive HoS.

It is suggested that Oz support for a republic like STATES would be huge; but not 45% + 45%... For it is feared there is support for the HoS selection to be turned into an adversarial political contest like our parliamentary elections.

ARM’s persistence with a president or HoS and total lack of reference to any system causes me to ask ARM, for the public record “Is our Westminster system forfeit within ARM’s pursuit of a republic for Australia”.

Australia needs total support for its future HoS: More support that we now, as a whole, give British monarchy… I commend a STATES republic to all Australians.

With My Regards,                                                                Yogi.
www.users.bigpond.com/republic.australia/

Answer : Nil.
Presidential Fixation

Government agenda-literature at Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional Convention suggested three basic republic formats… 

“Model A - Full Executive Power – Head of State is also the leader of the government.” (United States)
“Model B - Some Executive Power – There is both a Head of State and a leader of the government who share power.” (France)

“Model C - There is both a Head of State and a leader of the government, but the latter has little or no executive power.” (Ireland)

From Con-Con’s outset it quickly became obvious delegates had arrived with the preconceived notion of 

a Model A republic

and had a

Presidential Fixation

When, during the 1990s, Australia’s prime minister offered republicans a republic and financed a referendum republicans were delighted.

However at Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional Convention it was soon revealed republicans had failed to find a suitable model and their alternative was to meaningfully manipulate the Convention agenda questions...   

* as per Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional-Convention Communiqué
  *The government put three questions to

                   Canberra’s Constitutional Convention on 2nd February, 1998…

                1.  “whether or not Australia should become a republic”

                2.  “which republic model should be put to the voters 

                               to consider against the current system of government”

                3.  “In what time-frame”   (of no consequence here) 

      After Convention-conversion acceptance… 

                                       (ie. republic model = how to elect a president)

     *Three “categories of model for a republic” were before the Convention...

                        1. Direct Election.

                       2. Parliamentary election by a special majority. 

                       3. Appointment by a special council 

                                          following Prime Ministerial nomination.

.

                        …in deciding a president would be Australia’s head-of-state… And, having no model for that republic, they set about (s)electing a method to elect a president… Around whom to build their republic.

Thus the method to select a president became the model for our republic

Doubtless republicans had combed the world for a suitable model and if an acceptable system had existed we would today be republic… For the world has not and has not seen a republic system suitable for this unique country… A suitable system which needs to be uniquely Australian.
Republicans still try to define an executive model for a president as seemingly the sole path to a republic… Whereas Canberra’s Con-Con agenda’s literature suggested models A, B and C for Australia’s republic.

Sadly the founding of our nation was overlooked… Australia’s federation and its six colonies which established our Commonwealth of Australia were ignored.

Australia’s six disparate colonies formed a union wherein it is unlikely the subject of head-of-state was raised as each had its own head-of-state at the time and that head-of-state they held in-common. 

None of the colonies forfeited its head-of-state and now early in the 21st century with a republic a consideration it is maintained each state has a say, not just in becoming republic, but in provision of the head-of-state…  Fact is, a republic of those colonies is to be founded and it could be said that a… 

States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) 

…republic is Australia’s preconceived republic…

Preconceived by the founders of the Commonwealth of Australia

Yogi. 3 October 2002
.

Since 1901 politics has in some instances overtaken the federation’s principles of Australia’s parliament.

And politicians can be seen to have assumed that which borders on sovereignty…

For both sides of politics have illustrated they are prepared to employ the adoption of a republic for political gain.

Whereas a reigning prime minister is realistically the only person able to proclaim a referendum, STATES affords the machinery for the people of Australia to instigate a move for a referendum on the constitution. 

And a republic is surely the province of the people of a democracy not the prerogative of a sole political-party leader of any persuasion. 
.

See “A Model-B Republic”

“STATES affords Australians vision of the future after a YES vote at referendum... A future almost identical with what exists now in Australia but having a federation-style head-of-state not an executive president along with “A provision allowing ongoing consideration of constitutional change” as per the Communique issued at the conclusion of Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional Convention.”
Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded)
Brief Of Model-B

As per 1998’s Constitutional-Convention-agenda-suggested Model B

Brief of Model-B

of the republic of the

Commonwealth of Australia 

States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Model
Australia’s Current Constitutional Monarchy - In Republic Format

A STATES republic can easily be proposed in an adequately descriptive and binding question and put to referendum before complete detail of a republic is devised...

Even head-of-state selection methods may be devised after a STATES republic is approved.

A STATES republic retains Australia’s status-quo... 

Annuls British monarchy... Bestows sovereignty on Australia’s people... 

Has Australian-born heads-of-state

Head-of-state is provided by Australia’s states in-turn

5-year tenures... Prime minister is sole leader... Prime minister and head-of-state share executive powers... Head-of-state performs codified political duties, is ceremonial in circumstance and protector of the constitution... Each has the power of dismissal.

Republic founded on federation - NOT around a head-of-state

STATES forms a “Company” (monarchy) and appoints a “Managing Director” (Queen) 

CON-CON proposed a “President” (Executive President) 

A STATES republic is permanently subject to improvement via federal and all state parliaments’ agreement and, carrying federal and all state parliaments’ recommendation at referendum, being accepted by the people of Australia... Thus the following...

(1) Title of the “Highest-Office” position (2) Detail of heads-of-state appointment method (3) Title of the head-of-state (4) Powers of dismissal (5) Any other matters
                               ...can be devised in the knowledge that a republic has been approved at referendum, that the detail being devised must be within the guidelines accepted at referendum, it will be put to referendum and must accepted by the people of Australia.

STATES ensures all eligible Australian citizens throughout the world are equal in regard to appointing or becoming Australia’s head-of-state.

Yogi.        5th NOVEMBER, 2001.

Yogi is a 72-y-o 4th gen. Oz-Irish-Catholic individual with no affiliation to political, religious or other/any group

 “A STATES republic is permanently subject to improvement”

With the states constitutionally empowered to in-turn appoint the heads-of-state STATES allows thorough discussion and consensus on the format and all other aspects of the republic the nation adopts...

On the basis of federal and state governments’ recommendation and people’s referendum approval, that format may be altered as required.

