HMAS WESTRALIA

QUESTION 1 ACTION AREA: Navy
Senatos Hutching

Mavy siates 71 saifors were posted ti HMAS WESTRALIA. at the time of the fire, cam you
clarify if this figure inchudes the fur decessed sailors?

RESPONSE

The Sour deceased personnel were not inciuded.

QUESTION 2

Cen you clarify the status of the four others who were listed 83 being onboard but were sot
posted to the ship?

RESPONSE

The four personnel ware loaned to WESTRALIA for the plamed deployment, two from
HMAS STIRLING and two from HMAS TORRENS, They were to supplement the posted
crew for the short trm or for training reguirements. The Divectorste of Sailors Career
Wianagement (DSCM) took no posting action ax the loan would bave been agreed betwees the
comemands involved
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(resignation); both arc mermbers of the Naval Reservea. The remaining sailor is stil serving.

QUESTION 3

What ig the averuge zomual Navy disclisrge rate?
RESPONSE

The sailor discharge rate is 10.55% (1482 personnel) anmually a% at 01 Jol 2004, bt has bezn
highyer in fhe past five yesra.

in relation to the 71 WESTRALIA ssilors this oguates o about seven fo eight personnel
within ane year md & reducing number in subsaquent years. Over the xix years sipee the fire
in 1998 this exit ve extrapolstes to zbowt 35 personnel out of the 71 who would have bees:
expeeted to dscharpe given the Navy svesage rate.

Tire discharge of 44 sgitors out of the oxiginal 71 is higher than average bat not unusually se,
particydsriy 28 separsiion rates have been ghove the current level
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QUESTION 4
Of the 44 that have gince discharged, can you supply o breakdown of grounds for dischargs?

RESPONSE
Listed below are the threc main categonies of discharge;

o Resignstion (Clain for discharge, Expiration of enlistuent, Discharge a2 own request) -
31, :

¢  Retention not in the interest of the Navy (eg unsatisfactory performance, conduct etc) -
five {5}

s Medical (Medically unfit for Naval Service) - cight (8)

QUESTION S

Of the 44 that have sincs discharged, how many continue to receive to pengions for complete
or partisl mental ar phiysical incapacitstion?

RESPONSE

Defence is not in position o apswer this question. The information is the responsibility of the
Department of Vetorans Affars, .

QUESTION 6
How many saifors reguested postings frots WRESTRALIA within fhree months of the fire?
RESPONSE

Career Menagemer: Information Systems (PMReyS, Career Mavagers’ nofes ad recomds of
conversations) wert 1eviewed for &l 71 ssilors postad to WESTRALIA. No evidence of sy

persopnel requesting to be postad fom WESTRALIA during the peviod indicated was found.
T somae cnses persormed requested to extend their posgting (o WESTRALIA

Thiz review wouid have captured any firmal request to be posied from the ship, and may
hnve recorded myy nformal request that did ot progress m = formal posting reguest.

QUESTION 7

Was the ap official Nm&mvvﬁmaﬁuﬂm&ﬂwuhﬁmmmmm
could do s0? IF g0, when was that given?

No Official Navy Directive is available. T is videxstood the opporunity to transfex from the
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briefings soon after the fra






