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Please accept my personal submission as an individual citizen in relation to your committees terms of reference.

a. In my view the most appropriate and cost effective process of establishing a republic, or alternatively fully and fairly deciding the issue would consist of:

1. A plebiscite held at the mid-point between Federal Elections asking the simple question concerning the issues related to formal establishment of a republic and those retaining the monarchy.

The plebiscite would be endorsed by both the House of Representatives and the Senate, to confirm that the Republic was a workable constitutional alternative, similar to the requirement for the 1999 Referendum.

In part, the purpose would be frame the public debate around the relative merits of the two competing alternatives

2. Following the success of the Plebiscite a joint sitting of Federal Parliament would be convened to as a Constitutional Convention. Decision of a limited number of models to put to referendum might be subject to committees of the Convention which could hold meetings around country and take public and expert submissions, where necessary.

b. The model should presuppose development.

i. The functions and powers would be similar to the Governor-General but their would be a job description.

The President of the Republic should inherit the function of the Governor-General following the precedents set by the most distinguished past office-holders. The President would necessarily be given a job description to establish that as a citizen that person would be have liberty to express their individual views and to the assist the selection of a suitable candidate.

ii. Method of Selection and Removal

1. In my opinion it is sufficient that Parliament select the President with a two-thirds majority. All citizens would if they wish be able to suggest candidates and recommend their preference from a published short list to their divisional member of the House of Reps.

2. During the Parliamentary selection process, candidates would not present themselves could be represented by non-Federal Parliamentary advocates. Parliament would not caucus, but act as a "jury".

3. Removal would be by majority of the House of Representatives, conditional of a general election within a prescribed time.

4. Grounds for dismissal would be in general similar to those for the removal of a High Court Judge but related to the capacity to perform the formal definition of duties of the Office.

iii. The President of the Commonwealth of Australia should have the same relationship to the executive, parliament and judiciary as does the Monarch and her Vice Regal now subject to the Constitution and established conventions.
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