Thus the calling of any referendum becomes conditional upon similar circumstance and a current prime minister would not alone have that prerogative.  

Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded)
Con-Con’s Model-B Republic

As per 1998’s Constitutional-Convention-agenda-suggested Model B

Con-Con’s Model-B Republic

Suggested in Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional Conference literature was a “Model B” republic having a head-of-state with

“Some executive power... There is both a Head of State and a leader of the government who share power”.

Also suggested at Con-Con 

Model B of the Constitutional Convention 1998 agenda booklet says

“Head of State has significant powers, as does the leader of the government. eg:France” 

Surely an ideal foundation for our Australian republic

Governance shared between a federation-style head-of-state and a duly elected leader of the country and its parliament. 

A suggestion needing only referendum-agreement by the people that each state in-turn would appoint that head-of-state, before a referendum on a unique-to-the-world and easily understood republic system.

Appointment mechanism, title and all else can be decided later. 

(eg. - All states use the same, or each its own, method of appointment).
Australian STATES Republic
It’s odds-on Australia’s states would approve a States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) republic… Today’s most difficult requirement for constitutional change… Furthering 1901’s federation of Australian colonies by forever involving them in a republic system.

A state-appointed federation-style head-of-state would unlikely gain or have latitude to seek national support to rival the prime minister… Yet would be endowed with sufficient executive power to uphold the constitution and represent Australia on the international scene, be allocated certain codified political responsibilities including performance of ceremonial duties… 

The position of the nation’s created “highest office” would attract due and deserved deference from the people of each state of the nation.

STATES ensures all eligible Australian citizens throughout the world are equal in regard to appointing or becoming Australia’s head-of-state by optional enrolment when adult in an Elect-state-of-choice-register as individuals. 

Therefore when our republic again is topical you are urged to consider and support a federation-style head-of-state not Con-Con’s executive presidency and for national unity recognise our states as the backbone of Australia’s republic… 

Thus ensuring continuance of our stable and successful system of government (almost) as Australians know it… A STATES’ republic is Australia’s logical republic.

Yogi B. Marriott.                                                                                                                                 Yogi.
STATES requires each state to provide the head-of-state for a five-year period out of every thirty years.

Thus individuals and states of Australia become directly involved for that period in whatever manner they approve at referendum… And support our other states’ appointment during the interim.

STATES is founded squarely on Australia’s federation of states and incorporates Westminster’s parliamentary system.

Thus is produced a head-of-state from the source that made Australian federation possible… And a prime minister from those who were empowered by way of election to control the nation through federal parliament… 

True separation of appointment… No-one instrumentality or person is given sole power over the nation.

See “A Model-B Republic”

Given a STATES republic any form of republic and revision of that republic is possible provided federal and all state parliaments recommend change to the people of Australia and the people of the states approve that change at referendum. 

Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded)
Corowa Revisited 

Were today Sir Henry Parkes and his fellow founding fathers considering converting Australia into a republic each would still consider-first his state. 

A republic would be born through furtherance of their federation concept. 

Well pleased in their original devising they would make just one amendment - Replacing their in-common British sovereign with a federation style head-of-state to similarly service their six disparate states now progressing under a centralised parliamentary system.

They would know national consensus in a head-of-state was of utmost concern... They would fully appreciate that politics is for politicians.

Thus mindful of history ancient and modern they would make no sole instrumentality or individual supreme but would insist upon constitutional equality between their states: That each state had equal voice regarding the initial and most important question of all... The appointment of the republic’s head-of-state.

They would view separation of legislative and executive appointment as of equal importance to separation of legislative, executive and judicial power.

As equals they would agree each state participated equally in the provision of the heads-of-state... Thus retaining equality between the states... And most importantly unity across Australia.

They would structure a republic with a people’s head-of-state issuing in-turn from each state of the federation... A prime minister coming from amongst the elected politicians… And a constitution sharing executive and other powers between those two. 

Also they would recognise that a STATES republic proffers these principles and aspirations.

                            Yogi 12-April-2001
STATES is a republic model which defines a republic... The position of head-of-state to be filled by an individual to be appointed.

The appointment method is another matter.

1999’s referendum model (and those at the 1998 Constitutional Convention) was defined by the manner in which a head-of-state was to be selected...  Ergo...  A  president model.

As a young lad in the 1930s my grandmothers introduced me to the spirit of Australia: Federation… Which then consumed the nation...          And to Sir Henry Parkes.

Always when passing by road or rail Sir Henry’s family’s burial plot, on the Lower Blue Mountains approached from Sydney, Sir Henry’s story was told.

 Always was mentioned the importance of federation… Always was the background unbounded loyalty to Australia and the King.

Throughout my life Sir Henry’s burial site has been similarly acknowledged by me and numerous times and again I have visited his plot.

Sir Henry died not long before federation but the terms of federation which included the institution of the senate as the house of the states illustrated his and federation’s founders thinking and beliefs. 

It is undoubted they considered each of their colonies as important to the success and security of the nation as any other and, had they been founding a republic, would have formed a STATES-type republic.

 Canberra was founded to house the agreed federal government… And it can be argued sovereignty was/is the premise of the states… But there is no argument it is the people of the states who will provide the sovereign approval for a republic.

A States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) republic is such a republic.

Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded) Yogi.
Some Letters-to-Ed
(4 Short Letters)
1..........

A decision to become republic should not nullify the constitutional requirement of

“in a majority of the states”

 by 

“a majority of the electors”
from applying to the on-going appointment of heads-of-state 
or to any future change to the Constitution of Australia

When again Australia addresses the question of becoming republic it should be appreciated the initial constitutional changes needed are…

FIRST… Constitutional change from a constitutional monarchy: To a republic…

How should an Australian republic be structured?
SECOND... Constitutional change from the inherent right of the Queen: To appointment by Australia of a head-of-state

How should a head-of-state be chosen?
The second is implicitly the means-to-the-end.

Given at referendum a question with even slight ambiguity the integrity of the second (the selection method) might be subjugated by a desire for the first (a republic). 

Such an outcome could have states surrendering constitutional equality to turn republic… Or be seen as constitutional change gained by way of stealth.

