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· The Process

· Step one

At the earliest opportunity, conduct a simple plebiscite of federal electors, the question being along the lines of

“Do you wish Australia to become a Republic with an Australian citizen as head of State?”

It will need to be made clear that a “YES” or a “NO” is all that is required at this stage and that if the result is in the affirmative it will be followed by:

· Step two

Joint Parliamentary Committee details alternative models for the Republic spelling out their advantages and disadvantages

· Step three

A further Plebiscite for the people [1] to select their model for the Republic from those detailed by the Joint Parliamentary Committee; and [2] to select the title for the head of state from, “President” or ” Governor-General”

· Models
The model recommended by the author of this submission is for a President to be appointed by an electoral college called the Presidential Assembly. [This is a modified version of Model 3 of the Australian Republic Movement’s document “6 models for an Australian Republic.]
· The Presidential Assembly would be a non-party political body, consisting of the six State Governors plus 42 popularly elected members. 

· The 42 elected members would be persons nominated by electors of each state on the basis of their community standing. Members of Parliaments, state or federal would be excluded from consideration. 

· Members would be elected proportionally to the state/territory populations [8 each from NSW & Vic, 6 from Qld, 5 each from SA & WA, 4 from Tas].

· The full list of all nominees would be published for public scrutiny before being presented to the Presidential Assembly

· The principal functions of the Presidential Assembly would be 

· to call for public nominations for the Presidency, 

· to vet the legal acceptability of the nominees

· from the acceptable list of candidates to select a President by means of a simple ballot of the members of the Presidential Assembly.

· Nominees for the Presidency would be required to have at least 1000 nominators with not less than 100 being from each state/territory

Other models, not favoured by the author are: 

1. PM selects and appoints; 

2. People nominate, Parliament appoints; 

3. People elect directly from persons nominated with at least 5000 votes and at least 500 from each state/territory; 

4. People elect from a list of not more than 10 candidates prepared by Parliament from nominations received from individuals, state/territory governments and local governments

· Powers & functions of Head of State
· The powers and functions of the President should be codified in the Australian Constitution and include the following:

· With or without ministerial advice the President shall possess the following powers

· To appoint as Prime Minister the person s/he believes most likely to form a government which will have the confidence of the House of Representatives

· To dismiss a Prime Minister who has lost the confidence of the House of Representatives and who fails to resign, unless s/he has secured approval for a dissolution of the House

· To refuse to dissolve the House of Representatives on the advice of a Prime Minister who has lost the confidence of the House or not yet gained it

· May summon a session of Parliament

· If the government is breaching the Constitution or indulging in unlawful acts the President may dissolve the House of Representatives and dismiss the Prime Minister and appoint as Prime Minister a person s/he considers best suited to continue government until a general election is held

· To preside over the Executive Council of Ministers

· These powers shall not be justiciable

· It shall be the President’s duty 

· to represent the people of Australia to themselves

· to represent the people of Australia on ceremonial occasions at home and overseas 

· to receive foreign heads of state, ambassadors and other dignitaries 

· to provide advice to the Prime Minister on the wisdom/propriety of actions or proposed actions of the Government, whether invited to do so or not

· The President shall be the Commander-in-Chief of the Australian armed forces

· The president shall hold office for 5 years And may be appointed for a second term

· The President may be removed from office by a resolution of both Houses of Parliament in the same session on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incompetence.

This model avoids the difficulties that could be experienced in a direct election model in 

1. expecting suitable people to submit themselves to a political style election

2. providing the opportunity of public input to the process of electing the President,  albeit at one remove from the direct election

3. overcoming any suspicion that the Presidential election could be open to political manipulation
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