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Committee Secretary
Senate Finance & Public Administrative Committee
Department of Senate

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Sir

RE Grace Munro Centre Bundarra — NSW

Background

The Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra is an aged care facility which has been funded through a number of
sources but strongly led by the Uraila Shire Couneil and local community leaders.

Council Loan Funds $500,000
Minister for Ageing Grant 140,000
Regional Solutions Grant 100,000
Dept of Ageing, Disability & Home Care 34.060
Dept of Veterans’ Affairs 33,000
Inverell District Legacy 10,000
Lions Club International 55,000
Community Fundraising 39.164

$911,224

1 believe that the series of events leading to and following the Opening of the Grace Munro Aged Care
Centre at Bundarra concur with the Senate Committee’s Terms of Reference 1(L) and gets to the heart of
our representational process and privileges of the Member.

¢ The documents enclosed particularly those presented in the form of a Statutory Declaration by the
General Manager of Uralla Shire Council, Robert Fulcher, demonstrate the political pressure and
bullying by Senator Sandy Macdonald to obtain political advantage.

e The press clippings surrounding the opening and subsequent events clearly shows the deliberate
attempt by Senator Macdonald to coerce and threaten a Council into removing the right of the
duly elected Member for communicate with his constituents.

e Senator Sandy Macdonald also misled the public and the press on a number of occasions,

- 1. 10 November 2005 Senator Macdonald’s email asking that Mr Windsor’s name be deleted from the
plaque stating as a reason to the Inverell Times (December 17 2005) that he was under a lot of
pressure at the time as Mr Windsor had named him in Parliament as part of an inducement offer not to
stand at the next election.

Senator Macdonald also cited the same reason in The Australian (December 16 2003),

The question that needs to be asked is what was Senator Macdonald annoyed about on November 10
if he wasn’t named until November 177



If he had no knowledge of the “inducement issue” prior to his name being raised in Parliament on
November 17, why was he so “upset” on November 107

2. Senator Macdonald’s misrepresentation of the Government’s position by stating that it was the
Government’s position that the Local Member should not be part of an official function within his
own Electorate. This is another example of a political condition being placed on a public body for
political advantage.

I believe the behaviour of Senator Macdonald deserves closer scrutiny. His conduct is in stark
contrast to the professional courtesies and advice extended to myself as the local member and Uralla
Shire Council by the current Minister for Ageing, The Hon Julie Bishop, the former Minister the Hon
Kevin Andrews, the former Minister for Regional Services, The Hon Wilson Tuckey and their
Departmental staff who had carriage of funding arrangements. To them [ extend a thank you on
behalf of the people of Bundarra and Uralla Shire Council.

Yours sincerely

-
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Tony Windsor MP
Member for New England
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W Freedom of Informatlon uncovers the truth about the Grace Munro opening

Council emails reveal
political interference

Exciusive by Liz Ticknor

THE Nationals' NSW Senator Sandy .
Macdonald ordered the Uradla Shire Coun-
cif to delete independent Member for New
England Tony Windsor's name from the
plague o the Grage Munro Centre at Bui-
darra,

Documents obtained by The [nverell
Times under Freedom of Information laws
reveat that the Uralla Shire Council had

subunitied the suggested wording for the
phque which inchuded Mr Windsor's
namé - 10 Senaior Macdonalds office for
approval on Noveisber 10,

Bur air emal! from Senator Macdonald's
Taraworth offiee to the councll one bowr
tavter stated: “The Senater has asked if
these changes would be made,”

“He hias aiso deleted the Tony Windsor
bit, sorry”

Tt was signed by Senator Macdonalds
electorate pificer,

The Grace Munro Cenire was officially
epened on Decermnber 4 by Senator Mac-

donald.

The plaque - which was pmd for by the
Shire of Uralla - did ot include Mr Wind-
SOT'S FIAme,

Senaior Macdonald roid The tnverel]
Times on Friday he regretted what head
dane.

But he said he betieved he was entitied
ta have his name on the plague, and Mr
Windsor was ngl, because it was "proto-

“{'d been asked to open it on behalf of
the Govermment, | thought it was prote-
col,” Senator Macdonald said.

“Butyes, I acied inthe heat of the
moment, and | regretiL” hesatd.

Senasor Macdonald sald he wanted o
put the whole affair behind himi.

He said he was keen (o work with My
Windsor in bringing about the best cut-
comes for the peopie of Mew England.

Tensions between the two politicians
had been simmering after MrWindsor

named Senator Macdonald and the Leader

of The MNationals, Johin Anderson, as being
behind an offer of a diplotnatic posting in

exchange for him netrunning in the fast
Federal election.