And 1999’s republic referendum question was therein suspect indeed

Thus any future republic referendum model should feature a constitutionally compliant heads-of-state selection method… A method which gives all states constitutional equality in the heads-of-state selection process.

Australia’s “Outlying States” may otherwise be relegated to sub-branch status of a republic Australia… And thereafter as poor relations be subjected to the distant process of heads-of-state drawn from Australia’s population a-plenty “Golden Triangle”.
Constitutionally “Outlying States” now have equality in constitutional matters… Such as selecting heads-of-state for a future republic Australia… Let’s keep it that way.

                      Yogi. 14th April 2001
2..........

OZMINSTER

A majority of Australians considers Britain’s monarchy has become redundant as our head-of-state.

Calls for popular election of a “president”, a “leader”, a “sovereign”, even a “sovereign leader” as an Australian head-of-state of a presidential republic are persistent… Essentially to rid Australia of the monarchy.

But a president means the introduction of a presidential regime which will rid Australia also of the Westminster system of parliament… A system Australia must never forsake. 

Thus we should remove only the monarchy… And to keep the system let’s deem our six states as “royal” houses of Australia and for each in-turn, on a five-year, sequential, contiguous and repetitive basis, to “inherit the throne” and provide an Australian-born citizen as head-of-state.

With a required “majority of the States” “a majority of the electors voting” certain at referendum a STATES republic will ensure continuing unity around and across Australia.

A republic of the Commonwealth of Australia… A republic derived from our Westminster days… Our head-of-state as executive replacing the monarchy and with relevant shared authority. 

Our prime minister, as sole elected leader, with relevant shared authority… Our unique-to-the-world republic… A totally Australian-made republic… A STATES republic.

                                         Yogi 30 July , 2001. 
3..........

Like A Pendulum Do
Without doubt or discord Australians want to rid Australia of British monarchy.

We otherwise call it becoming a republic.

But do we want a republic like any of those in Europe, Africa, South America, North America, Asia or any of the multifarious nations of the world?

Republics… Having presidents ubiquitous appointed by direct election or otherwise… Individuals as sole leaders who all too often visit upon their people profound adversity.

Do we actually want a republic… Or do we simply want to get rid of the monarchy?

The monarchy.!!  Then let’s leave it out… Let’s replace it… Let’s redefine the circumstance… Let’s allocate that role to an Australian born citizen.

Let’s have our six disparate colonies-cum-states that formed this nation each in-turn provide a federation-style head-of-state for set periods of 5 years on a repetitive cycle.

It’s a republic as never before

But it will work because federation says it will

Our Commonwealth of Australia with a federation-style head-of-state and a prime minister as leader who share executive governorship… A STATES republic of Australia.

England swings with a Queen and a prime minister…

Swing also will Australia with a STATES republic derived from Westminster days… 

While cult republics of the world struggle using various lesser systems.

                                                                                                                                                                            Yogi. 9.5.2001.
4..........
Con-Con Con

Sydney Tivoli vaudeville during WWII saw Mosy, at a blackboard with chalk-in-hand, plaintively pleading with Tosy “Why is it that when I print F you see K ?”
At Old Parliament House vaudeville during Con-Con 1998 it was asked “Which republic model should be put to the voters to consider against the current system of government?”
One vaudevillian immediately demanded “The president must be elected by two-thirds of a joint sitting of parliament”.
A second vehemently protested “The president must be elected by direct popular election”.
After which Con-Con’s vaudevillians spent two intense but fruitless weeks debating how to elect that president.

Following that Australians-all suffered 86-weeks of endless public debate about how to elect a president.

Were he still here Mosy might ask “Why is it that when I say Republic Model you vaudevillians conjure a President?” 

Now euphemistically republicans urge us to vote for an Australian head-of-state… Yet Con-Con republicans conjured a president… And a “yes” vote in November will produce that conjured president.

Australians must vote NO, FOR NOT GOOD ENOUGH, in November and pursue the Australian head-of-state (not leader or president but a federation-style head-of-state) provided by a States’ Head-of-State Selection (STATES) model republic which says.
Let’s take the current system of governmental structure in Australia and, in turning our nation into a watertight republic, change nothing except that the states take agreed, gazetted and sequential turns to elect a head-of-state for contiguous five-year-periods.
And Bingo… Suddenly Con-Con’s question of 1998 is addressed, absorbed, understood and answered.

Were he still now here Mosy might well say… “A Republic Model Tosy… NOT a Model for a President… A REPUBLIC  MODEL… U  C”. 

                                   Yogi.     16 Oct 1999

A STATES republic is virtually a STATUS QUO republic
A Brief __ Writer’s Profile __ Yogi Marriott
STATES is promoted by this 72-year-old-governance-contented writer because no-one can guarantee continuation of the present system. 

Born in the living quarters of a shop on what was known as Scotsman’s Hill (for it overlooked the winning post of Sydney’s Canterbury race course) and christened in Bankstown’s Catholic church as Edward Bruce Marriott before, at six-weeks of age, being taken to live in Linsley Street, Cobar, NSW.

Called Bruce (but never-ever known as Edward) until, somewhere in the late 1950s or early 1960s, when the use of Yogi by personal friends and close family began: My youngest-of-four sons (1961) claims not knowing me other than as Yogi.

Now personally recognised and legally registered as Yogi Bruce Marriott.
No attempt has been made to write, detail or present this republic model on the internet in academic, legal or IT manner for the writer is an average Australian, if there exists such an individual, and is not qualified in any such regard. 

But STATES is entirely the work and responsibility of this fourth-generation Australian born in late-July 1931 to an Irish-Catholic mother and a Church-of-England father (Ellen & Jim/Granny & Pop).   

Resident in Cobar NSW till 1940 while attending the Sisters of Mercy convent until WWII saw my 37-y-o dad evacuated from Greece on HMAS Perth.

And my mum to move us to Sydney for me to spend short periods at St. Mary’s Basilica, Sydney; Marist Brothers, Bondi; Patrician Brothers, Waterloo and eventually, (sometime before my grandma tipped me Skipton to win the Cup) the remaining war years and my schooling to the intermediate certificate, the Christian Brothers Commercial College in Burwood, Sydney.

