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boats with children on board as well as the percentage of children onboard those boats has increased. It is
a clear indication that the asylum seekers have elected to take children (and women} after TPV
legislation because of the legislations’ restrictions.

Pre-TPV Post-TPV
1995-1999 November 1999 December-2001
No.of boats 57 100
passengers 1902 passengers 7728 passengers
No. of boat with children 26 83
-

Frequency of

boat with children
Percentage of children
Among passengers

2. Legal and Constitutional inconsistencies of “TAMPA legislations”

So far, NetIPR has found no group or person(s) plainly stating that the “TAMPA Legislation” has specific
legal or constitutional problem. However, given the extent to which the legislation is contravening
various international human rights treaties that Australia has signed (as presented by the Human Rights
Committee /. Refugee Policy: is there a way out of the mess ?, Racial Respect Seminar 2] February 2002
and Amnesty International Australia [Submission (25) to the Senate Select Committee on Certain
Maritime Incident] ) the conclusion can be drawn that legal and constitutional challenges against the
“TAMPA Legislation” is inevitable in the future. The “TAMPA Legislation” obviously denied natural
Justice and procedural fairness to the asylum seekers. It is as a matter of time community and legal
groups, through judiciary, will seck to challenge and overturn the legislation.
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