They were subsequently cleared by an
Austrafian Federal Police investigation.

Political furding under the Regional
Partaerships and ‘xqumhle Regions pro-
prams is, however. now the subjectofa
Seniate ingulsy.

Senator Macdonald's interference over
the opening of the Grace Munro Centre
coutd be weferred w the inguiry.

Mrwindsor said the documents
reveated under FOI spoke for thermselves.
Fe dectined w comnzen further.,

State Independent Member for the
Morshern Tatletands, Richard Torbay, sald
ke was "very disappoinied and seddened”
by the incident.

A spoLesmaﬂ for Mr Andersan said Mr
Andersen “supported Senator Macdogald
100 pereent as the Government's repres-
native.”

Uralla Shire Coundcil general manager
Rabert Fulcher said the councit had fu-
filledtits ohiigations underthe FOFAct and
he did not wish 1o conmment Rurther

Why Tony Wmdsm‘ S name was not on the Grace Munro plaque

THE piaque, pie-
fured efi, is prowdiy
attached to the side
of the recently
opened Grace
Munro Centre aged
care facility at Bun-
darra.
i was unvetled by
The Nationals’ NSW
Senator Sandy
Mactonald sarlior
this maonth but the
political intrigue
aver the wording on
the plaque has only
s Deen reveaiad,
Uralla Shire
Council pal for the
i plague bul it was
Senatar Macdonatd
wha diciated to the
! counci whal word-
ing was 1o go on it
4 He ardered that
! the nama of he
1 huteperident Mam-
per for Mew Eng-
+ jand, Tony Windser,
a2 delated. And
that's exactly what
nappeaned.

% The ¥0f docw-
ments, Uralla's
Mans for s Fourth
angits, pholos.,

| pages 5] seekal
phiotos page 4.
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The Windsor Affair

Confidential Uralla Shire files

reveal political interference
over Grace Munro opening

Uraila Shire's email to Senator Sandy Macdonald

fnportance: Pgh

et Beror Masdgonatd

Regards
Garbara Usbonas
Pergoost Assistant o General Minagas

Frane: Bavhara Lrnonag

Seat; Wirgnessay, 10 Hovember 2083 HH2EE AM
To “Suapor. sandy, macdensEaph gov.au’
Subject GHIG Piague

Plrae review e wording we have arateds for 162 slagque and advss I OK or eny smendmeats,

Grace Munre Centre

The official opening cerermony for
this aged care facility
wat carried out on
Saturday, December 4, 2004
by Senator Sandy Macdonala
Nationat Party Senator for NSW
in the company of Mr Tony Windsar, MF,

Merphier for New England
and Councithor Ron Filmer,
Mayar, Uralia Shire Councll

... and the response from the Senator’s office

Fromy
Hante
Toz Rinpura Lrbonas
Subjest: RE G Plamie

viofin Barkars

{Ses afached)
Sy thanks
DI

P RKershaw
Eleciarale (Hbpsc

godpnwkt, Sandy (Seratar) fSenater Sandy. Mactossidihiaph.gov.au}
Wedtgstay, 10 November 2004 12715 PR

Thans you Ky 560l T graft sopy of wording for {lague.

've Senaloc bas stked i ihane changes woakd be mate, He baz ase deloted e Tony Windzser ba, sary

Grace Munro Centre

The official opaning seremony for
this aged care facility
was carted gut on
Saturday, Decamber 4, 2004
by Senator Sandy Macdonaid,
Senator for NSW and Beputy Leader
of e Nationals In the Senste
and Counchior Ron Filmer,
Mayor, Uralia Shire Councll

Will four plaques be enough ?

IT'5 a case where three plagues
on & building are still not enough.

With Seriator Macdonald hav-
ing wld the Uraila Shire Councit
that he dide't want Mywindsor's
nrame next ro his on the official
opening plagque for the Grace
dMunre Centre, it can now he
revealed that there are plang
afgor for a fourth plaque.

Uralls Shire Council general
manager Robert Fulcher told The
Inverel Times on Friday that it
witl be ordered and erected i the
New Yeur

Mr Fuicher said the plague
wouid acknowiedge the coniri-
buticn made by Mr Windser and

How it was on the da

ol

R

the State Independent Member
for the Northern Tablelands,
Richard Torbay, iy securing the
building for the aged care facility
and getting the project up and
rzm.mr;g,.

But Mrwindsor and Mr Tarbay
said that athough theywere
souchud by the Shire Council’s
gesture, they did not expect
another plagues 1o be erected on
their behalf.