That C.B.C. Burwood class-of-1946 produced many kids who contributed to Australia in various careers.

Based upon accountancy, mechanical engineering and building mine was an entrepreneurial lifetime living at Croydon & Concord (Sydney), South & West Hobart (Tas) and Old Bar (NSW)… 2003 sees me now an age pensioner back in Hobart and happily resident at a residential village in Claremont… 

Recently a brand-new computer system was bought to engage in this STATES endeavour… Basically jumping from 3.11 to XP… An experience…

An embryonic STATES was in mind when television coverage of Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional Convention was avidly viewed in the lounge-room at Old Bar… To my amazement that Australia’s states and federation were not mentioned as republic material.   

“NO” was of course the only way for me (and many thousands of others) to vote in November 1999 and disaffection was felt when soon thereafter Royalists claimed my vote had been in their favour… 

My “NO” vote was caused by the republicans’ failure to provide any sort of model at Con-Con’s Convention. 
Yet, while an appreciator of our monarchical system and being entirely happy if it was to continue, there is no doubt a republic is the way of the future… 

It is steadfastly believed many voters experienced the same feeling… And bear the same view…

1999’s referendum identified three groups of Australians - Radicals, Republicans and Royalists: 

Many “NO” voters, Realists, were erroneously claimed by Royalists to have supported the monarchy. 

Realists supported our Westminster system: A system which is emulated to a great degree by STATES… And STATES is a logical republic. 

Polls since 1999 show some 10% of Australians favour retention of the monarchy and therefore Royalists, “it ain’t broke/don’t fix it” people and the like are urged to consider a republic such as STATES…

Of course continue to support the monarchy… But consider as urgent the need of acceptable alternate… For the next referendum will bring a republic.

*******************************

And since this was written “it” has been “broke” and does need “fixin” – So, if a Royalist,  make STATES your second choice... 

 Disaster for Australia in this writer’s opinion is a contested head-of-state… Be that head-of-state a President, Governor-General or whatever… 

For a political contest would become an unavoidable reality… And no country in the world with such or a similar system has a trouble-free political existence.

Great Britain, the source of the Westminster system, is stable by any standard with the Crown and a prime minister…

Australia must not reject Westminster and can improve on that successful system with heads-of-state appointed in-turn by the states. 

STATES… a system of the people… by the people… has something for each and every Australian…  

​​To The Reader,

Should you perceive value in STATES or have interest in a republic for Australia you are asked to suggest this web-site to your family, friends, acquaintances and workmates… etc.

Should you have an ability, motivation or whatever means to promote STATES in any way you are entreated so to do.

For if our Constitutional Monarchy is to be disenfranchised to become republic we should ensure an acceptable/alternate system is defined so as Australians know where Australia is headed.

No political party, movement, organisation or individual has had involvement in the conception, preparation or presentation of STATES and this writer, who wants only that Australians throughout the nation should learn of this suggested republic, has no hope of promoting it further.     Yogi 

Yogi Marriott – republic.australia@bigpond.com
Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded)
Inquiry into an Australian Republic

Submission to the Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee (2003)

Inquiry into an Australian Republic

Dated 11/1/2004

 Republic Australia

INTRODUCES & PROPOSES

States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Republic Model

“States” is a model of a republic for Australia _ NOT a model for a head-of-state

“States” is Australia’s Current Constitutional Monarchy _ In Republic Format

An Australian (STATES) Republic
STATES is a republic model akin to Con-Con-1998’s “Model B - Some Executive Power” agenda-suggestion (being shared power).  

STATES adopts Australia’s 1901 federation as incorporating its six founding states in a united and “indissoluble” sovereign nation.

Being equals at federation Australia’s founding states are equals as its heads-of-state source. 

Thereafter, at set five-year periods, sequentially and endlessly the states are required to provide, in-turn, a consummate and apolitical head-of-state for the Republic of the Commonwealth. 

Current parliamentary and Westminster systems are unchanged as governance upwards-only, from the prime minister, is affected.

A seamless change is thereby made to a secure republic which encourages improvement to its system on an ongoing basis. 

Given referendum acceptance of STATES, as a republic model, determination of all other matters (such as how the head-of-state is to be (s)elected) is made under different circumstances from those where head-of-state selection is pivotal… And much easier as such devising is done after referendum acceptance of a republic.

STATES favours no particular selection method: But rather sees different methods as better-suiting Australia’s markedly different states: All thus-far suggested methods can possibly be used on a states’ basis: Such use of various methods will improve the system of the republic: Yet an in-common method may be decided upon.

Head-of-state is strictly apolitical and assumes all relative and  appropriate duties _ From reserve powers to ceremonial duties.  

States are defined geographically _ States’-people demographically. ie. 
States’-people who mingle throughout Australia and the world.
Moving Towards An Australian Republic
Civil war or revolution is no way for Australia to become republic: Nor is one minority (Radical-Republicans) having more say than another minority (Riveted-Royalists) whilst the large silent majority of unrepresented middle-Australia (Realists) is completely ignored? 

  1998’s Constitutional Convention was a positive move towards a republic in that it called for any number of models to be presented with the best to be put to referendum against the current system.

However its “Model B” republic agenda-suggestion (not unlike the already conceived STATES) was totally ignored. 

Con-Con failed as nobody proposed a republic model: For-or-against-monarchy was the actual issue: Australians were polarised and many thousands disenfranchised: There was no way one could vote for a republic for fear of forfeiting Westminster. 

Yet Con-Con’s unmet aim to compare various models remains the most logical method of selecting a model… Given models for a republic (not categories) are submitted for comparison.   

Moving to a republic from one of the safest systems of the world is a gigantic step… A step which STATES allows to be made by first replacing only the head-of-state source and enabling an Australian as head-of-state… Minimum alteration… Yet allowing improvement to that republic as, when and if required.

STATES provides Australians with the logical choice… What Oz has and what Oz wants… Not the monarchy… Not an undefined republic… Our current menarchal system in republic format.

Functions and Powers of Head of State 

As per “A Model B Republic”
Being selected by state-head-of-state-selection process so too does the head-of-state hold the “real” job of the reserve powers.”

