D J MCKINLEY
P OBOX 1476
MAREEBA 4380
MOBILE: 0407966322
H: 4093 4202

11 MARCH 2005

COMMITTEE SECRETARY

SENATE FINANCE AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE

DEPARTMENT OF THE SENATE

PARLIAMENT HOUSE

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Sir

SUBMISSION — SENATE COMMITTEE INQUIRY

REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM

SELECTED REGION: ATHERTON TABLELANDS QLD.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA: MAREEBA

LOCAL COMMUNITY: DIMBULAH Q

SURBJECT OF ASSESSMENT: SUB-STANDARD RETICULATED WATER
SUPPLY

INFRASTRUCTURE REQUIRED: GRANT ESTIMATE TO CONSTRUCT

MINIMUM AUSTRALIAN STANDARD RETICULATED WATER SYSTEM —

$2.5MILLION

REASON AND HISTORY FOR SUBMISSION REQUEST-

With the announcement by Federal Government authorities in 2001/2002 that the
tobacco industry in the Mareeba/Dimbulah irrigation area was to be abolished created
huge social and economic hardships for the existing farmers and the communities of
Mareeba and Dimbulah.

The tobacco industry of Mareeba/Dimbulah Irrigation area created a very strong
economic climate for all in the district that ultimately had flow on to all retail outlets
and employment.

The Australian Federal Government for some 30/40 years had a massive windfall in
hillions of excise tax on all tobacco products produced in this region and particularly
Dimbulah, being the central community hub of the northem tobacco industry.

It is still very obvious today in 2005 that there are only two areas that the Federal
Government provided funding of any significant quantity in the Mareeba/Dimbulah
tobacco growing arca and these are:-
e 510 million to construct Tinaroo Dam back in 1952
o The bitumen main road from Dimbulah to the tobacco sales floors
in Mareeba. Constructed in the late 1950°s
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With the sudden closure of the tobacco industry by the present Federal Government
has created huge physiological and economic hardships of communities such as
Dimbulah.

RE-BUILDING THESE COMMUNITIES

Back in 2001/2002 the Australian Federal Government realised that rural regional
areas across Australia were going through difficult and challenging times which no
doubt were and still are causing extreme hardships for these communities.

I was involved in the initial workshops set up by the Sustainable Regions Committee
for the Marecba/Dimbulah areas. The meeting was attended by Federal/State and
Local Government officials and a large cross section of the community.

Ome of the main infrastructure issues raised in this forum was the sub-standard
reticulated water system in Dimbulah and that if this community was to move forward
the system must be improved.

FOCUS FOR THE FUTURE

If the community of Dimbulah is to focus on the future then it must be provided with
the very basic infrastructure of an efficient/adequate water supply that will allow the
existing community to function fully as a town should and thus existing residents wiil
not migrate to the large metropolitan areas simply because the water infrastructure is
madequate for their needs.

The climate in Dimbulah is pristine and being only 1.5 hours drive from Cairns the
notential for future housing and retirement development strategies is enormous but it
wiil not happen without the very basic infrastructure of an efficient reticulated water
supply that has the potential and capacity to meet the strategic development
opportunities | have mentioned.

OBLIGATION OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO DIMBULAH
COMMUNITY

For the past 30/40 years Federal Governments of all denominations have utilised the
Dimbulah Tobacco growing area as a major revenue base to collect tobacco tax in the
multl bitlions of dollars.

Through no fault of their own the community of Dimbulah has had their tobacco
industry shut down and consequently their major revenue base removed with no real
prospect of a sustainable primary industry to replace it for some time to come. 1f the
Federal Government is promoting assistance to communities such as Dimbulah to
assist in developing infrastructure and industries through the Sustainable Regions
Program then this submission for basic community infrastructure of “A MODERN
RELIABLE RETICULATED WATER SUPPLY” would surely have to score very
high on a priority list against existing approved projects.

s A2 Milk - $12million

»  Mareeba Wild Animal Park - $500,000
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Eden House - $186.000
Atherton Hotel - $500,000
Cloning of Fucalypt trees - $500,600

The community of Dimbulah has received no infrastructure support from the Federal
Government in the way of substantial grants since the early 1950°s. They are now
pleading with the Federal Government to return a small portion of the billions
collected in tobacco excise to fund the Design and Construction of a modern water
supply which will allow them to live normal lives and to focus on the future
development of Dimbulah and its surrounding district.

Is this not a reasonable request from a community that has contributed so much in
monetary terms directly to the Federal Government?

RISKS AND INADEQUACIES ASSOCIATED WITH EXISTING
RETICULATED WATER SUPPLY

Senior Fire Service staff has provided reports to local government for the past
25/30 vears outlining inadequacies in-

*  Volume

*  Pressure

= Storage

Attached is a plan of the township of Dimbulah which shows pressure and volume
tests that were taken back in 2000 - the minimum standard required by the Fire
Department is 20 litres per second at 3.5 Bar pressure flow.

