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I herewlth present my submission to the Senate Finamce and Publie
Administration Committee re the Senate ipouiry inte the administration
of the Replonal Parinershive and Sustainsble Weglons Programme.

Beoause of the enormity of the subject matter I have included two folders
contaiping moterial relative to my commenis. The pages referred to in
my submission are clearly marksed for easier amccess,

I wish it to be known that st no time have I applied for nor considered
applying for funding from the Sustalnable Regione Programme for Atherton
Tablelands Regions. Also, T would emphasise that T am meking no inferences
of impropriety or wrongdoing by any person or persons. If thet does
exiat, it is, of course, for the Senate Committee to determime from other
subwlesions Or SOUrces..

Tegentially, my concerns focus om:

1) Laek of liason WitH the taxpaying public

2} The copducting of 'due diligence!

%) The Pinmacle Report - Stage 2 Final Report
L} BSome contradictions in funding approvals

1} The publie has only become aware of grant avprovals {some) when they
have heenm announced in the loeal newspapers. This has caused considerable
anger in the communlity with many taxpayers guestioning the wisdom of
some of the funding alloecations. and what they believe to be 2 waste of
their tax dollars on projects that ultimately will sobt benefit them,
the public in any slignificant way. Many members of the publie feel
alienated and isolated in that there appears no avenue to protest or
abject to ATSRAC decisions.

I beliewe that, while the processes mey be in accordsnce with funding
guidelines, there should be (if grants are to be continued to be made
to private enterprise), a system introduced similar to a compulsory
"Public Notice' imposed by Local Governments and other governments.
That is, before the Iinal step of approval for funding, the applicant
should indicate his/her purpose for application with comprehensive
detall of the proposed project. 4 period of one month should be
allowed for the public to .make comment,., Such a forum would sase publie
disquiet and also ecircumvent the necessity of consultants conducting
Tdue diligence'.
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Sompe of the projscts funded to date have included Taccommodationt.

A letter from the OFflce of the Deputy Prime Minister (Book 1 - @@g@ﬁ)
spells cut funding criterla for projects with percelved local
compellition '... uniess it can be shown thot there is an unsatisfled
demand for the product/service or the product/service can be provided
in a new or different way.' Accommodation is 'a place to dwell? anmd

I personally believe that no matter how it is presented or ‘dresssed up®
it 8till prowvides the same basic service. And, who is to say that a
proposal for ap up-market resort or sismilar accommodation project
will not, during the 'off~-peak’® tourist sesson, reduce its taopdiff

to a level which mekes 1t compeiitive with existing businesses?

I am an accommodation vrovider in Atherton and at no time have I

aver beem consulied in the process of Ydue diilpence'. My enterpriss
s & major accommodsation prowvider on the Tablalands particularly in
the Atherton Shire. Also, the Ausiralian Burean of Statisties demands
compulaory, quarterly statistics from my business under the suthority
of the Census and Statistics fAct of 190%, Becsuse statistics are not
required from every provider (only hotels/motels/serviced apartments
with 1% or more uniis) I presume the AB3 considers my contributionm o
tourism accommodation to be of some relevance. The same can not be
sald re the consultants gonduciing ‘due diligence'.

The Pinnacle Heport - Stage 2 Final Revort - commissioned by ATIRAC
for $150,008 was revealed in the *Tablelander' om 27-07-0hL. (Boock 1 -
page V). The core proposal was to establish the '"Calrns Highlands
Business Centre’ to include (amongst other festures) a four star
{minimum) hotel, conference centre, tourism operators offices, coflfee,
caterding and souvenirs - similar fagilities of which are slready in
gooad suwpply ineluding a 44 star hotel that has already received
F8500,000.,00 of ATSRAC funding for s L star business conference centre,
2 550 ssat fupctiom room and 10xhk star hotel rooms.

Hecause 'no entity has submitted an application for funding to ATIRAC
for items listed in the report' {ref: letter from the O0ffice of the
Deputy Prime Minister - Book 1 - page 6) due diligence was nol necessary.
However, this development, 17 adopted, would have an unmitipgating impact
on existing buslpeszs, Once again, there was no comsultation with this
establishment yet, it seems, Tourism Tropical North GQueensland and
Tropical Tableland Tourlsw were gonsulied and sre noted in the list

of "Industry Acknowledgewentst! in the Pinnscle Report., (Book 1 -

page 1h). It is not mandatory for businesses to belong to an indusiry
group or organisation svech as TING or TTT, yet it aprvears they were

the oply tourdism orlentated entities to have contributed to the Report.
I wish to make 1% c¢lear that neither of these orgenisetions have any
awthordty fto speak on behslf of, or represent my private enterprise
establishment.