As per “A Model B Republic”
“Zealously safeguarding the constitution Australia’s head-of-state replaces the monarchy, assumes reserve powers, performs codified parliamentary and other duties including ceremonial affairs. 

A national figurehead the federation-style head-of-state holds a position comparable with Britain’s head-of-state and therefore has little to do with daily administration of the nation.”

As per “A Model B Republic”

“STATES is based upon Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional-Convention suggestion of a head-of-state and a prime minister who share powers… eg. France.”

As per “A Model B Republic”
“Highest-Office” is a statutory posting-say-Advocate of the Commonwealth of Australia.

(or, or also, or perhaps – President of the Commonwealth of Australia)

As per “A Model B Republic”
Model B .... of the .... Constitutional Convention 1998 agenda booklet .... says

“Head of State has significant powers, as does the leader of the government - eg: France”
As per “A Model B Republic”
“Highest-Office” is a statutory position and can carry any title… To Australians its Australian-born incumbent is head-of-state.

As per “A Model B Republic”
Thus heads-of-state selection may be improved but head-of-state source (Elect-State process) remains as per the constitution

As per “A Model B Republic”

Highest-Office” is not a position to be filled with a view to political correctness, appeasement, sporting popularity or the like… Competence is paramount… Method selection groups must be dedicated to ensuring worthiness of qualification criteria for appointment to this important position.

As per “A Model B Republic”
On a set day every 5-years at a regular location some suitably qualified person or the retiring head-of-state shall swear-in the Elect-State’s head-of-state appointee…

As per “A Model B Republic”
#-People and all states’ and federal agencies are to legally acknowledge the Elect-State’s preordained appointee’s authority. 

As per “A Model B Republic”
In a constitutional crisis the states, as the republic’s foundation, and the people, as one sovereign Australian population, automatically provide a nationwide umbrella-of-the-states for the head-of-state no matter which state is the Provider-State… 

As per “A Model B Republic”
Potential rivalry between the federation-style head-of-state and the prime minister is seen as restricted and improbable. 
Method: Selection and Removal of Head of State

 The States & The Head-of-State 
As per “A Model B Republic”
(6) Prime minister/head-of-state have codified powers… They may dismiss each other

As per “A Model B Republic”
STATES allows both the head-of-state and the prime minister to, if need be, each remove the other… STATES to accommodate whatever constitutional requirement necessary in constitutional terms and ratified by general consensus. 

As per “A Model B Republic”
STATES encourages improvement to the head-of-state selection process… With states constitutionally secure as head-of-state-providers, any parliament may propose alteration to its selection method or a national selection method to be put to referendum at an opportune time after endorsement by all parliaments.
As per “A Model B Republic”
STATES provides the path to a logical, secure and understandable Australian republic

As per “A Model B Republic”
Each Elect-State has ultimate say in appointing its head-of-state-in-turn… But that Elect-State is to liaise with a permanent federal parliament department to ensure protocol, procedure and requirement are maintained… And with the Provider-State and Standing-States to maintain the spirit, integrity and betterment of the process.

As per “A Model B Republic”
A STATES Council of States could be convened to provide the ongoing need to have some body manage the selection process for heads-of-state.

As per “A Model B Republic”
Approved at referendum Australia’s states-in-turn appoint its heads-of-state… STATES does not propose specific processes but suggests each state may use its own individual method of head-of-state appointment or all may agree or all may be required to use the same method… This flexibility is seen as a strength in improving the republic _ Not a weakness in converting-cum-devising the system.
Relationship: HoS & Executive_Parliament_Judiciary

Thus STATES creates the commonwealth post of “Highest-Office” as Australia’s quasi royal-cum-presidential shared-executive position.

As per “A Model B Republic”
 “Highest-Office” is a statutory posting suiting the suggested Model-B head-of-state in the Constitutional Convention 1998 agenda’s booklet... “Some executive power... There is both a Head of State and a leader of the government who share power.”.

As per “A Model B Republic”
With shared-executive powers vested in the position of “Highest-Office” Australia’s states provide the incumbents, deemed to be heads-of-state, to administer same… A head-of-state selected to this office by the Provider-State of the nation can never consider himself/herself to be the popularly elected leader of the nation… Nor foster power against that popularly elected prime minister.

As per “A Model B Republic”
With similar-to-the-current constitutional layout STATES provides separation of legislative, executive and judicial power under the constitution… plus… a solid base of nationwide support for the “Highest-Office” and its incumbent-heads-of-state because of states’ individual and joint involvement in the republic, federation, constitution and upper house.

As per “A Model B Republic”
People of the states, as a state, each in-turn provide the head-of-state… People of the nation, via federal government provide the prime minister… Constitutional layout for separation of executive and legislative appointment. 

Thus it is suggested that… Constitutional layout, similar to the separation of legislative, executive and judicial power under the current constitution, exists for executive and legislative appointment under a STATES system and thus “real” balanced governance is evinced.  

As per “A Model B Republic”
Zealously safeguarding the constitution Australia’s head-of-state replaces the monarchy, assumes reserve powers, performs codified parliamentary and other duties including ceremonial affairs. 

A national figurehead the federation-style head-of-state holds a position comparable with Britain’s head-of-state and therefore has little to do with daily administration of the nation.

As per “A Model B Republic”
Shared-executive-positions titles might refer to

President of the Commonwealth of Australia

Prime Minister and Leader of Australia

As per “Brief of Model B”
5-year tenures... Prime minister is sole leader... Prime minister and head-of-state share executive powers... Head-of-state performs codified political duties, is ceremonial in circumstance and protector of the constitution... Each has the power of dismissal.

As per “Some Letters-to-the-Editor”
A republic of the Commonwealth of Australia… A republic derived from our Westminster days… Our head-of-state as executive replacing the monarchy and with relevant shared authority.
Précis

	
	2nd Referendum
	Simply, Australia’s people at a second referendum approve how it shall be accomplished and Australia’s states-in-turn provide an Australian-born citizen as Australia’s head-of-state…
	

	
	Annul monarchy
	A majority of Australians considers Britain’s monarchy has become redundant as our head-of-state…
	

	
	Assistance
	Should you perceive value in STATES or have interest in a republic for Australia you are asked to suggest this web-site to your family, friends, acquaintances and workmates… etc.
	

