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24 April 200

The Senate Committee,
Australian Human Rights Commissions Legislative Bill 2003

Submission to the Committee considerinq the proposed chanqes in leqislation.

I write on behalf of Transgender Victoria (TGV) to record our concern over the
proposed change to the way in which the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity
Commission performs its functions.

We have worked closely with the HREOC in the pursuit of equality for all, particularly
those who identify as transgendered and deeply concerned that the proposed changes
could well limit the independence and effectiveness of the Commission in the future.

We urge the Senate Committee to challenge vigorously the stated reasons for the
proposed changes to the legislation as we suggest that it is really a form of censorship
of the activities of the Commission to avoid it examining aspects that the Government
does not want aired and reviewed in public. We feel strongly that the HREOC has in
fact helped restore some much needed confidence in the area of human rights in
Australia and provides a balance against a potential swing away from human rights and
equal opportunity for all, by the Government of the day.

We look forvvard to learning of the deliberations of the Committee and hopefully its
rejection of the direction of the changes proposed by the Government.

Yours sincerE~ly

Brenda ApplE~ton
Co-convenor, TransGender Victoria




