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SENATE INQUIRY INTO UNIVERSITY FUNDING

LATE SUBMISSION

Attention: 
John Carter, 



Secretary, Senate Enquiry Committee

Thank you for the invitation and agreement to make a late submission to the Inquiry into university funding and regulatory changes foreshadowed in proposed legislation.  This submission is made by the Australian Council of University Art and Design Schools (ACUADS).  It addresses university funding for the art and design discipline as proposed in the Commonwealth Course Contribution Schedule 2005.  ACUADS submits the categorisation of the Visual Arts in cluster 7 as shown in Table A (Page 15), is too low. 

1. ACUADS submits the art and design disciplines are studio based, machine and equipment intensive in a way comparable to science laboratories, and therefore should be categorised as such in cluster 8.

2. Over the past decade, additional requirements for art and design studies now also include expensive computer laboratories and specialized software.  This area is increasingly costly and difficult to maintain and upgrade to industry standards in a funding regime which does not acknowledge this activity or need in art and design. 

3. Ever increasing Occupational Health and Safety requirements in our Universities require continuous upgrading of machinery and equipment and the supply of protective gear for students using our studios and workshops.  This statutory obligation makes heavy demands on present budget allocations and adds weight to the ACUADS submission that greater weighting – cluster 8 should be available to art and design.

4. Related to this, the supervision, maintenance and training requirements as part of the student OH & S experience in art and design, requires increased technical support.  ACUADS experience indicates the demand in these areas is placing heavy demands on resources and we submit this represents further justification for a higher weighting.

5. In art and design, relatively small classes, tutorials and independently supervised work projects characterize the teaching methodologies.  A category 8 Commonwealth funding cluster would recognize this studio style (cf science laboratory) which in Australia is benchmarked against the best national and overseas academies and comparable university level institutions which teach art and design.

6. Materials costs in art and design is another major concern.  Given the proposed (and current) funding arrangements, art and design schools are unable to properly assist with the expense of art and design materials required for various courses.  A survey of ACUADS members indicates art and design students are required to purchase their own materials at considerable expense.  Again, a parallel with science is drawn where we understand students can be provided with the necessary equipment, chemicals etc. required for their courses.  ACUADS submits there is an equity issue here which sees art and design students at a disadvantage when it comes to supply of basic materials.

Summing up:

The Art and design sector is a key contributor to the development of an Australian culture.  It is dynamic, reflects changing socio-political climates and assists the shaping of values and attitudes.  Art and design graduates make an important contribution to the nation’s economy through a variety of cultural goods, services and creative industries.  Art and design school staff, through their research and professional work, also play a key role in this work.  However, it is through their teaching of the next generation of artists and designers that their major impact is made.  A financially well supported/well equipped, occupationally healthy and safe School is a prerequisite for their success.

On this basis, the Australian Council for University Art and Design Schools submits that the Commonwealth Course Contribution should schedule visual arts and design in Cluster 8.

Footnote:

ACUADS is the peak discipline body for university visual art, crafts and design education and training.  The Council was established in 1981 as an Association of heads of Departments, Schools and Colleges offering university undergraduate and graduate bachelor and master degrees and doctorates in art, craft and design.  The Executive is elected at the Annual General Meeting by and from the members of the Council.  The Executive meets regularly and considers issues affecting art and design education, represents and promotes the disciplines as appropriate.

Please let me know if you need further details.

Thank you for the opportunity to make this ACUADS submission.

Yours sincerely,

D.W. Williams

Director

ANU School of Art

Chair, Australian Council of Art & Design Schools (ACUADS)