	
	Categories

	Con-Con’s Communiqué description of “president” models…
	

	
	Cobar / Concord

	Resident in Cobar NSW till 1940… Croydon & Concord (Sydney), South & West Hobart (Tas) and Old Bar (NSW)… 2003 sees me now an age pensioner back in Hobart …
	

	
	Colonies
	Australia’s six disparate colonies formed a union wherein it is unlikely the subject of head-of-state was raised…
	

	
	Corowa 1901

	Were today Sir Henry Parkes and his fellow founding fathers considering converting Australia into a republic each would still consider-first his state.
	

	
	Defines Republic
	STATES is a republic model which defines a republic... The position of head-of-state to be filled by an individual to be appointed.
	

	
	Federation HoS
	“STATES” replaces Australia’s constitutional monarchy with an Australian federation-style head-of-state to be appointed by Australian states-in-turn
	

	
	Federation
	It’s a republic as never before… but it will work because federation says it will…
	

	
	Foundation

	Republic founded on federation - NOT around a head-of-state
	

	
	Highest-Office
	“Highest-Office” is not a position to be filled with a view to…
	

	
	HoS “Umbrella”        
	States provide the people-backbone of that support which is reinforced by the demographically mingled Elect-State people throughout Australia.
	

	
	Improvement
	Given a STATES republic any form of republic and revision of that republic is possible provided federal and all state parliaments recommend change to the people of Australia and the people of the states approve that change at referendum.
	

	
	Letter 1 to ARM

	“ARM’s persistence with a president or HoS and total lack of reference to any system causes me to ask ARM, for the public record ‘Is our Westminster system forfeit within ARM’s pursuit of a republic for Australia’.”
	


	
	Letter 2 to ARM

	“I ask that my republic-model be given consideration and included in ARM’s project “THE PROCESS – What do you think?” as a sure, logical, inclusive and understandable system for a *Republic of Australia.”
	

	
	Outlying States
	Australia’s “Outlying States” may otherwise be relegated to sub-branch status of a republic Australia… And thereafter as poor relations be subjected to the distant process of heads-of-state drawn from Australia’s population a-plenty “Golden Triangle”.
	

	
	Prognosis
	STATES provides the path to a logical, understandable and secure Australian republic…
	

	
	Republic Definition
	To found a watertight Australian republic create the position of “Highest-Office”... Retain the successful parliamentary-status quo system and, using predetermined, gazetted and sequential turns, have states-in-turn appoint Australian-“Highest-Office”-incumbents as heads-of-state for set, contiguous and repetitive 5-year periods.
	

	
	Republic Model

	As per Canberra’s 1998 Constitutional-Convention Communiqué – Con-Con’s Communiqué was edited by Gareth Evans and (a Liberal politician) towards the end of Con-Con.
	

	
	Sharing Power
	“Some executive power... There is both a Head of State and a leader of the government who share power”.
	

	
	Sir Henry Parkes
	As a young lad in the 1930s my grandmothers introduced me to the spirit of Australia: Federation…
	

	
	States by Sense
	ANY Australian-born citizen is eligible to become head-of-state… ALL Australian citizens may in-turn-participate in whatever process is decided to appoint the head-of-state
	

	
	States
	As equals they would agree each state participated equally in the provision of the heads-of-state... Thus retaining equality between the states... And most importantly unity across Australia.
	

	
	Sydney Tivoli
	At Old Parliament House vaudeville during Con-Con 1998 it was asked “Which republic model should be put to the voters to consider against the current system of government?”
	

	
	True Separation

	Thus is produced a head-of-state from the source that made Australian federation possible… And a prime minister from those who were empowered by way of election to control the nation through federal parliament…
	

	
	Westminster

	STATES replaces the monarchy and in its place provides the Head-of-State source for a republic system which uniquely accommodates the Westminster system of government used by Australia since federation.
	


Yogi.

The concept, preparation and this presentation of STATES is entirely the work of Yogi B Marriott

________________________​​________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​______________
Revisited January 2004 (Devised 1998 - Revised as expounded)
Inclusions From Yesteryear - 9 only 
1.
Four State Rites

 (A Letter-To-The-Editor) 
Australia’s states, particularly the four “Outlying States”, must give considerable thought to the republic referendum.

Referendums may change our constitution but this referendum of grave consequence extends to the foundations of federation by suggesting change to the agreement which first structured Australia.

Republicans seek to replace our head-of-state with a national president.

Our six states agreed to federate and, equally, adopted a head-of-state from the “Mother Country” as their constitutional guardian and common denominator for their nation’s quite unequal and different states.

Republicans desire constitutional change for a centralist-government-generated-committee to (s)elect a national president from our combined population. Which lives predominantly within the “Golden Triangle”.

Another republican group wants a president elected by direct popular election: Featuring the same populous “Golden Triangle”.

Either way “Outlying States” lose federation-anointed constitutional equality of state-based decision regarding their heads-of-state. Which will thereafter be determined by “Golden Triangle” people.

And realistically the referendum is about electing a president... Not selecting a republic model. For republicans see no other way to a republic. Yet who specifically wants a president?... or for that matter a Queen?

Particularly as there is possible a republic without president or queen.

Republicans ignored Australia’s almost-republic democratic system... And will effectively fracture its federation... States, as states, are asked for constitutional change which will cause states, as states, to forfeit realistic clout regarding national heads-of-state selection.. Gone with be the common denominator of federated states... 

Yet at head-of-state level Australia will remain a nation of six federated states... While at federal government level; one voting population.

Thus heads-of-state selected by states-in-turn (a STATES republic) provides constitutional guardians at federation level:  Possibly known to the world as president... Who to Australians are actually heads-of-state not subordinate to federal parliament.

Therefore Australians must say NO in November: NO for not good enough. For when the sovereignty of Australia is ultimately taken from the Queen it must not be placed in the hands of Australia’s politicians.

