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The Secretary,

Senate Seleet Committee on the
Administration of Indigenous Affairs
Parlinment House

Canberra 2680

Dear Sir/Madam,

I wish to make a submission to the Committee’s Inquiry on the Aboriginal and

s Torres Islander Cominission Amendment Bill 2004 and the proposed changes fo the

pelicy on administration of Commonwealth Indigencus Affaivs Policy.

Under International instruments Australia is obliged to protect and respect the
rights of cur Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to allow them Human
rights and sclf -determination , recognising their First Peoples” status and the
consequent rights.

Under these rights the Indigenous people should determine who represents them
locally, regionally, nationally, and internationaily. Under your proposed bill and
administrative arrangements indigenous people will be denied the right to make free
and informed cheices for themselves and their families and communmnities. This will
deny them meaning involvement in decision making that will affect their
communities.

Your government in ifs review stated the need for elected Indigenous representation
at a regional level. Indigenous Australians see the need for a National Indigenous
Representative Body which nnderstands their values and aspirations and is
responsible to Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders. This body should be the
principal source in advising the government on Indigenous Policy and needs to have
contred over the provision of services to Indigenous people. When there is full and
effective Indigenous involvement and appropriate cultural recognition in decision
making results are much better,

Naturally government and mainstream depariments must be publicly accountable
for the prevision of services to Indigenous people and strict guidelines should be set
up te enable the Indigenous people to alse be accountable.

I conclusion I trust that your committee will replace ASTIC will be guided by
consultation with Indigenous people who will be effected and will negotiate to

ensure eomplete endorsement by these stakeholders

Yours sincerely
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Jessie Peart






