Richard Hanson 

PO Box 61 

Camperdown 

NSW 1450 

Dear Sirs/Madames, 

I would like to register with you my concerns regarding the proposed changes to 

the Human Rights and Equal Opportunities Commission (HREOC) which were recently 

introduced into the House of Representatives. 

Australia's human right's record is hardly clean given our past treatment of 

Aboriginal people, women, migrants, refugees and most recently persons who do 

not identify as heterosexual (queers). It would therefore stand to reason that 

our representative government, be not only making reparations to this by having 

clear and open attempts to ensure each australian's basic rights, but also to 

be seen to be doing this, by both Australians and the international community. 

The government's planned attacks on HREOC would be regressive to such an 

agenda. 

I would particularly like to cite the MS Tampa incident, and like to point out 

that we have not forgotten that the Australian government lied to the 

community. It would seem that this regressive agenda against HREOC would 

further exacerbate the fact that many Australians do not feel able to trust 

their government,with their attacks on independent organisations such as HREOC. 

THe future of Human Rights in this country is also hazy in its outlook. Does 

not the governments attempts to stifle marraige of post-operative transgendered 

people demonstrate this? Given the fact that some parts of the world are 

allowing same-sex marraige, does not the Australian society need a proper and 

independent human rights organisation, far out of the reach of the Attorney 

General, a politician who has a political stance, in this case anti-minority as 

has been demonstrated time and time again by the Howard government? 

The minorities, the oppressed, the people of non-white or english speaking 

backgrounds, the women, the workers, the queers, the disabled, the non- Christians and non protestants, all added up represent the majority of this 

country. They deserve an effective voice which the minority of the country, who 

happens to wield all the power, the white, male, protestant and rich, is trying 

to take away from them. 

Sincerely, 

Richard Hanson 

