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The Prison Reform Group of WA (Inc), hereafter referred to as PRGWA, is a group of individuals who share a common interest in the reform of the current penal system. The group also focuses upon the broader criminal justice field including community based sentences, and alternatives to prison.  

PRGWA membership includes academics, practitioners, chaplains, official visitors and professional workers. 

The group aim is; 

To achieve a more humane, fully serviced, meaningful and accountable prison system than exists at present.

Its objects are;

1. To support and promote the rights of all people held in custody by the state.

2. To promote and encourage appropriate mechanisms for education and rehabilitation of all people held in custody

3. To promote community education in appropriate and constructive responses to crime and punishment.

4. To promote and encourage transparency and accountability within the prison system

5. To promote, encourage and support training and information for a range of prison visitors and workers. 

6. To establish and encourage links with groups and individuals promoting prison reform. 

PRGWA sees as its long term vision programmes that promote research into, and challenges the existing reliance on the current prison regime in WA. 

PRGWA works closely with International and National agencies that promote and provide prison reform through quality evaluation of regular performance indicators that measure both process and outcomes for prisoners.

Among its strategies PRGWA seeks to positively influence criminal and social justice policy, while embracing an accountable reform of prisons.
PRGWA values

Responsible citizenship

Mutual respect

Opportunities for further growth and development of individuals

Safe and inclusive communities 

PRGWA remains vigilant of any move that has an impact of more people being sent to prison as punishment. 

Furthermore PRGWA believes that the court system ought to be actively encouraging such efforts that are more likely to enhance community safety than a ‘blind justice’ approach. Examples here include the use of community conferencing panels such as found in Timaru NZ, or the sentencing circles of central Canada. New Zealand has reduced prisoner numbers through the use of a reintegrative shaming, and moralizing by local communities. A $NZ 5 million research programme is currently underway to further trial this approach to serious crime. 

PRGWA supports the notion of further judicial discretion rather than the limitations established by executive.

Proportionality has been a focus of the sentencing system to ensure a balance in sentencing. PRGWA argues that this needs to be maintained for each criminal activity.

PRGWA is gravely concerned at the over representation of marginalized persons who are currently captured by Mandatory Sentencing, and the likelihood of this proportion increasing at an alarming rate. 

PRGWA suggests that mandatory sentencing contains within it the threat of driving up prison numbers, leading to overcrowded prisons as has occurred in the US.  

PRGWA also strongly suggests that underlying issues of poverty, under-education, lack of meaningful activities, addictions, substance abuse, homelessness and hunger have not been tackled with the same amount of energy and speed as the application of strict rules of incarceration. 

Adequate funding of community based rehabilitation is a must. PRGWA is mindful that prison based rehabilitation programmes are less likely to foster community spirit and encourage positive citizenship than programmes offered and supported within the local community.

PRGWA  is also mindful that within a Restorative Justice process, Victims are more likely to be less punitive than the State in finding alternative sentencing options. From research in Perth WA, Victims are more satisfied with the outcomes following a Restorative and Transformative approach, than through the current legal framework. Many Victims seek to understand more about the lifestyle of the offender, and the underlying issues that brought the person to the present situation. Most of the Victims participating in the research feel that prison will be of little use to the offender, and call for reparation and community based rehabilitation.

Victims of crime want to feel safe and secure. PRGWA believes that this is more likely to occur through long term rehabilitation rather than quick fix punitive responses.

PRGWA suggests that prison most often builds further resentment from prisoners towards the broader community and fails to address the factors that remain in the community upon the prisoner’s release. 

To isolate, institutionalize, brutalise, and further marginalize a person only encourages feeling of anger and frustration. PRGWA believes that prisons have failed the community, the offended as well as the offender. More prisoners will not make for a safe community. 

PRGWA believes that by ignoring individual factors Mandatory Sentencing has the potential to undermine a lot of good work that is underway in rehabilitating the most difficult people.

PRGWA makes itself available to discuss these statements before a hearing.

Thanking the Committee,

Per PRGWA. 
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