A referendum must be held which first places sovereignty in the hands of Australia’s people who in turn require each Australian state-in-turn to provide Australia’s heads-of-state for 5-year contiguous periods... And at least for now nothing else should be changed.

A STATES republic (a status quo republic) allows all Australians to see confidently forever into the future, easily understanding the structure of their republic and being secure in the knowledge of their sovereignty.

Yogi B. Marriott.                                                         Yogi.  8 OCTOBER 1999
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STATES republic is virtually a STATUS QUO republic
2.

No Light At The End

(A Letter-to-the-Editor)
ARM-Con-Con-republicans were a tunnel-visioned lot who peered down their personal tunnels and claimed to see a republic with an Australian as its Head-of-State... But their tunnels allowed them to see only a president.

Also their tunnels forbad them seeing past that president to a watertight republic... But such is their ardour to rid Australia of the Queen they are ready to destroy the world-renowned system her presence has influenced by recklessly supplanting that great system with the perils of a presidency.

Yet logically Australia has NO need of a nationally (s)elected president.

Sure... Let’s become a republic... But let’s preserve our precious system by basing that republic on the system which germinated with Federation... Let’s base our republic on our States... Let’s create a States’ Head-of-State Selection (STATES) republic where each State nominates our Head-of-State for a 5 years period once in every 30 years... And change little else.

Then let’s ignore tunnels to get and think outside our restricting squares.

Arguably a second referendum should offer this republic to Australians.

Yogi.  7  MARCH  1999 

 Letter-To-The-Editor

Strange how many true-blue dinki-di Aussie patriots think the poem by Dorothea Mackellar known as MY COUNTRY starts with the well known words “I love a sunburnt country”.

Strange also how some English cricket team followers in Australia show support by displaying the Union Jack in a fixed upside-down position.

Through compromise I see Australia’s perfect world as the ARM forsaking its selection process... The ACM surrendering only the Queen... For Australia to gain an Australian Head-of-State via the STATES model while effectively retaining the system it currently enjoys... We could virtually forget a referendum and start our new republic tomorrow.
A quote from page 2 of my...(dated July 1998)
Seven States : One Republic
(Given/When the Northern Territory is afforded Statehood)
“Thereupon a subtle change overcame the Convention and the second question, “which republic model should be put to the voters to consider against the current system of government”, became the taken-for-granted requirement of electing a leader - how should Australia elect a president.

Further it was apparent the method of election of a president dictated the suitable republic-model for Australia: And the fracas which developed between the two-thirds-cum-pro-republican delegates could be termed to be nothing short of a good old-fashioned Labour party caucus brawl.”.

Yogi      7  MARCH  1999
3.

sovereignty

When the sovereignty of Australia is ultimately taken from the Queen it must not be placed in the hands of Australia’s parliament or politicians.

Therefore Australia must say NO to November’s referendum that places the selection of a head-of-state in the hands of a 32 person committee to be then subject to the prime minister’s choice - NO FOR NOT GOOD ENOUGH.

Australia’s people must be enfranchised with the country’s sovereignty and must enjoy involvement with the process of choice of heads-of-state... Which leads many to support the concept of popular-national-election.

However such popular election is a huge step towards dictatorship and, in a country the size of Australia, presents an enormous task to so much as present candidates who are know to Australians nationwide - except of course ex-prime minsters, other politicians, media barons and the like.

A referendum must be held which first places sovereignty in the hands of Australia’s people who in turn elect to require each Australian state-in-turn to provide Australia’s head-of-state for 5-year contiguous periods... And at least for now nothing else should be changed.

Popular election within each of Australia’s-quite-different states is a realistic undertaking to provide the best heads-of-state for Australia... And the people of our states well-know their very best:.. And would elect them.
A STATES republic (a status quo republic) would allow all Australians to see confidently forever into the future while understanding the structure of their republic and being secure in the knowledge of their sovereignty.

Yogi B. Marriott.                                                                                            Yogi.  1 O CTOBER,  1999
 a  STATES  republic is virtually a  STATUS QUO  republic

4.

ARM Wrestling Oz

The ARM is attempting to sell Australia the ubiquitous idea of a nationally selected president under the guise of a republic... For without that president they have no concept of a republic.

With the best system in the world Australia must base its republic on what it already has.

Its Federation... Its States.

We must banish the monarchy and have our states-in-turn nominate our heads-of-state...

Or… Stick with the status quo.

Vote NO in November.                     Yogi.   25 February  1999                      
5.
States of Nation of States

(A Letter-to-the-Editor)
So a referendum is arranged which 4 States must carry for Australia to become a republic and select a president.

However... Have you ever pondered why Australia needs to nationally (s)elect a leader...  A president?.

It is simply because no republican could think of a way for Australia to become a republic other than to first elect a president and build its republic around the position...  Then be like any other republic in the world... And like such an Australian republic will eventually become.
Thus Australia is being offered an already disputed scheme to nationally (s)elect a president packaged as the republic you must have... If any republic will do.

At Canberra’s Con-Con the second question on the agenda “Which republic model should be put to the voters to consider against the current system of government?” caused republicans to immediately begin biting argument about how to elect a national leader... Whom they inventively and spontaneously named president.

None at Con-Con championed the position of the States in our federation as worthy of consideration in the structuring of a republic... Or suggested our Head-of-State be derived from that long existent and strong union.

Yet Australia could tomorrow start a system calling for each State in predetermined turn and repeated sequence to nominate a Head-of-State for 5 out of every 30 years... upon approval of the current-serving prime minister... And Australians would not notice a ripple of political change. 

Indeed we would therein be a better defined and more unwavering republic than most any other in the world... A republic which would outlast any monarchy.

Yes there is a secure and guaranteed way to a republic using a States’ Head-of-State Selection (STATES) model. 

Thus forever our “Outlying States” would play a part in our republic and not be subject to continuous presidential (s)election by the population strong “Golden Triangle”. 

And a deserved equal part in our republic based on the  “Outlying States” being equals in founding our federation.

Yogi.    24 February  1999 
6.

ARM’s Brolly Folly
Our Governors-General to date have all been credible advocates of our Constitution.
 All under the umbrella of the monarchy.