They suid they sppreciare Ural-
Ia's attempt Io avaid any further
political emnbarrassnent oves the
apendng of the Grace Munre Cen-
tre, bui a fourth plaque was not
nec;essara& da

"1 greatly appreciated the ges-
e, a{tﬁe end of the da?f
plaques dor't mean a lotto me,

Ouym Wes Avoass: www.inversd] yourguide conau

Mz Windsor sajd,

“I'd prefer they spent the
maoney on buying another piece
of furniture, 4 bed or a chair, than
another piece of metal out the
froat,” he said.

Mr Torbay said he would be
happy to forfeit having his name
on the fourth plaque, in liew of
vecognition for the people of
Bundarra who never gave up
hope in seeing their dream of an
aged care facllity come 1o
[ruifion.

“The peeple of Bundarra are
the real chiampions,” Mr Torbay
said.

“They drove this project [ong
hefare the politicians, any of us,
got involved,” he said.

OPENING: SENATOR Sandy Macdonsia unvells the controversial plague at the Grace Munro Centre.
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By bz Tickner

THE Nationals' Scoator $313d¥ Mao-
danal:dis 19 5o lovestiguad by 4 Senals
Inquiry for ordering the Uralia Shire Coum-
cil te delele Indapesdenr MEmber InrNow
England Yony Windsor's names fom a
plagque an the Grace Mumro Cenlre.

A, in another Nigve vciving i
vl ol Shirss Associstion of NEW
presicient Phyilis Mitler sald Prime Minis-
ver Johi Muward should inlervene and pull
Senawor Marsdenald intn Hne

Democrats jeadey Senstor Lyn Elgos

An angel’s

e Ik el on of meetgry o tﬁé«wm
L= 25
Phone 6722 1545

B Shires Association says Prime Minister should intervene

Inquiry into
ique affair

sald ghe wondd refer the matier tothe
Sennto inqubvy, branding Scnator Macs
donaids ncrions as “very secoug.

Prdoral O?szvikinﬂ Régionsl Berviney
gpukesman Kelvin Themson said Senator
Mardonald Bz behaved "eompletely
inapproprinvely” wod deserved 1o be lives.
ﬁ%\?&d Ly m::irsqm.gf.

rThontpsun suid onc ofthe terms of
refuresce allowed fosan imeestigaron inte:
“the constitntionality Iegallty sad propr-
ety whomby ary mesnbers of gither House
of Perliament are .. coerced or thogatened
in an clforrie prevest thern frorg feely
commyudivsiing with thelr constinaents,”

EE SPOR

“Sonatoy Murdonald haa awid hio IC@ES
the Zacides: put the only dinghe issory
ARGl geTting caupht ouL,” he sd,

Greans londer SeiorBob Brown mid iz
was “very sad” thit the opening of an aged
caze Incilivy in vepional Apsmelie ha e
beeome eashroiicd in peliics,

Mrs Miller said Senaror Mactonaid's
behavioug wag "mnﬂim&p%mpﬂmu"wd
the opaning al thefacllisy shonid have
baen 1 bi-pardsaa peession, -

She believed MrHoward wordd ke a
dim viewof Sensior Macdanaldy atiTs,

“Ws pgriainly 1 iob for the PM, " sha said.
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Nationals’ story: Windsor '
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House Hansard ~ 30-Nov-2004  Page 8 Page 1 of 1

Question without Notice: Federal Election: Member for New England

Federal Election: Member for New England

Mr WINDSOR (2.32 p.m.) —My question is to the Acting Prime Minister. Is the Acting Prime
Minister aware that Senator Sandy Macdonald advised Uralla council that he did not want me to be
part of the official opening of the Grace Munro Centre in my electorate? Is the Acting Prime
Minister also aware that the Mayor of Uralla has issued a press release today saying that the council
never had a problem including me in the official party and that the decision not to do so was made in
light of demands made on behalf of the government by Senator Sandy Macdonald? Has Senator
Macdonald misled the public? Do you agree with Senator Macdonald's representation of the
government?

