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The College of Fine Arts Students’ Association (CoFA SA), is fundamentally opposed to the attacks on the higher education sector posed in ‘Backing Australia’s Future’ discussion paper.  The CoFA SA support an education system that is free and accessible to all members of society, objectives that will be adversely affected by the implementation of the government’s proposals. 

Like all Students Associations and Unions, the CoFA SA serves its 2000 members in a variety of ways. There are no students on campus who do not benefit in some way from the facilities and services provided. The SA runs a gallery in which students may exhibit their work at a very small cost. Other facilities include a common room, a women’s room, a kitchen with free tea and coffee, a heavily subsidised art store, a van, a data projector and a digital camera.  Activities include free sports, drawing classes, food days, cinema screenings and careers days. The CoFA SA upholds the rights of students on campus, representing their rights in all college decisions, and providing vital information on issues such as housing, employment and grievance procedures. Optional membership of student organisations would be injurious to the students of CoFA. The university would not replace the important services that the SA provide. Students’ interests would be ignored on all levels of governance and their extra-curricular interests neglected. The CoFA SA is opposed to OMSO, and to attacks to staff unions including the right to collective bargaining. 

Already, universities funds are stretched to the limit. Classes are too full, staff loads are too heavy, resources are sparse and the quality of teaching is far from ideal. There is no question as to whether more funding should be allocated to universities; the question is where the funding should come from. In opposition to the government’s proposals, the CoFA SA strongly believes that universities ought to be funded by the government. It is a fundamental responsibility of the government, under UN charter, to provide education to all its citizens. The contributions students make through HECS and PELS are already too much. Most female students don’t pay off their HECS debt until the age of 65. If fees were increased by 30% and changes were made to the loans scheme, many people would not even attempt to apply for university. The participation rates for women students, students from lower socio-economic backgrounds and from ethnic minorities, rural students, aboriginal students, mature aged students and students with disabilities would significantly drop. The provision of fully funded university places would not compensate for the unequal system that would result.. The onus for funding of universities should rest wholly upon the government. 

The CoFA SA opposes the inequitable concept of full fee paying students. This system bases access to education upon wealth, allowing wealthy students to receive an education, rather than students who have achieved higher marks. Levels of full fee paying students should be dropped to 0% not raised to 50%. 

Equally inequitable is the 5 year learning entitlement. If a student were to fail subjects, or transfer degrees, they would be forced to pay full fees. Students from disadvantaged backgrounds are more likely to take longer in their degrees. Women need time off from study to look after children, poorer students are forced to work at study simultaneously, and students with disabilities find the stresses of universities difficult to manage. There are innumerable reasons why students may require longer than 5 years to complete a degree, but no reasons why they should be forced to pay more for that right.

In the context of the government’s proposals, welfare is inadequately dealt with. The CoFA SA believes that access to universities is strongly connected with levels, and access to welfare. Studying allowances are difficult to attain, and below the poverty line. Students are forced to work and study, with a high proportion of students regularly missing class in order to work. The CoFA SA advocates a reduction in barriers to welfare, and a raise in levels so that students can study effectively.

The CoFA SA urges the senate committee to reject the government’s proposals due to their adverse implications to access and equity. Education is a right for all citizens, and a benefit to all of society. Universities should be fully supported and funded by the government. If further details are required, please don’t hesitate to contact the CoFA SA via the details listed on page 2. 
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