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Preface

On 11 June 1975 the Senate referred the following maters to the Standing
Commistee on Foreign Affairs and Defence for examination and report:

(a) The plight and circumstances of refugees and other persons for-
ced to leave South Vietnam following the occupation of that area
by North Vietnamese forces, together with the existing and furure
circumstances of all South Vietnamese students now in Australia
and their close relatives;

{b) The response of the Australian Government to the requests made
both from within Australia and at the international level for as-
sistance in the matters of resettlement and rehabilitation; and

(¢) The areas of operation in which the Australian nation could
render appropriate and effective assistance.

In considering the reference the Commitsee invited and received sub-
missions from a wide range of interested persons and organisations to all
of whom we express our appreciation for their co-operation and assist-
ance. A list of those from whom evidence was received is attached at
Appendix 5.

Hearings for the reference commenced on 10 October 1975 bur were
interrupted by the dissolution of Parliament in November. Members were
reappointed to the Committee on 24 March 1976 and hearings resumed
on 21 April and continued until 20 May 1976. Where possible, evidence
was heard in pubiic sessions although there were several instances where
the nature of the material presented necessitated some hearings being
held in camera. '

During May 1976 the Committee visited the [68 Vietnamese refugees
who remained at the Waco! Migrant Hostel in Brisbane to discuss the
difficulties they faced in settling in Australia. Foliowing this visit, and prior
to preparing its report, the Committee conducted 2 detailed program of
research into the practical matter of the settlement of the Vietnamese (and
other) refugees. This was accompanied by a number of detailed requests
for further information from the various Commonweaith departments
having responsibility for the post-arrival care of refugees in Australia.

During the course of the inquiry considerable difficulty was experi-
enced by the Committee in obtaining accurate and comprehensive statisti-
cal and other information and in reconciling the sometimes conflicting and
often incomplete information which was submitted in evidence by varinus
government departments, voluntary organisations and individuals, To the
best of the Committee’s ability, this fragmentary information has been
pieced together to provide an accurate and factual basis for the con-
clusions and recommendations which are contained in the report.

The report is divided into three parts. The first part provides a factual

background to the Vietnamese refugee problem and consists of a chrono-
logical account of the events surrounding the fall of Saigen during April



1975 and the major responses to these events. In the second part consider-
ation is given to the Australian Government’s response o the requests for
assistance with the resettlement and rehabilitaiton of the Vietnamese and
other refugees who were admitted to Australia during 1975 and in the
early part of 1976. In this section the Committee has canvassed such mat-
ters as the evacuation of refugees, criteria used for their selection, recep-
tion procedures, orientation work, and the post-hostel settlement assist-
ance which has been provided to them. The section concludes with a
chapter on the overall nature of the ‘resettlernent process’ itself. The final
part of the report contains the Committee’s recommendations for the for-
mulation of an Australian policy for refugees together with the necessary
advisory and other administrative machinery. These recommendations, if
implemented, should ensure that Australia is able to respond quickly and
effectively to refugee situations which may arise in the future. The Com-
mittee has also included its specific recommendations concerning areas
where action is most needed o allgviate the problems experienced by the
1975 and 1976 intakes of Vietnamese, Timorese and Indochinese
refugees.