Mr ANDERSON —1 have not spoken to Senator Macdonald about the function at Uralla. T was
advised by my office that the member for New England had been invited to it. T just make this point:
[ do feel that the member for New England has some right to be aggrieved when it comes fo
statements put before parliament. 1 have to say that. We are in a situation, | say to the member for
New England, where he has made outrageous allegations based on hearsay which he has not been
able to substantiate anywhere else, which he will not repeat anywhere else and which, I note, nobody
is prepared to back or take up, not even those opposite. I presume that the normal courtesies will be
extended to the member for New England-—no more, no less.

tile://C\Program%20F Hes\Parlinfo\Cache‘\hansardr989285-2 htm 24/01/2005
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URALLA SHIRE COUNCIL
32 SALISBURY STREET, URALLA
PO Box 106

LRALLA NSW 2358

ABN 5% 868 272 018

28 January 2005

Mr Alastair Sands

Comumitice Secretary

Qepate Finance & Public Administrative Commmittee
Department of Senate

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Sands
Statutory Declaration
T confirm that I authorise the inclusion of my Statutory Declaration headed “Grace

Munro Centre Opening and Associated Matters” dated 15 December 2004 and
associated material in a submission to the Sepate Enquiry jnto Regional Partnerships.

Yours faithfully

At e

Rob Fulcher
GENERAL MANAGER

PHONE? D2 8778 4808
Fax: Q2 6778 5073
EMaiL: COuNCILEURALLA.NSW.GOV.AU
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STATUTORY DECLARATION
NSWOATHS ACT 1900

GRACE MUNRO CENTRE OPENING AND ASSOCIATED MATTERS

{ _ ROBERT GEORGE FULCHER

.............................................................
.................................................
.....................
-------------------------------------------
............................................................

........................................................................................

de hereby solemnly declare and affirm that:-

This Statutory Declaration concerns dealings I had regarding the opening of the Grace Munro Centre.

1. By letter of 30 June 2004 (attached), I wrote a letter, on behalf of Counetl, to Mr Tony
Windsor, MP asking him to invite either ot both Minister Julie Bishop and/or the Deputy
Prime Minister, Mr John Anderson, to carry out an official opening of the Grace Munro
Centre, Bundarra. ‘

2. This process was interrupted by the calling of the federal election.

3. By letter of 26 October 2004 (attached), I wrote again to Mr Windsor, after the election,
asking him to ask the relevant Ministers whether they would be able to attend an official
opening on 4 December 2004. A copy of that letter was sent to Senator Sandy Macdonald.

4, I then had a call from Senator Macdonald on either 28 or 29 October 2004, He made a
number of comments coneerning Council's decision to ask Mr Windsor to contact the
Ministers concerning the official opening. Those comments included the following:

« That the government was disappointed with the election result in the New England.

+ If the New England electors chose to return Mr Windsor, they will need to live with
the consequences. |

¢ That the government was not pleased by the fact that Mr Windsor openly criticized
them. - ' ‘

» Thar Ministers of the government will not respond favourably to requests made to
them by Mr Windsor, (continued)

y é j”
..”...,..........,.u..,,w..?..‘“.. s e

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

MOTE: THEBACK OF THIS PAGEMUST ALSOBE SIGNED INFULL. -
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¢ That if Council wished Ministers of the government fo atiend the official opening of

'the Centre, it will be necessary for Council to ask Senator Macdonald directly.

* In response to my comments that Mr Windsor had been democratically elected as our
local member and the correct protocol was 1o approach the g{;v.emmcm through the
lgcal member, Senator Macdonald said that that may be comect but what we weﬁ:e
dealing with here was hard ball politics and political reality.

5. Having discussed this matter with the Mayor, who had also spoken to Senator Macdonald, 1t
was agreed that [ should write directly to Senator Macdonald asking him to invite the
Ministers to attend the official opening. I did so by letter which was faxed on 29 October
2004 {copy attached).

6. By letter dated 28 October 2004 (attached), Mr Windsor advised that he had written to the
Minister for Ageing, the Minister for Transport and Regional Services and the Minister for
Veteran Affairs inviting them to attend the official opening.

7. By letter datcd 4 November 2004 (attached), the Executive Assistant to the Deputy Prime
Minister wrote to Tony Windsor advising that the Deputy Prime Minister would not be
available 1o take part in the opening due to another comurdoment and that it would be
appropriate for S¢nator Sandy Macdonald to participate on Mr Anderson’s behalf,

8. By email, sent on 9 November 2004 (attached), the office of the Hon. Julie Bishop, MP,
Minister for Agesing, wrote to me advising her inability to attead and that she would like to
invite Senator Sandy Macdonald to represent her at the opening of the facility.

9. As a result, Council then dealt dircetly with Senator Macdonald and his office.

10. Suggested wording for the official plaque for the opening was forwarded to Senator
Macdonald’s office on 10 November 2004. The wording suggested by Council included
reference to Mr Tony Windsor (copy attached),

(continued)

And T make this solemn declaration, in accordance with the Oaths Act, 1900, and
subject to the punishment by law provided for the making of any wilfully false
statement in any such declaration.

Declared at ... LLLAS L. )
i day of)
215 S 2064 )

)

.................................................................