As can be seen from the tests on the map, most hydrant points have a 5 litre per
second flow with an average pressure of 1.5 Bar which is totally unacceptable for fire
fighting purposes and has caused major physiological and practical problems for the
local volunteer Fire Service.

With pressures and flows of the magnitude outlined previously it is quite
obvious why every commercial building and private residence in the
community of Dimbulah is having water problems.

The existing pipe work under the ground is also made of asbestos cement or
cast iron which is now some 40750 years old and has deteriorated to such a
stage that to put a new reservoir supply in place with the minimum required
standard of pressure would result in continual pipe failure - thus the
requitement for a new complete reticulated supply.

The local butcher has to transport water from Atherton to process his meat
products as the local water does not meet quality assurance standards — local
water i3 only used to wash out his shop floor.

Washing machines can take up to 3 hours to fill up before the washing cycle
commences.

Giardia is quite common in the town and residents are boiling all water for
drinking purposes.
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s The local police officer has to wait until 9pm to have a bath as there is simply
not enough water to shower before this time, (lives close to outlet of
reservoir).

» School urinals do not flush correctly which create health issues.

¢ Discolouration of water for lengthy periods.

EXISTING ISSUES WITH FUNDING FROM MAREEBA SHIRE COUNCIL

A recent meeting in the Dimbulah Shire Hall clearly indicated that the local
government has not planned sufficiently over the past to provide the necessary funds
to upgrade the Dimbulah reticulated water supply. (See attached {lyer from Mareeba
Shire Counctl).

Even with extreme warnings in reports from Senior Fire Service Officers for the past
20/30 years warning of the consequences in the event of a fire occurring in the main
town proper or a private residence.

e The Mareeba shire Council has put the cost of any upgrade squarely back on
the residents of Dimbulah and they simply cannot afford these costs when
their tobacco industry has been destroyed and they all in the stages of re-
building their lives and livelthoods.

» All proposals Mareeba Shire Council has put forward to improve the existing
reticulated water supply arc short sighted and are only aimed at the immediate
existing population and in no way reflect the strategic view of the majority of
the residents who want to see development occur within the town over the
next 13/20 years.

e Mareeba Shire Council has no plans to upgrade or allow for depreciation of
the SOvear old pipe infrastructure that is in the ground.

SUMMARY

That the Senate Review Committee seriously consider this submission for a grant of
$2.5 Million to provide the basic infrastructure and construction of a modern
“Reticulated Water Supply” for the community of Dimbulah to allow-
e The community to live a normal life
e To develop their community in line with any future migration and
new primary/secondary industries in the Mareeba Shire
* As some small return of the billions of dollars taken by the Federal
Government over the past 30/40 vears in tobacco excise tax
¢ Tocomply with basic ire Safety regulations.

CONCLUSION-

It is really sad to see this struggling community pleading to Governments of all levels
to provide the very basic commaedity of “water” for which most of us all take for
granted. How this community has put up with this sub-standard reticulated water
supply for so long 1s in itself amazing.
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f believe it is time the Federal Government adopted the proverb of “Charity begins at
home” and through this committee to start assisting remote rural communities such as

Dimbulah to provide the very basic commodity of a community “water” by providing
grants to build the necessary infrastructure for efficient reticulated water supply for
sheer sustainability of such communities and also to improve any future prospects of
development.

The community of Dimbulah would welcome the opportunity of a delegation to your
committee hearing in Cairns during the month of April 2003 to further clarify any
issues you may have with this submission.

As the spokesperson for the Dimbulah Reticulated Water Supply Action Group |
would like to take this opportunity to thank the Senate Finance and Admin stration
Committee on behalf of all the residents of Dimbulah for allowing us to submit this
important submission at late notice.

This submission has been prepared and submitted to the Review Committee in the

interest of the wellbeing of the community of Dimbulah.

Y ours singerely
e

Pl -

DIMBULAH RETICULATED WATER SUPPLY ACTION GROUP
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CAirns Post
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Dimbulah due

DIMBLILAH residents have a
compeliing case for a complete
upgrade of their town's water supply.
They point citt that successive
federal governments have used the
district’s tobaceo industry as the basis
tor billions of dollars in tax revenue, yet
residents have trouble taking a decent
shower, mueh less fighling a fire.
Although their staple crop is now
banned, townspeople say they are
ready to rebuild their community's

economy but will have trosble atiracting |

any new industries given the town's
abysmal water supply.

Having mitked this particular cash
cow dry, are governments wi Hing to
send it fo the meatworks, or will they
assist the town in providing a decent
waler supply? it's the minimum of
services Australians expect,
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étéve Gray

Tableland repor%er

DIMEUL Al ms:da:nts say
their: town has’ detivered bil-
liong of dollafs In taxes to the
Federal. Government through
the - now-defunct. tobacco in-
dustry, but their water supply

dangerously deficient.
‘Local volanteer fireman Frank

| Diacovo iltustrated the point yester-

day by holding up a $10.65 packet
of cigaréttes and cxplaining that
iocal tobaccy growers were paid 6c
for growing the tobacco, before the
crop was banmed in 2004, Of the
other 510,59, $6.60 went in taxes to
the Federa] Government.