Book 1 - page 10, shows that economlic achtivity generated by
tourism in the region in 2002 was $65M., HNote that this was 'reported
Is thls an adequate way to present staiistics in a $150,000.00 report?
Book 1 = page 10 section V.2.5. explaine the aspects or anowolies of
Lourdsm statistics. One could be left with the conclusion that at best,
they are elusive. { Informatiom on the ABS collection of data on
tourist accommodation is included in Book 2 - pages 26, 27, 28, 29
and 30.0 :
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Industry Acknowledpemepts { Book 1 - pages 15 & 16} imcludes some
sntities that have received ATSRAC funding. This does mot infer anything
wntoward, bubt 1 would have thought that in the interests of ethical
protocols, any recipient of funding should be ineligible from giving

aor partakimg in any sdvisory gapacity relating to ATSRAC funding.

See also, Fookl - page 13, Are there others?

There was brief public reference to the Pinnacle Feport after fts
release, On 10-08-0L the '"Teablelander’ reporied that Wareeba Shire
Council f*rejected® the Heport, suggesting it 'should be shredded’.
In the Reportts defence, the {then) Chalrman of ATSRAG stated "he
thought the proposal wes hipghly likely to be exbremely successful's
In another report in the same paper on the same day (10/08~04) the
Chairman claimed that the proposal ocutlined in the Pinmacle Heport
would not have the core complex as called for in the Heport and the
proposal had already been rvenamed the Fableland Development Bureau.
A11 this in & matter of days and pages! {Bookl - pages § 7 9).

#hile it could be sald that the Report bhordered on the favcical, there
are some really serious aspects of ils release and contents. TDeemed
by many to be telitistY, it stands condemmed by its damning remarks
sbout the people of the Tablelands. (Booki - pages 17 & 18}

Tt needs to be remenbersd that the Tableland community is still

reeling after the demise of its rural sector - it has lost its

heart and its historiec security - caused by a government that, im
return, believes the $18M it has tossed at the Teblelands as a "placebo’
is fgenerous® and those who dare to criticise or guestion sre *ill-
spirited. (Book £ - page 19)

To the best of my knowledge, with the exception of Mareeba Shire,

no other shire coumcil Has made publie comment on the Plnmaele Report.
Nor has it been revesled whether ATSRAC has adopted the Report im
whole or in part or abandoned the proposal altogethers.

Tn the meantime, ewmisting businesses are left to ponder 1 they will
or will not face government funded competition. Also, it may csuse
those businesses to hesitate on decisions to expand or lmprove thelr
own enterprises. The marketable and mortgage value of exisiing
businesses might alse be devalued as prospective buyers hesitate to
invest 1y those husinesses.

There have heen some decipions by ATSRAC that are eurious in thelr
contradictions. As mentioned:(the Pinnacle Report) does any member
copcede that, if the Report was adopted, there would be o conflict
of competition betwsen two funded projects? The Athertom Hotel
recently applied for a2 geming house licence. The Atherton Shire
Mavor, a member of ATSRAC, was quoted in the 'Tablelandex’ of
21m1om0hy, YAt (poker machines) not only incressed the soelal problems
bt ALSO AFFECTED THE VIABRILITY OF STMILAR VENUES ALREADY QPFRATING',
{Rook? ~ page 32%.

$180,00.00 was allocated to a caravan park at Talkamin. A short drive
north to Mareehs or south to Atheriem, one can find free caravan
parking on council land, The Mayors of these shires are members of
ATSRAC wel thelr own Councils create ratepayer funded compebtition.
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In summary, it would appear that the $18M of tfaxpayers' money has beew
sllvecated In a fragmented way, slighting those who believe their hﬁ&iﬁ,ﬁﬁﬂu
gould be disadventaged by funding grente of THUEIR MONEY to their competitors.

ATSRAC does have a woral responsibility to account mors openly to the publiec
Tfor its decisions and plans rather than create (by its behaviour) the

Lllueion of being an ezclusive club of paty ondsing, pHilanthronle benefactors..
‘deemingt they know what is in the best interests for a badly hurting
communi bty

ATSRAT could have done no better than foresee the Atherton Tableiand as

& region for aged-eare and retirement., An area of compatible climate
variations to sult everyome. A& portion of the $18M could have been alloeated
to promote the region as a place to wisit with a desire to returnm to live.

A place for developers to invest in retirement villages. Aged-care is a
rapidly rising industry and alone, creates sound and sustainable enployment
with flow-on demands Tor mmhm@lﬂﬁ hospitals, health professionals, commercial
enterprises etc. ete, resuliting in jobs, jobs and more jobs. The remainder

of the funding could have contributed to the upgrading of existing aa@ﬁ care
foeilities to prepare for a prospercus imdustry in the future. What a

shame the opportunity was wasted.
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