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Dear Sir/Madam,

The Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee is holding an inquiry.in’cc
legal aid and access Yo justice. During the inguiry, the Committee has received
subrmissions from providers of Indigenous legal aid services, including Kathering
Regional Aboriginal Legal Aid Service, Wiminga Baiya Abariginal Women's Legal
Centre, and the Aboriginal Legal Rights Movement. The Committee is interested to
find out more about the standard and level of legal services in Indigenous

communities.

The Committee would appreciate your fesdback on the following questians, plus any
other matters you would fike to raise.

1. Are you satisfied with the availabjlity of lawyers in your community? if not,
why? How do you think services could be improved? UES

2. Are you satisfied with the quality of legal advice and representation
provided by legal services in your community? if not, why? KNS

3. Does your community have access to legal advice by telephone? Is this

service used? Isftuseful?  WAES. QERA  priicyy -

4. Do ynJ think the lawyers who aitend your community have sufficient
awareness of relevant cultural matters, or would more fraining assist? Can

you give examples? e \@___._am-g Semay s =
BRSO

5. Do circuit courts {(magistrates or higher level courts) visit your commurify
on a regular basis? How often does this happen? Do people have access

to lawyers before the magistrate or judge visits, or o ly on the same day? ,

6. If a person Is held in custody awditing a court appeararnce, what length of  SefGwe e
time will that person generally need to wait until court?
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7. Are interpreiers needed in your community to assist people whose .ﬁrst
language Is not English? Are interpreters used during () consutiations
with lawyers and () court appearances? How jrequently does this

happen? Should there be mare interpreters? is more fraining needed?

P )

B. A:E: lawyers availabie tokavs-%ist inWﬂ your community? 1S

legal advice and/or legal representation available in non-criminal matters,
such as family law or civil cases? Is there a need for mors legal advice
and representation in non-criminal matters?

No waSlsre A e Ve ~
g. Where family violence has occurred, do all parties havamegas

advice and representation, or is that only provided for the person who is
charged with an offence? Are there sufficient services for the person who

has been assaulted?

WES -

Thank you very much for your assistance. Your response by 3™ February 2004
would be appreciated. If you have any querigs please contact the Commiltee

secretariat on (02) 6277 3560 or legeon.sen @aph.qov.au -

Yours faithfully

e

Senator The Hon. Nick Bolkus
Chair
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