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

..................................................................

Print full name (and number) of JP

[esan Ecizmperr cone (332 iéoﬁ
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11

1Z.
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14,

16.

7.

1%,

By email, dated 10 November 2004 (copy attached), Senator Sandy Macdonald’s office

replied requesting changes to the plaque. Those changes specifically involved the deletion

of reference to Mr Windsor. The approved wording is attached with that email.

On 18 November 2004 1 drafted a letter to the Prime Minister, for the Mayor to cans‘idé_r

sending, seeking the Prime Minister’s advice about the cormect communication process

between Council and the Government (copy attached}. Becanse of the political sensitivity

of this 13sue, the Mavor did not sign the letter. '

By email, dated 22 Novemnber 2004 (copy attached), a copy of the draft program for the

opening was sent to Senator Macdonald. That draft program, preparsd by Council, included

Mr Windsor on the official party and a speech by Mr Windsor.

In response {o that program, I had a telephone call from Sandy Macdonald on Thursday, 25

November 2004. He also tried to talk to the Mayor about this matter on the same day. The

words he used to me were generally as follows:

*  You have a problem with the official opening.

¢ [have looked at the running sheet.

» The problem 1s that I won’t be on the same podium with Tony Windsor.

e He has chosen to make allegations concerning me under parliamentary privilege.

» Tam offended by his action.

e He can be a guest at the function but can’t be on the official party and cannot speak.

* 1have no problem with Richard Torbay being involved in the official party — he is a very
good local member,

« Tam sorry for the problem but it is an issue which Council wili need to deal with.

After T discussed the matter with the Mayor, it was agreed that Council had no option but to

remove Mr Windsor from the official party.

By email dated Friday, 26 November 2004 (copy attached), I advised Mr Windsor that the

Mayor had asked me to tell lim that he regrets to advise that Council will need to comply

with the government’s wishes and that he will not be part of the otficial party.

A revised runming sheel was then sent to Senator Macdonald and to Mr Torbay on

26 November 2004 (copy attached).

Mr Bruce Mclean rang me on Tuesday, 30 November 2004. He said that he had spoken to

Mr Jim Booth of Sandy Macdonald’s office who had said to Bruce MeLean, “If they want to

play hard ball, we will too.”

Following discussions with Mr Torbay, Senator Macdonald and Mr Windsor and after

review of statements made in parliament and to the media concerning this matter, the Mayor

made another decision to iclude Tony Windsor in the official party and issued a press

release on that day to that effect {copy attached).

&oed

=
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30 fune 2004

Mr Tony Windsor, MP
Member for New England
PO Box 963

CAMWORTH NSW 2340

Dear Mr Windsor
Official Opening of the Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra

[ am pleased 0 advise you that construction of the Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra is
progressing well, Tt is expected that the building work will be completed by tare Tuly and it is
hoped that the facility can commence operations in mid to late August 20604,

Council and the local Advisory Commitiee would pow likes to commence the process of
planming an official opening of the Centre.

As you are aware, Federal funding for the project came from the Department of Health and
Aged Care and also from the Departiment of Transport and Reglonal Service (Regional
Solutions Program}.

it would therefore be appreciated if you would be able to liaise with the appropriate people,
with the aim of inviting either or both Minister Bishop and/or the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr
Anderson, 1o carry out an official opening of the facility in September or Qetober this vear. 1t
is the preference of the local Advisory Committee for the facility to be officially opened on a
Saturday, if at al! possible, to provide the best opportunitics for focal people to participate in
the opening and t allow a festive aunosphere to prevail,

It would be appreciated if you could pursue this matter with the relevant Ministers and advise
Council further if it 15 appropriate for it w (oliow this matter up with any other orgamisations
of groups.

A copy of this letter will be forwarded to the Member for Northern Tablelands, Mr Richard
Torbay, for his information, as the New South Wales S1ate Government also contribuzed
funds to this project and Mr Torbay will be invited to the official gpening, once a suitable date
has been set by the Federal Government Ministers, ‘

[ look forward o your .rf:ply.

Yours Tamhtully

Robeft Fulcher
GENTRAL MANAGIER

cc Mr Richard Torbay
ce Matlout

@ oos
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26 October 2004

Mr Teny Windsor, MP
Member for New England
PO Box 963

TAMWORTH NSW 2340

Dear Mr Windsor
Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra

[ am pleased to advise you that construction of the Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra is
nearing completion.

it is expected that residents will begin to occupy the premises early in November this year. It
is also expected that the direct management of the facility will transfer from Uralia Shire
Council to Maclean Village (under contract to Council) from early December 2004,

Council has corresponded with you earlier concerning an official opening of the new Centre.
Your activities in negotiating with the relevant Ministers were interrupted as a result of the
recent Federal Election. T understand that the new Ministry has now been appointed.

