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Australia has an obligation 1o respect and protect the right of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples to self-determination, human rights, and
First Peoples’ status and the inherent rights that flow from that siates.
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enjoyment of these righis 13 the abilaty of Indigenous people

 to'determine who represents them locally, regionally | nationally and

mternationally. Indigenous Peoples of Australia alone must have this right,
as well as the consequent rght 1o make free and mformed chowes for
themselves, their famabies and communitics.

The current bill and proposed administrative arrangements will deny these
fundamental nghts. In reducing Indigenous involvement to an appointed
advisory role, the Government will effectively remove the right of
Indigenous people to meaningfu! involvement in decision-making affecting
their lives and communities.
T}wss:changesarealmmmmﬁw(}memmemS own maew ofATSEC
which endorsed the need for elected Indigenous representat

control at a regional level

+ New Indzgmous representative structure
¥ Indigenous Australians have endorsed the need for s National Indigenous

_consent. The Committee’s mmﬁ should gmmda stromg endorsement

Representative Body which reflects their values and aspirations, and which
is open, transparent and accouniable to Aboriginal and Torres Stast
Islender people.
This body should bave primary roles in representation and advocacy, be the
principal source of Indigenous policy advice 1o government, and have controf
over ﬁw provision of En&gmsmﬁc SEIVICES.

determine their own affairs have also

y be eritical faciors in mmgmwmg the well-boing of Indigenons
¥ ' Mwmamsrgmﬁﬂamiybeﬁﬂwmthﬁemfuﬂm
effective Indigenous involvement in decision-making, strong Indigenous
organisations and governance, and appropriate cultural recognition within
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous instifutions.

Mainstreamning and accourntabnlity

The wholesale return to mainstream-focused service delivesy will be a
baclkoward step to a failed paternalistic approach. Mainstream service
delivery does have an important role, however, this must be on the basis of
being responsive to Indigenous community and cultural needs.
Governments, mainsiream depariments and agencics munst be publicly
accountable for the provision of services to Indigenous people and such
accountability should include rigorous monitoring frameworks and the ability
for Indigenous people to exercise such accountability.

Indigencus consutation and consent

Finally, any replacement for ATSIC must be determined in consuliation and
negotiation with Indigenous stakeholders, and on the basis of their mfmm«@zi .
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