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Senate Employment, Workplace Relations and Education References Committee

Inquiry into higher education funding and regulatory legislation

· Most submissions are from students who argue that if they had to pay, they wouldn’t have gone to Uni. So what? It is better that some students don’t go to uni. There are too many people who don’t have the ability who go uni anyway. Also if they didn’t go to uni, there will be less government expense subsidizing them, and they can be more productive in other areas of the economy which doesn’t need degrees. Just because they get degrees doesn’t mean their productivity will improve, in fact opposite could be true. Credentialism is rampant!

· You hear about elderly people (those in their 70s and 80s) getting their fourth, fifth or sixth degrees at tax payers’ expense. What a waste of tax payers’ money! If they are perpetual learners and enjoy going to uni forever, let them pay for it out of their own pockets.

· Uni makes people irresponsible and lazy.

· Teaching quality at unis is appalling because unis are diverting resources into research for the sake of VCs trumpeting how good their uni is at ‘research’. Hence at most non-sandstone unis, teaching heavily subsidises research. If people had to pay upfront, they would demand quality service. If something is provided free or subsidized, they won’t complain if they get poor service.

· Productivity goes down when too many people go to uni because they expect higher wages (irrespective of their ability to do the job) to pay off the debt they accumulated, which drives up inflation

· The quality and quantity of tradesmen available is reducing which drives up costs and results in poor quality work. This is because everyone has been made to believe that going to uni is the thing to do. So unless one is so bad that they are almost intellectually disabled, everyone ends up at Uni.
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