Education Funding Amendment Bill 2002

Principal issues for consideration:

Examine the provisions of the bill which extends the Postgraduate Education Loans Scheme (PELS) to students at four private institutions, three of which are not universities, and the effect of creating a new list of eligible unfunded institutions in regards to the framework of eligible institutions in the Higher Education Funding Act.

Examine also the issues in regard to access in private education markets, including public support of discriminatory selection criteria; consider the appropriate accountability mechanisms for institutions who are not on List A or B of the s.4 of the HEFA (1988), and issues that go to the rigour of courses, assessment and accreditation of institutions that do not engage in research or lack relevant infrastructure necessary for university teaching and learning.

