Furobodalla Republican Forum,

Clo 7/5 Edgewood Place,

Sur{ Beach, NSW 2536. Ph: 02 4471 1443
5" September, 2003.

The Secretariat,
Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee
Room S1.61, Parliament House, Canberra, ACT 2600.

Dear Senators,

SUBMISSION, TOWARDS AN AUSTRALIAN REPUBLIC.

The basis of this Submission is a consideration of the six Models presented by the
Australian Republican Movement for discussion at the Corowa Conference late in 2001
However, in reaching our decision o support in principle, Model 2, our Forum has been
strongly influenced by the belief that

o Direct election would undoubtedly politicise the selection of a Head of State and
may deter the most suitable Australians from accepting nomination.

e Citizens should have the opportunity to nominate a candidate of their choice, for
consideration by an appointed/elected national Committee or Assembly.

e Our clected representatives, in a joint sitting of the Senate and House of
Representatives, should, by a two thirds majority, elect the Head of State from a
short list drawn op by the above Committee or Assembly. Removal, when
necessary, would be by a simple majority vote of the House of Representatives.

o A plebiscite, not a referendum, should firstly be held to gauge the public
sentiment regarding support for an Australian Head of State. Such a plebiscite
could consider also whether (a), the Head of State be titled Governor General or
President, and (b), the nation continue to be known as the Commonwealth of
Australia or the Republic of Australia.

e Between a plebiscite and any referendum there needs to be sufficient time for
wide discussion and consultation on models to be put to the people.

The Summary of the essential elements of Model 2 1s attached.
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Copy to: John Warhurst




Model 2 continued

viodel 2 — Summary

People

People nominate candidates for President,

Nominations Committee
All nominations published.

Committee produces short list of 7 from the
candidales nominated by the peopie.

Prime Minister

Prime Minister must choose one name
from the short list.

Parliament
Name chosen by Prime Minister.

Must receive support of two-thirds of £
Fedleral Parliament.

This means Qpposition's support is reguired.
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President
Hve-year term, :
Powers same as Governor-General's

Can only be dismissed by vole of the
House of Representatives.

Gmodels for an Australian Repubic Fhe Austrofion Repulificon Moversent
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People nominate, Parliament appoints the President

Comments

i1 this model we nave used the same provisions as were
set out in the 1999 proposal except that the dismissal
mechanism has been altered to provide that a President

may rmlu b removed h\r means of an Drd:p::nr recnil rfion
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of the House of Representstives. The 1999 proposal
ervisaged the Prime Minister having the power 10 sack
the President at any time.

in addition,ihe Prime WMinster 1s obfiged, in s revision,
{o nominate for President a person who s on the short
fist of the Nommations Cornmittee estabiished by
Parfiament. As was the case in the 1999 proposal, the
Nominations Committee would be appointed by
Pariament and would be required (o reflect the cultur:

and geographic diversity of Austratia.
Eligibility
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Commonwealth Parliament, provided that he or she is not
a member of the Commonweaith Parliament or a State or

Territory Parliament at the time of nomination.

Nomination
Nominations for the Presidency would be accompanied
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be presented to a Nominations Committee, established by

sarbioment Wihie the dets siig of the Mominations
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Committee is not to be set out in the Constitution {as it

V’\HH UHUUUUL‘C‘JP{ Llidl RjC WILH C)ﬂpi‘!lLl l\.C}, Wi }JlUyU:)C
that the legislation establishing the Committee should
provide that all nominations received shouid be made
nublic. The shortlist should have not less than three and
no more than seven rames.

Eiection

Brime Minister must choose 3 name from the shortlist

and seek ratification by a two-thirds vote of a Jomt
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the Leader of the Opposition.
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Tenure
Five year term of office

e of Bepresentatives

By an ordinary resolution of the Hous

Reserve Powers
Same as the Governor General

Every citizen has the chance to nominate 3
candidate for president and every
nomination s eonsidered and made pobiic

Best chance of obiaining an independent,

impartial and non-political person as

president because the Prime Minister and

the Leader of the Opposition have to agree
andd netther would acoent 2 candidate

allied with the other side.

Prime Minister loses the power be has now
to sack the Governor-Generst

No need for spending on a presidential
election.

Gur cuireit siabie democrady is preserved,
whereas arn elected President may daim a
mandate over the Prime Minister,

Although this modei is more corsuitative
than the 1899 referendum model, there s
no direct election of the President,

Wiilc i has a fow significant altcrations, i
is essentially the same mode} that was
defeated in 1994,
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