Honourable Senators,
 

Please find below my submission to the currently held republication issue enquiry. A similar model was submitted by me to the 1996 Constitutional Convention but was unfortunately not debated.
 

The model herein proposed entails setting up an appointed pre-selection committee to short list a number (say 12) publicly nominated (by way of petitions), candidates to the office of Head of State (HS). The twelve most eligible are then submitted to parliament no later than one month before the election for approval and further short-listing. A number (say 3) of the most suitable and acceptable to both sides of the House are then presented to the people of Australia for a final choice by popular election. The candidate with the greatest number of votes becomes HS for a term of 5 years, plus if re-elected, a maximum term of a further 5 years.
 

During the short listing process, all twelve prospective candidates would be required to address a joint sitting of both houses of parliament and be available to answer a number of questions. Personal and professional profiles of the three short listed finalists would be published in the media and their addresses to parliament televised.  

 

The above process would allow the whole of Australia to be involved and have the final say. It would also allow all elected members of parliament to choose who they would, or would not like to see become Head of State. The process would be democratic and could not be construed to be a purely political 'rubber stamp' appointment by the government of the day.
 

The Australian HS would have the same executive powers as any other head of state of a similar western democratic country. The HS would be the Commander-in-Chief of Australia's armed forces and, although not directly involved with the day-to-day running of government, would have the power to give final approval and ascent to any new legislation, judiciary appointments to the High Court of Australia and senior overseas diplomatic posts. Such approval would by convention not be unreasonably withheld. The Head of State would, however, not have the power to unilaterally declare war, or engage Australia in any international armed conflict without the prior majority approval of a joint sitting of both houses of parliament. 
 

Equally, should the HS be found wanting in the performance of duty, or engage in personal conduct unbecoming of the high office, the HS would have to resign the post, if a joint sitting found this to be necessary. 
 

The careful process of selection outlined herein would virtually guarantee that only the most eminent and ethical persons could be elected and that abuse of reserve powers is never likely to become an issue. In a fair and egalitarian society such as Australia, such matters have always been resolved by widely accepted and respected conventions. This proud tradition will no doubt continue to be adhered to. Can, for instance, anyone seriously contemplate that an eminent person of the calibre of  Sir William Dean would ever have misused the powers invested in him in the high office he formerly held?
 

The next step in the process towards a republic is to conduct a plebiscite to see if the majority of Australians actually prefer a republic. (perhaps along the lines of the process outlined above?).
 

No doubt, Prime Ministers, present or future, would not be favourably disposed to the above system as it would weaken their currently enjoyed position of defacto Head of State. However, it is thought that the majority of Australians would welcome a process by which they have a direct input into the selection and appointment of their Head of State. The Australian Head of State would in fact be the champion of the people, elected by the people, for the people. By way of a secretariat, the HS would be fully approachable to address issues of public concern and bring these to the attention of the appropriate government departments. 
 

Please contact the undersigned should further details of this proposal be required,
 

Yours faithfully,
 

Reg Rutten,
Arts/science student
University of New England
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