The local community is keen to hold an official opening of the Grace Munro Centre on
Saturday, 4 December 2004, as that date corresponds with a number of other planned
activities in the town. Unofficial celebrations will take place on site on that day, whether or
not an official opening actually takes place.

It therefore would be appreciated if you would raise the matter with the relevant Ministers to
determine whether or not they would be able to attend an official opening on 4 December
2004, or whether they would advise the community to defer the opening until a date earlier in

2005.

As a separate matter, Council would like to congratulate you on vour rccent reclection 1o
Parliament znd looks forward fo our continuing close working relationship with you.

Yours faithfully

/4

RobevEguicher
GEN AL MANAGER

ce: Senaror Sandy Macdonald

ld oo
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26 October 2004

Senator Sandy Macdonald
National Party Senator for NSW
PO Box 1780

TAMWORTH NSW 2340

Dear Senator Macdonald
Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra

[ am pleased to advise you that construction of the Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra is
nearing completion.

it is expected that residents wiil begin to gccupy the premises early in November this
year. it is also expected that the direct management of the facility will transfer from
Uralla Shire Council to Maclean Village {under contract to Council) from early December
2004

The tocal community is keen (o hold an official opening of the Grace Munro Centre on
Saturday, 4 December 2004, as that date corresponds with a number of other planned
activities in the town. Unofficial celebrations will take place on site on that day, whether
or not an official opening actually takes place.

Jt therefore would be appreciated if you would raise the matter with the relevant Ministers
to determine whether or not they would be able to attend an official opening on
4 December 2004, or whether they would advise the community to defer the opening until
a date zarlier in 2003,

Yours faithfully

/5
Robert Fulchyer
GENE MANAGER
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HNDEFPENDENT
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Shop 5
255 FPeel Sireet
TAMWORTH NSW 2340

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

28 October 2004

U 2 SRS EoURai ]
Fiig: NQ -
Raestande - 7
Mr Robert Fulcher -
General Manager TR VLT
Uralla Shire Council SR
PO Box 106 L
URALLA NSW 2358 I L
I
/ o e

Dear M/Eﬁﬁﬁr
Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra

Thark you for your letter of 26 October 2004 providing me with an update on the
Grace Munro Centre and I am delighted to hear that it is nearing completion with
residents expected to start moving in next month. Thank you also for your kind note
on behalf of Council congratulating me on my re-election as Member for New
England.

1 have been pleased to write to the Minister for Ageing, the Hon Julie Bishop MP, the
Minister for Transport and Regional Services, the Hon John Anderson MP and the
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, the Hon Deanne Kelly MP inviting them fo attend the
official opening on Saturday 4 December and to perform the official opening. [ have
also advised the Ministers to advise of a suitable date in early 2005 should this date be
unsuitable. Due to time restrictions, I have encouraged the Ministers to respond at
their earliest convenience.

You may be assured that as soon as [ receive responses from the various Ministers 1
will be in contact with your office to confirm their availability.

Thank you once again for writing to me in relation to this exciting project and I look
forward to continuing to work with you on other local issues in the future,

Yours sincerely
Tony Windsor MP

Member for New England
tw mp

AdE Mail: PO Box 963
TAMWORTR NSW 2340
Phore: OR 6761 3084
Tolt Free: 1300 301 838
Fax: L U2 8761 3380
FPARLIAMENT OF AUSTRALIA e-mail: Tony Windsor MP @ zph.gov.al

Web Page: www.ionywindsoncom.au
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and Minister for Transport and Regional Services
Leader of The Nationals

ORALLA SHIRE COUNCIL}

Fite: ‘v\ o ) 2
4 November 2004 g Mmook

Recsived: w% .

Mr Tony Windsor MP

Federal Member for New England
PO Box 063 RS
TAMWORTH NSW 2340 e

Dear Mr Windsor

Thank you for your letter of 28 October 2004 inviting the Hon John Anderson MP, Deputy
Prime Minister to open the Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra on Saturday, 4 December 2004,

1 regret to advise that the Deputy Prime Minister will not be available to take part in the
opening due to another commitment on this day. It would be appropriate for Senator Sandy
Macdonald to participate on Mr Anderson’s behalf,

Kind regards

W/
Damielle Kerr
Executive Assistan

Cc: Uralla Shire Council

Pavhament Jouse, Canbueree A 260
b2 GRTT TORG baxs 2 0273 3100
ebanderson i goe
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opening - 4 December Page 1 of 1

