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A similar argument could be
— mounted about the removal of th iali
Commissioners. There is the potential for specific f Tng s spec1a11s§

foci are preserved. Each de

mechanism to prevent any one of them being neglected because of focus on other issues.

The.cu?rent system of specialized Commissioners seems like an appropriate way of
achieving this. "If the system ain't broke why change it?" The provision requiring the
Attorney General's approval before seeking to intervene in court proceedings makes a
locKkery OI the notlon Or the separation or powers, which I see to be a fundamental

vinciple of our Westminster system of Government. This provision threatens the
’ommission's independence as well as its potential to defend human

ights effectively. The proposed change would mean that the

ittorney-General would be the gatekeeper of this function even in cases where the
government is a party to the litigation and in circumstances where they oppose tpe '
Commission's submissions. This is absolutely inappropriate. At present, the Commission
may only intervene with the permission of the relevant Court. In 35 such interventions
to date, leave to appear has been granted in every case indicating that the
Commission's use of the power has been appropriate. I would therefore suggest that

this particular provision be deleted from the Bill.
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make changes to accommodate the issues I have raised
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