Yer for all that tax money Mr
Diacove iy tegrified the local
volunteer fire brigade won't have
the water 10 contain, much less
extinguish, a major fire.

A few years ago they walched a
two-storey house burn 16 the ground
and nothing’s improved since.

Dimbulah  residents  said  the

. problem had been plaguing them for
more than 20 years. Currently, the

b prrpaa mrrel cpimeradae et e FoaTee

dirty " and g

Water worrles: Bufcher tan Gannon
and lifelong rasident Joyce Ericson want
a decent water supply in their Tablsland
town, Picture: STEVE GRAY

residents to wait until 9pm for a
shower, while filling a washing
muchine cap take hours, toilets
won't flush pr{)pt:rly and there are
problems rmmning fowr drinking
bubblers at the local school

The water is also dirty.

“You “put your nappies In
WamSan amed thev’re white. Then

) gevemmen_t

you wash them and they're yellow.”
resident Amy Pryce-Davies said. —
“Somgtimes  at night “it's like

: having a bath in Coca-Cola.”..

The " problem  stems. from .the

CTomited supply available from the

Teservolr, inadequate purnps - and
fillers and ageing  infrastructure
underground. '

. Residents blime all threg Hers of
Including - Mareeha
Shire Council which has plans to
upgrade the capacity to Bibochra o
altract new residents while they
capnot 10t even get a basic supply.

They also wonder why none of
the $18 miilion funding frem the
controversial  Sustainable Regloas
scheme has reached them, cven
though it was originally designed to
help the region recover from the
shutdown. of  Dimbulah’s  staple
tobacco industry.

Resident Margaret. Carroll said
her years working in a doctor’s
surgery convinced her the Dimbulah
waler was responsible for the
parasitic organism disease, giardia.

Dimbulah buicker fan Gaanon
also has heshh concerns and insists
on importing all the water u'sui in
his food preparation.

MW Our Say Pade 12
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Qur Ref Wit/2

TO DIMBULAH TOWN RESIDENTS Your Ref:
Dear Bir/Madam 21 lanuary 2065

Poor water pressure and the lack of adequale storage capaciy has Deen a
sgurce of Tustration o residents of Dimbiuieh gnd Fire angd Sezcue Authority personne! alike.,

B & pi IR &
ungil has been aware of the poor service for some time and has determined that the matter must be
hacuised g community fTorum as the provision of an improved water supply service meeting Department of
faatural Resources & Mines Water Suaply Guidehings can artly be detivered by a gignificant Canital Tnveshmant in

mew infrastructyre,

A numiter of resdents signed a recent petition reqguesting Council provide an improved watar supply service.
The purpose of this fetter is to provide you with information as to the fikely costs and Deneffts of the proposed
water supply infrasirecture.

itis proposad o construct 2 K00k concrate reservair on ground and to instal] & pressure pump station
cornplete with 2 stangby generator set to maintain design guidefines pressure to the existing raticulation
nebwark. The pump stetion will have the capadcity 0 meet Fire Fighting flow demands and maintaip the suoply
of reticuiated water to the cormmunity at the same time. The storsge capacity reguirement s driven prirmanty
by the nesd to be abie to supply 8 flow rate of 301/s for 4 Bours for 2 commaercial premises fire,

[t is estimated that the Cepital cost to construct the reservoir and supely the pressure pums set compiste with
zantrel equipmant and algrms will be 3460 .000,020.

Artual operating, maintenance and depreciation osts are dependent upon total consumption but are gxpectad
foe an ghdddional $16.000-00 ner srnyrm.,

_ Srate Govarnment funding for the project s avallatle for 40% of the Capital expenditure byt the balance must
g funded by the Dimbutah cormmunity and the shire. If 100% of the shire's contribution was funder by
mcreased rates from the Reticulatas Waler Ares in Dimbulah, then the sdoitionad charges that would nesd o be
levias are estimated to be $282-00 per Access Charge per annum making a total Access Chargs of $427-00 psr
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The additional operating, mainternance and depreciation cogts are gxpaciad o add Scents/kilolitrs fo the
consumplion charge making a total of 1%cents/kilohitre. ¢

EoE
i

i e o
ity proposad to conduct & puliic information meeting m’éd\iffetzmaw regarding the above project. Ampia
prportunity for feedback will be provided so that the community’s expectationg and views can be szsessad.

Councit holds the view that an adequate water supply, capabie of meeting fire fighting Mows and the
; commundy’s expectations of water quality and supply pressurg s essential for the long term fulure of the
COMMuUnity

Please feel free to contact the Manager Water and Wastewater, Mr Trever Adil on 4030 10984 during pusiness
hours should vou require any further infarmation,

Yours faithfully
I

f.g:;-‘g-m.,,.f M ,.-—“"')V{,_,}
Trevor Adil

MAMAGER WATER AND WASTE WATER

A

Mareeba Shire - a great place ro live.
Marceba - biggest town orn the Tablelands of the Cairns Hinterfand.