Robert Fuicher

From: Noelene Porter

Sent: Tuesday, 8 Novemnber 2004 4:53 PFM
To; Robert Fulcher

Cc: Barbara Urhonas

Subject: FW: opening - 4 December

From: tehman, Marion (J. Bishop, MP) {mailto:Marion.Lehman@aph.gov.au]
Saent: Tussday, 9 November 2004 4:48 PM

To: Noelene Porter; Windsor, Tony (MP)

Subject: opening - 4 December

Dear Mr Fulcher

Thank you for your letter of 28 October 2004 to Mr Tony Windsor MP, Member for New
England, in which you kindly invite Ms Bishop to ofﬁcmll} open the Grace Munro
Centre at Bundarra,

Mr Windsor has forwarded a copy of your letter to the Minister, and has also written to
reguest her consideration of the invitation.

The Minister regrets that, due tc commitments in Western Australia on 4 December,
she will not be available to be in New South Wales. She has asked me to convey her
apologies for her inability to open your facility.

If it would be suitable to your arrangements, the Minister would like to invite her
Parliamentary colleague Senator Sandy Macdonald, National Senator for New South
Wales, to represent her at the opening of your facility.

I look forward to hearing whether this would be suitable to your organisation, and if
agreeable I will arrange the details with the Senator’s office.

Best wishes

Marion Lehman -

Office of the Hon Julie Bishop MP
Federal Member for Curtin
Minmster for Agsing

Perth: 08 8388 0288

Canberra: 02 6277 7280

Please note that this message is intended for the recipient to whom it i1s addressed and
may not be re-distributed in any form without express permission from the author.

<D

3071172004
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Message Page 1 of 1

Barbara Urbonas

From: Macdonald, Sandy (Senator) [Senator. Sandy. Macdonald@aph.gov.au]
Sent:  Wadnesday, 10 November 2004 1218 PM

To: Barbara Urbonas

Subject: RE: GMC Plague

Hallo Barbara
Thank you for seni the draft copy of wording for plague.

The Senator has asked f these changes would be made. He has also deleied the Tony Windsar bif, sorry
(see siirched)

Many thanks

j351

Dianne Kershaw
Llectorate Officer

Senator Sandy Macdonald

The Nationals Senator for NSW

467 Pegl Street

TAMWORTH NSW zzq0

Phone: {02) 6766 6908

Fax: (o) 6766 4169

Email: dianne kershaw@aph.gov.au

—---Qriginal Message-—-

Frem: Barbara Urbonas [mailto:BUrbonas@uraila.nsw.gov.au]
Sent: Wadnesday, 10 November 2004 11:25 AM

To: Macdonald, Sandy (Senator)

Subject: GMC Plaque

Importance; High

Dear Senator Macdonaid
Please review the wording we have drafted for this plaque and advise if OK or any amendments.

Regards
Barbara Urbonas -
Parsonal Assistant to General Manager

301172004
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URALLA SHIRE COUNCIL,
32 SALISBURY STREET, URALLA
‘ PO Box 106
UraLta NSW 23538

ABN BS 868 272 018

18 November 2004

The Hon John Howard, MP
" Prime Minister

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear My Prime Minister
Communication with the Government

The purpose of this letter is to seek your advice and assistance concerning appropriate
protocols and the most cffective way for Uralla Shire Council to copamunicate with
the Government and Ministers of the Government.

Uralla Shire council is in the electorate of New England. Tts local member is
Mr Tony Windsor, MP, who is an independcnt.

Senator Sandy Macdonald, a Senator for NSW, lives in Tamworth, which is also the
location of Mr Windsor’s electorate office.

Council recently had occasion to request its local member, Mr Windsor, to invite a
Minister of the Government to carry out the official opening of a building in this shire
which was partly funded by the Commonwealth Government, In response to that
action, both the General Manager and T had separate telephone conversations with
Senator Sandy Macdonald,  His advice to us was that Council would be more
successful In such requests if it made them directly to him and not through Mr
Windsor. He also suggested that support for funding applications from Council to
the Federal Government should be obtained through him rather than Mr Windsor.

Council’s understanding is that the correct protocol is that it should approach the
Government and its Ministers through its local member, no matter whether or not that
local member is a member of the governing parties. Council has no problem if the
Ministers, when approached by the local member, decide to respond to Council
through Senator Macdonald, who is a member of the governing parties.

