I would like to make a submission to the Inquiry.  My submission consists of a series of questions relating to my legal standing under the Federal Constitution and the extent to which the NT legislation on Mandatory Sentencing contravene s or impedes my overall status as a citizen as set down in the Federal Constitution. 

Ÿ  I am concerned that the now century old debate about State and Federal rights which took place when the Federal Constitution was being drafted, and the continuing  tussle between the two levels of government, might have contributed to the  Federal Government's failure to challenge the Mandatory Sentencing Legislation.  I am particularly concerned as the drafting of the Mandatory Sentencing legislation took place within the political context of the Northern Territory's thrust  for Statehood.  From recollection, both major political parties actively discouraged Federal "interference"  in response to the legislation, particularly when the boy hanged himself in custody, as they did not wish to be perceived as being under the influence/power of Canberra.  Yet we are not a state  with all the concomitant  safeguards for its citizens but remain a Federal Territory.  

Ÿ Question:  to what extent has the Federal Government, in not acting to overturn this legislation,  failed to protect our status as citizens under the provisions of the Federal Constitution? 

Ÿ  The Northern Territory Self Government Act (1978) empowers the Governor General, (within 6 months of the Administrator's assent to the law) to disallow the law or part of it or to send it back with suggested amendments.  

Ÿ Question: Is there anything in this  legislation which, under the Federal Constitution, would justify the Governor General disallowing the legislation or part thereof.?

Ÿ Question: On what basis can the Administrator or  Governor General disallow a law or  to suggest  amendments?

Ÿ  Question: Do  we, as citizens have any entitlement to appeal to the  Administrator  or Governor General  or  to make representations to either party, especially in the absence of an effective opposition?   

Ÿ I am  legally a citizen of Australia who happens to live in the Northern Territory.  Question: To  what extent is the Federal Government acting to ensure that I am afforded the same rights as other citizens, regardless of my domicile?    Which legislation has precedence, Federal or Territory?  

Ÿ I understand that Australia is a signatory to relevant  international  treaties protecting human rights,  and that the current NT legislation on Mandatory Sentencing contravenes those treaties.  Our Chief Minister and Attorney General Denis Burke, is on record as being dismissive of those international treaties.  Question:   Is our Chief Minister, entitled under the NT Self Government Act 1978 or the Federal Constitution, to ignore or override laws to which the Federal Government is a signatory?

I formally request that I be invited to present this submission in person to the Inquiry.

Yours sincerely,

Pamela Alexandra Trotman

15 Porter Street 

LUDMILLA 0820

PH: 08 89815050

email: pamelat@telstra.easymail.com.au   

