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The Western Australian Network of Alcohol and other Drug Agencies (WANADA) is the peak body for the education, prevention, treatment and support services in Western Australia. WANADA is a non-government, not-for-profit, membership driven organisation with over 70 member agencies that provide a range of services to people affected by alcohol and other drugs from throughout Western Australia. 

The Western Australian Substance Users Association (WASUA) is the State peer-based drug user organisation in WA, representing the interests of people who use drugs illicitly.  WASUA  operates on a community development and harm reduction service delivery model.  People who use drugs illicitly are represented at all levels of the organisation, from management to members.

The Community Legal Centres Association of WA is the peak organisation representing the 31 community legal centres (CLCs) operating in Western Australia.  CLCAWA is committed to the principles of human rights, social justice and equity, including the rights of West Australians to equity in access to legal services.

Collectively, in representing the view of consumers, community legal service providers, and the majority of alcohol and other drug service providers concerned for the welfare of their clients in Western Australia, WANADA, WASUA and CLCAWA are opposed to the proposed Bill to amend the Disabilities Discrimination Act 1992 to exclude people addicted to illicit drugs. 

A key concern from a consumer and service provider perspective is the increased barriers for people accessing services, treatment and support that would be created through such an amendment. Far from encouraging people to take responsibilities for their actions there is anecdotal and research evidence to indicate that homelessness, poverty and stigma are key barriers, and these factors would undoubtedly be exacerbated by the proposed amendments. Family members, including the dependent children of drug users, would also necessarily be impacted by these factors.

Anti-discrimination legalisation must cover all individuals equally to fulfil its purpose and comply with our international human rights obligations. However this Bill seeks to make an individual’s protection under the DDA conditional on whether or not they are seeking treatment, and on whether or not they are addicted to an illicit or licit substance. Our organisations are opposed to the Government’s intention to withhold the protections of anti-discrimination legislation from drug users. 

While there are always broader community concerns about drug use and the resultant behaviour of drug users, the community relies on Government leadership to be informed by evidence based practice, human rights and compassion in order to prevent any moral panic. The proposed Bill does not demonstrate such leadership.
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WANADA member agencies

55 Central Inc, Acacia Prison Drug & Alcohol Department, Alcohol Advisory Council (ACC), Australian Mental Health Consumer Network (AMHCN), B-Attitudes Inc, Broadening Horizons, Cambridge Private Hospital, Chesterfield House (Anglicare), Cyrenian House, Derbarl Yerrigan Health Service, Drug & Alcohol Withdrawal Network, Drug-Arm,), East Perth Population Health Unit (EPPHU), Goldfields CDST, Great Southern CDST, Harry Hunter’s Rehabilitation Centre, Hepatitis Council of WA, Holyoake Institute, Injury Control Council of WA (ICCWA), Joint Services Development Unit (JSDU), Joondalup Youth Support Services-Drug Education and Support Services (JYSS), Kimberley CDST, Mental Illness Fellowship of WA, Mercy Mainline, Midwest CDST, Mission Australia,  National Drug Research Institute - Curtin University (NDRI), Next Step Drug & Alcohol Services, Noongar Alcohol and Substance Abuse Service (NASAS), North East Regional Youth Council, North Metropolitan CDST, Northeast Metropolitan CDST, Outcare, Palmerston Association, Palmerston Farm, Perth CDST, Perth Naltrexone Clinic, Perth Women's Centre, Pilbara CDST, Prospect Lodge, Ruah Inreach, Salvation Army Bridge House, Serenity Lodge, Sexual Health Programme (Health Dept of WA), South Metropolitan CDST, Southeast Metropolitan CDST, Southwest CDST, St Bartholomew’s House, St Patrick's Community Support Centre, Subiaco Counselling & Psychotherapy Centre, Substance - Drug Information and Counselling Service, Swan Emergency Drug Education Program (SEA), Teen Challenge, Thamkrabok Foundation, The Ruah Centre, WA AIDS Council, WA Association for Mental Health (WAAMH), WA Substance Users’ Association (WASUA), Wanslea Family Services, Wesley Hearth, Wheatbelt CDST, Women’s Health Care House, Women’s Refuge Group, Youth Affairs Council of WA (YACWA), Youth Involvement Council, Youth Legal Service, Youthlink, Zonta House Refuge

CLCAWA member agencies

Albany Community Legal Centre; Armadale Information & Referral Service; Bunbury Community Legal Service; CASE for Refugees; Citizen’s Advice Bureau Legal Service; Community Legal & Advocacy Centre; Consumer Credit Legal Service (WA) Inc; Deaths in Custody Watch Committee (WA) Inc; Employment Law Centre of WA (Inc); Environmental Defender’s Office (WA) Inc; Geraldton Family Advocacy Service - Yamatji Family Violence Protection Unit; Geraldton Resource Centre; Goldfields Community Legal Centre; Gosnells Community Legal Centre (Inc); Human Rights WA; Kimberley Community Legal Services; Mental Health Law Centre WA Inc; Midland Information, Debt & Legal Advice Service (MIDLAS); Multicultural Services Centre of WA (Inc); Northern Suburbs Community Legal Centre; Parkway Legal Advice Centre; Peel Community Legal Services Inc; People With Disabilities; Pilbara Community Legal Service; Rural Community Legal Service; Southern Communities Advocacy Legal & Education Services Inc; Sussex Street Community Law Service Inc; Tenants Advice Service Inc; Welfare Rights & Advocacy Service (WA); Women’s Law Centre of WA; Youth Legal Service.