PHONE: OR 6778 46086
@ Fax: 02 6778 SO73
EMAIL: COUNCILEURALLA. NSW.GOV. AL
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Council does not wish to become involved in party politics. Nor does it wish to
breach appropriate communication protocols. Of prime importance to the Couneil is
that it should not take action which may adversely affect the interests of the residents
and ratepayers of this shire in relation to the chances of success of applications and .
submissions it makes to the Commenwealth Government,

I note that, after the recent election, you stated, in your victory speech, that you
govern for all of Australis, whether or not people voted for your party or not, That
comment would indicate to Council that it should continue to communicaie with the
Commonwealth Government through its local member.

Your advice concerning this sensitive issue would be sincerely appreciated.

Yours faithiully

Ron Filmer
MAYOR

=0
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Page 1 of 1

Barbara Urbonas

From: Barbara Urbonas

Sent:  Tuesday, 23 November 2004 4:38 PM
To: 'senator. sandy macdonald@aph.gov.au'
Ce: ‘RFitmer

Subject: GMC Program

Dear Sandy

Please find attached a draft program for the opening ¢f the Grace Munro Centre. Please advise of your
concurence.

Regards
Rabert Fulcher

30/11/2004
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GRACE MUNRO CENTRE OFFICIAL OPENING

2,15pm
2.20-3.00pm

3.00pm

330pm

SATURDAY, 4 DECEMBER 2004

DRAFT PROGRAM

Official party and gunests take their places on the lawn outside
the entrance to the New England Area Health Service.

Offical guests seated on the verandah area to include:
Senator Sandy Macdonald

Mr Tony Windsor

Mr Richard Torbay

Cr Ron Filmer

Chairman of the Board of HN Ms::Le:an Mcmorxai Retirement
Village

Guests welcomed by Cr Filmer
Address by Mr Torbay
Address by Mr Windsor

Official address on behalf of the Commonw ealth Government by
Senator Macdonald

Party moves to the main entrance of the aged care facility where
Senator Macdonald officially opens the centre and unveils the
plaque

Giucsts inspeet the facility and carry out interviews with the

media
(Note: Media to be arranged by Senator Macdonald®s office)

Guests move to the Bundarra Sport and Recreation Club for a
catered afternoon tes

Gucsts leave when ready

ioxt
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Page ]l of I .

Barbara Urbonas

From: Barbarz Urbonas

Sent:  Friday, 26 November 2004 9:156 AM

Ta: Tony Windsor MP@aph.gov.ay’

Cg: ‘REimer

Subject: GRACE MUNRQ CENTRE OPENING
Dear Tony
The Commenwealth Government nas advised that its representative at the officiat opening of the Grace
Munro Centre does not wish for you 10 be part of the official party or the officiat speeches. The.Mayor, Cr Ron
Filmer, has asked me to tell you that he regrets o advise you that Council will need to comply with the
Government's wishes. Attached is the revised running sheet for the official opening.
Naturally Councit wouid still welcome your attendance at the official opening function.
Best regards
Rebert Fulcher

Genergl Manager
Uralla Shire Council

30/11/2004
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1.55pm

2.00pm

215pm

2.20-3.00pm

3.00pm

3.30pm

GRACE MUNRO CENTRE OFFICIAL OPENING
SATURDAY, 4 DECEMBER 2004

DRAFT PROGRAM

Official party and guests take their places on the lawn outside
the entrance to the New England Area Health Service.

Offical guests seated on the verandah area to include:
Senator Sandy Macdonald

Myr Richard Torbay

Cr Ron Filmer

Chairman of the Board of HN McLean Memorial Retirement

Village
Guests welcomed by Cr Filmer

Address by Mr Torbay

Official address on behalf of the Commonwealth Government by
Senator Maedonald

Party moves to the main entrance of the aged care facility where
Senator Maedonald officially opens the centre and unveils the
plague .

Guests inspect the facility and carry out interviews with the
media
(Note: Media to be arranged by Senator Macdonald®s office)

Guests move to the Bundarra Sport and Recreation Club for a
catered afternoon tea

Guests leave when ready

@019
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MEDIA RELEASE

Grace Munro Centre Opening

Since Senator Sandy Macdonald has now advised Council that it is a matter for Uralla Shire
Council 1o determine whether or not to include Mr Tony Windsor as part of the official party for
the opening of the Grace Munro Centre at Bundarra, the Mayor of Uralla Shire Council, Cr
Ron Filmer, has decided to invite Tony Windsor o be part of the official party and {o speak at

the function,
He stressed that Uralla Shire Council has never had a problem with including Tony Windsor

in the official party. His earlier decision net to include him was made in light of a request from
Senator Macdonaid.

For further information please contact Cr Filmer on 0413 459 010

For immadiate release
30 November 2004