What is to be the umbrella of a nationally (s)elected President without whom (As per ARM modus operandi) a republic cannot be structured ?

The army, federal parliament, the boy scouts ?

Yet Australia’s states could in turn-and-sequence immediately nominate a head-of-state for 5 in every cyclic 30 years.

And Australia would not flinch.

Then Australia would have an unwavering republic such as the world has never seen.

And

Our head-of-state’s umbrella?

The Federation... The States.

Or

Stick with the status quo

Vote NO in November

     Yogi B. Marriott.                                                                                    Yogi.  28 February  1999
7.

Imagine-Land

While the eighth weekend of 1999 brought continuing speculation as to difficulties facing Australia becoming a republic this constitutional-law-illiterate embarked upon fantasy...    And tripped easily to Imagine-Land...

There, free of inhibition of lampoon to imagine on....   and on...   and on...
	Imagine
	The best democracy in world under the auspice of Britain’s monarchy being further strengthened nationally while being easily transformed into a republic under the auspice of the  Australian people and an Australian head-of-state...

	Imagine
	A type of republic to outlast any republic or monarchy

	Imagine 
	That at a single pen stroke nothing changed... bar... that instead of our head-of-state being suggested by our federal government and endorsed by the Queen... our states commenced the sequence of in-turn nominating our head-of-state to be endorsed by our prime minister...

	Imagine
	As if by magic.... republicans realised a strong republic was the main game not disruptive national presidential election... monarchists realised that losing the Queen was preferable to losing the system... and those for popular election being enamoured of that possibility...

	Imagine
	 Australians knowing and understanding what happened... and happy knowing their state’s turn would come around...

	Imagine
	Why such a states endorsed republic would be stronger than any republic in the world.

	Imagine
	Such a republic being created without other issues decided

	Imagine 
	The feeling and knowing of continuing stability - combined with the satisfaction of independence...

	Imagine
	Answer to one question - Do you favour a STATES republic?

	Imagine
	 With the basic question answered - How simplified it would be from the conjecture-free calm of a STATES republic to resolve the remaining problems such as selection method, title, dismissal clause, preamble, recognition, popular election and the like...


Imagine.....                          Yogi.  23 February  1999
8.

Oh... What A State To Be In
(A Letter-To-The-Editor)
Soon we Australians will vote... To adopt a system which will deliver us a second selected leader …OR... To retain the system we know well.

Consider... Republicans were financed and assigned to find a way to a republic and their rabble’s babble at Con-Con saw them failed miserably.

They canvassed the world for a method and considered all manner of trite republican process:.... And then concentrated on the election of a national leader:... Whereas they were asked for a model for a republic.

Not once did they scathe the status quo or show realisation that all they had to do was banish the monarchy from Australia and leave the system.

For to allow monarchists their present system and leave them arguing only to retain the monarchy would have left them defenceless indeed... But republicans think only of eliminating the our non-interfering Queen and replacing her with a national president who doubtless will interfere.

However a republic with a head-of-state nominated-in-turn by our states is available - A States’ Head-of-State Selection (STATES) model - Where each state provides a national head-of-state once within every 30 years: But which was not mentioned at Con-Con; nor elsewhere to date. 

A STATES republic which would come incredibly close to satisfying all.

Through compromise and the STATES method Australia’s perfect world sees the ARM forsaking its selection process... the ACM surrendering only the Queen... and Australia benefiting with an Australian head-of-state when becoming a republic while retaining the system it currently enjoys...

Basically we could then forget a referendum and kick-start our new one-only leader republic tomorrow... For the prime minister, whatever be his politics, must always remain the singular leader of our Australia.

We do not need a second leader.. We do not need a president.. We do not need a Clinton, Amin, Soeharto, Peron, Gadaffi, Lee, Marcos, Yeltsin or.....
Yogi.  February  1999   
9.
Flag - Australian

S

ometime or another, in the early evening darkness of a cloud-free early Winter’s   night, every Australian should stand facing due south in open surround and gaze upwards at Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta and Epsilon.

For to observe Winter’s Southern Cross hovering above our isolated island continent is to know why it appears upon our national flag: To absorb its majesty and ambience at that time is to understand why it has become, and must remain, the dominant feature upon that national flag...

Our Southern Cross, which witnessed the coming of both aborigine and European to this land, is indeed something to behold at that time of year.  

Our Southern Cross which so captivated our forebears they emblazoned it upon the flag of their young nation and for almost a century those who followed have held that flag in great respect, have fought and died for it and have cherished it throughout a multitude of divers circumstances.

And those Australian forebears, who so well recognised that heritage of Australia’s physical position in the universe, appended to their flag the heraldry and history of their backgrounds with the inclusion of the British Jack in its upper-staff canton.

Subsequently, guided by those forebears and based on the parliamentary principals of Westminster, Australia has developed into one of the longest lasting democracies of the world... Indeed so democratic, free and stable it is able to debate and decide its future in regard to becoming a republic.

Thereanent, and should we become a republic, surely we are obligated to preserve the roots of this country, its heritage, heraldry, history, freedom and its democracy by the retention of our current nation flag.

To those who fear other nationals will view Australia as British because of the flag’s Jack..... take the time to repair that ignorance of fact.

To those who fear seeming subservient to the British... stiffen your spine and delight in your great fortune at being independent and Australian.

To those who simply are anti-British..  Remember this nation was based upon British principle and people and is as it is because of that advantage; an advantage it enjoyed above any other colonised country of the world.

To those who came to this magic land..... whilst ever this flag flies over our nation allow yourself to feel consummate in your decision to venture.

And to all true-blue Australians, pro-republican or not.. engender pride in the heritage, heraldry and history of a truly outstanding national flag.

Yogi of Old Bar July  1998     
To Yogi our Oz flag has no equal - A poem says something like “It shows where we’ve been and it shows where we’re going” - Yet it is compelling that when Australia becomes a STATES republic a new flag is required - Thus it is now to be suggested by me that Australia has two national flags - One for the head-of-state to fly over Government House and in other national places and - One for the prime minister to fly over Parliament House and at other domestic instances - Displayed together they could be in a crossed position -  September, 2002

_END_
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