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AUSTRALIA 2020 SUMMIT

NAME FOR PUBLICATION: STRIDER
CONTRIBUTION NUMBER THREE
CRITICAL AREA 6

TITLE: NATIONAL SHAME

1: Tn 1946 Australians amended the Constitution to create a welfare state. One aspect
of this was provision for the payment of Unemployment Benefits.

It was clearly understood that access to Social Security payments in time of need was
to be a right not a privilege.

So, the people instructed the government to make social security payments. The
people did not tell the government that it would be alright to pay them at an
inadequate rate.

2: There can be no excuse for paying these benefits at an in-adequate rate.
The consequences of paying at a rate below the poverty line inciude:

» encouraging people to have more children in the hope that they will provide
support in old age

» psychological depression, despair, anger and suffering.

s The diseases of poverty and inadequate health care.

»  Major reductions in the productivity of people on social security.

An inadequate rate of payment is a false economy, and a crime against humanity.
And; it is not authorised by our Constitation.

3: The disastrous situation in Aboriginal Australia in the Northern Territory today is
primarily a consequence of the inadequate rate of payments under the Sccial Security

Act.

If we only knew it similar levels of illness and dysfunction are to be found in all
people living on Social Security in Australia today.

Talk of some strange “illness” called “Welfare Dependency” as a sort of an
institutionalised moral defect is absolute nonsense; and fascist propaganda. It is an
insult to the intelligence.




AUSTRALIA 2020 SUMMIT
NAME FOR PUBLICATION: STRIDER

CONTRIBUTION NUMBER THREE (CONT.)

If you can’t depend on the Social Security system, what can you depend on? What is
wrong with depending on it?

The only thing that is bad about depending on it is the fact that the rate of payment is
inadequate. That is where the evil resides, and that is the aspect of the matter that
requires corrective action.

4: An end to this obscene (government created) poverty is urgently required.
a) as a'matier of justice
b) as a public health measure
¢) asakey item in population policy
d) as a key item in our productivity agenda

5: In some quarters Social Security payments are called “sit-down money”. This fact
is widely misunderstood, and misrepresented.

It 1s not that people are being paid to sit down and be unproductive.

The point of the story is that when you have so little money you can only ‘sit-down’,
and become dejected and un-productive,

{ends]
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NAME FOR PUBLICATION: STRIDER
CONTRIBUTION NUMBER SIX

FOR CRITICAL AREA 4

TITLE: “THE FIRE MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST”

I: Human beings are the only organism that can make and manage fire in the
landscape.

All of the other organisms in the biosphere depend absolutely on us for this essential
ecosystem service.

This is the most distinctive feature of human beings. We are the fire management
specialists.

There is no way that we can evade our responsibility in this matter.

If you are a human being this is the true meaning of life. Our highest cuitural ambition
should be to play our fire management role well.

2: Jf we suppose for a moment that only one item can lie at the heart of a culture, then
we should centre ours on the fire management task. T would qualify that by including
an over-riding concern to respect human rights and dignity so that we do not have to
worry about being conscripted by Centrelink to work at fire management camp 35 on
the Arnhem Highway or anything like that.

3: So - how are we going with the fire management task today? I will not talk about
southern and eastern Australia (for lack of knowledge) but T will talk about central
and northern Australia.

Fires that run too far, too frequently, and (in many cases are toc hot) are causing a
genuine eco-catastrophe (and galloping desertification) in central and northern
Australia.

%am.e,
The +erm “industrial fire” that we use has been so over-done that the oceans can no

Jonger absorb all the Carbon Dioxide produced and the planetary climate is changing. .

The report card is not good. It is about as bad as it can be.

4: There has been a lot of talk recently about industrial infrastructure in Austraiia. I
think that the emphasis is misplaced. What we desperately need is the infrastructure
for caring for the country. This is what has been neglected for too Iong.
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The most important infrastructure need in central and northern Australia is people on
the land 1o provide the fire management service {o the ecosystenn.

That need can provide a basic rationale for a minimum human population size and a
population distribution pattern. I suggest that we embrace that opportunity as stage
one of a new form of pioneering.

5: Pioneering should be act of searching for and occupying a harmonious and
constructive role (or ecological niche) in the ecosystem. This is what the concept of
Ecologically Sustainable Development is all about. The very first stage in
development in the vast areas of central and northern Australia must be settlement to

obtain control over fire.

Ini the first place this must mean generous support 1o the outstation movement in
Aboriginal Australia.

fends]
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