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31 July 2001

The Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee

Suite S1.108

Parliament House

CANBERRA  ACT  2600

Dear Secretary

ANTaR NT Submission to Senate Inquiry into Mandatory Sentencing Bill

Please find attached a submission from Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation NT (ANTaR NT).

The national organisation ANTaR was established in 1997 to support the rights of Indigenous Australians.  We aim to promote moral and legal recognition of these rights through avenues such as self-determination, land rights, and social justice.  We believe these are essential means by which to create a just and fair society for all Australians.

In the NT, ANTaR has a strong and active membership of many hundreds of Territorians.  In recent years, the ever-increasing threats to Indigenous people's rights in the public and private arena has greatly concerned our members.  We see mandatory sentencing as a model illustration of these threats in the Northern Territory.  It is in this climate that we provide our submission.

We fully support the Provisions of the Human Rights (Mandatory Sentencing for Property Offences) Bill as it aims to overturn the current NT mandatory sentencing law.  It also impresses on all Australian Governments the need to seek alternative means to prevent crime and deal with offenders rather than the discriminatory and draconian mandatory sentencing regime.  Our submission provides reasons as to why we find mandatory sentencing abhorrent.  We also explain concerns over the current NT Government's apparent lack of recognition of Indigenous people's rights, of which mandatory sentencing is a principle facet.

In light of Australians' growing enlightenment over Reconciliation with the first nations, we feel this Bill is essential in particular to support the rights of Indigenous people and is a commendable example of Reconciliation.

Yours sincerely

Caroline Cavanagh

NT Local Co-ordinator
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