    GREENS (WA) ELECTORAL REFORM PROPOSAL

The Greens (WA.) have been asked by the Gallop Government to develop a position on electoral reform. 

We have put considerable effort, research and party consultation into meeting this request because of its significance for good government and the future of our State. We believe we have come up with a well considered proposal, which has particular merit because it meets the dual objectives of both implementing the principle of one vote one value and protecting regional Western Australia.

Before outlining this proposal we want to emphasise that it is constrained by the political exigencies of current circumstances. It is therefore based on “the possible” for today, and not the “ideal’ position towards which we would seek to work in the longer term.  Our preferred model in accordance with Greens (WA) policy and platform seeks to achieve the following principles;  participatory democracy, vote equity and regional representation.

The Greens (WA) ideal model is:

1) Removal of State government altogether to be replaced with suitably resourced regional and local levels of government with boundaries which, wherever possible, reflect bioregions.

2) Proportional Representation in the Legislative Assembly.

          OUR PROPOSAL FOR ELECTORAL REFORM IN 2001
Legislative Assembly

The Greens (WA) endorse the application of the principle of one vote one value for the Legislative Assembly.

We believe this should be applied with an allowable variance of 10% .

This one vote one value model will increase the number of metropolitan seats in the Assembly from 34 to 41, out of the total of 57.

The Legislative Assembly is the people’s house under the Westminster system. It should therefore give all people equal rights, wherever they live.

To assist in the practical problems that will arise for the representation of the extremely large size seats in the north and east of the State we recommend the use of a mechanism similar to that used in Queensland. 

We propose that where an electorate is at least 100,000 square kilometres in area, it will be treated as having additional electors in accordance with the following formula

                           (area of electorate in square kilometres)

                                                      100

This extra weighting will apply in six Assembly Districts. They are Kimberley, Pilbara, Gascoyne, Kalgoorlie and Roe. In only one of those five seats covering the Gascoyne is the required adjustment significant. 

This weighting differs from that in Queensland, which divides the area by 50. We propose a lesser adjustment to be appropriate in this State because WA is twice the size of Queensland.*

Legislative Council
The upper house should reflect a regional perspective.

We propose a 6x6 model. It is based on six regions, as currently, with boundary adjustments where necessary to reflect the changes to Assembly districts ~ with six representatives each.

That is to say that it is similar to the status quo in the current upper house but with the important difference that it more clearly entrenches the principle of regionalism as the basis of representation in the Legislative Council. This is because each region is equal in representation, irrespective of its population numbers.

Clearly Western Australia has one of the most centralised populations anywhere in the world. Three quarters of its entire population live in just one urban area although the State covers one third of a continent. This regional perspective will help protect the voice of regional  West Australians, to balance the dominance of the metropolitan region in the Assembly. We think this is fair to all. 

We also believe that the familiarity of people in the regions with their country and conditions will better inform the decisions of executive government through the Parliament. 

Benefits of this Legislative Council model.

· It means the Legislative Council will even more clearly follow the Senate model as it has equal representation regardless of numbers (12 per State in the Senate, 6 per Region in the Legislative Council) 

· Providing a different basis of representation for each House in our Parliament makes our bicameral system of two chambers more meaningful.

· It does not make the current malapportionment any greater because there will still be the same balance of country v city members.(now17+17, then 18+18) 

· It means that although one vote one value will determine the executive government, all Regions of the State will have influence in the Parliament. 

*If the Queensland level of weighting were to adopted in W.A., one seat would have more “dummy” voters than real ones. 

· It is a move towards the green principle of bio-regionalism. .

· It could have adequate support from other parties to make the issue of the Presidents vote irrelevant to the achievement of electoral reform.

· The model will provide for a continuing role for minor parties in the Legislative Council

Disadvantages

· It will create two new Council seats

· South West and North Metro will both give up a representative to their respective neighbours

Additional components of the package:

* A REVIEW

An inquiry into ways to improve access to parliamentary representatives and, more generally, methods of facilitating greater participation in the democratic process. This should also consider ways to improve levels of enrolment to include all eligible voters. This review should be carried out by a taskforce or Select Committee which would travel around the State to take evidence and report back within six months. (Terms of Reference to be developed in detail prior to an agreement).

* IMMEDIATE IMPROVEMENTS

Communication, administrative and staffing facilities for remote and large electoral districts should be enhanced to include the following immediate improvements:

a) Free telephone service to contact Members of Parliament

b) Additional electorate offices and/or staff in appropriate districts/regions.

c) Staff to receive suitable allowances for travel with or on behalf of Members.

d) Appointment of ‘agents’ to act as contact points for the members

e) Free teleconferences using Telecentres and

f) Electronic networking centres to be established where necessary.

* YOUTH VOTE - The introduction of optional franchise for 16 to 18 year olds.

