The Secretariat

Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee
Room 51.61

Parliament House

CANBERRA

ACT 2600

Attention:

Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee
Subject: Ingquiry inte an Australian Republic

Rather than become bogged down in the specifics of a preferred model for the future
Republic, which [ expect many of your submissions will attempt to do, { intend to
limit my submission to the process of the establishment.

[ have great confidence in the ability of the ordinary Australian to select an
appropriate form of Republic, providing they are given the opportunity to become
informed about the various models.

1 therefore propose:

1. A range of adult education agencies. and other appropriate bodies, are
resourced to conduct a series of study circles to examine the various models
being proposed for a Republic. This would, T believe, help to ensure a nucleus
of well-informed citizens who can contribute to more informal debates in
pubs, workplaces and the letters pages of the newspapers and talkback radio.

2. The Australian Republican Movement be funded to develop a kit for use by
the above study circles, based upon the “Six Models’ developed by the ARM.

The ballot paper be designed as follows:

tal

«  First section. a simple guestion along the lines of “Do you wish to see
Australia become a Republic?”

»  Second section, the Republic model options being considered for
Australia. These should be selected by optional preferential vote.
This would ensure that the model with the most overall support would
be selected. First-past-the-post is a hopelessly antiguated system of
voting and could easily result in a ‘lowest common denominator’
choice. Preferential voting would also obviate the need for expensive
run-off ballots.

4. Voting should be compulsory. This is possibly the most important decision
that Australians will make this century.

Overleat, is a copy of an article I had published in the Autumn 2000 edition of *Adult

Learning Australia’. "
Yours faithfully /

- o N o
Bob Holderness-Roddam. v Y
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L ARGUES BOB HOLDERNESS-RODDAM.

is the Republic?

: b Tailoee of the 1999 republic

referendanm has been analysed more
than & weelends footy results. Most of the
so-calted explanations are symptoms of
one lundamental probiem. The process
was Pawed. Pue simply, there was far o
much debate and not enough deliberation.
The differences are as follows,

Debates are the truditonal form of
decision-making. but ave inherently
nstited to ragional discussion. They
encourage parlicipants w ke sides and
argue that their opponeats’ case i {lawed.
Debates frequently generate more el
than light, Their weaknesses may be

summarised as {ollows:

® the seylised form ol debates is counter-
productive. it neither seeks nor serves
10 clarily issues. Instead It entrenches
aititudes and encowrages poity point
scoring and personal abuse.

= participanes are required w preseat
opposing views. Onlookers are simply
passive observers limited 1o clapping,
hissing, imerjections and 80 o,

& there s no st 16 ook middle
pround gr congensus, Creneralisations
and storeotypes are encouraged,
leadivg to polarisanon of the
cOmImUnity.
the outcome i5 win-iose.

w here tends o be 2 thine Hmit on

debates - more haste, less speed.

There is a fay more effective say o
sntirage public pariidipation in perticy
development; deliberation, as exemplified

by the study circle.

Seudy cireles originatad in Scandivavia in
the 190h centny. They have been credited
with ansforming Sweden froma
backward rural ceonomy e the
environmentally and socially conscious
madern country that it s wday. The main
featnres of a sindy circle sre

® the aim of the exercise i o examing all
ihe eptivns and (o achicve & consensus
on the issue, thus generating light
racher than heat.

w an independent faciittor clarifies the
FESUCs,

m ol members partapate; there i 00
passive sudience.

w sl panicipants have an equal status
and are required to respect other
viswpolnts, even if they dont agree.

® possibly, the ourcome will be win-win,

® the process is open-ended, rather than
forced it & rigid tme-frone.

Where o Finin Fere? A serworkof

community-ased stady cireles coutd b

established w:

k develop a range of options, from statis
gue Manmchy W oa range of republic
options. There should be so wmo than
five models on the table, w aved

confugion.




i ® prepare the amguoents {or and

55 against each model. This process
E should be tharough, with
participants playing devils
advocaie where necessary

= offer Australians the options in 2
i referendum. Voting should be

& optional preferential, allowing
electors o tank the options that
they are prepared o aocept,
without [oreing them 1o voe for
aptions with which they cannot

five,

How do we get there from here? The
process must be seen 1o be above the
vested fmerests of political parties and
other interests. Those running the
process must not be pushing, their
own barrow. 1 sipgest that Adult -
{garning Australia be invited (and
fundedi w organise the study circles
Ausiralin-wide. ALA has both the
credibility and the sxpenience o do
the job. »

——

Beb Holderness-Roddan has been an
adult educator singe the savly 18705, He
hers elso sorved over fer years as o loeal
gevermment councillor and on the
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