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John Broomhead
FINANCE—HIGHER EDUCATION
 As a student in University I get to see the real problems with the drop out rate of Indigenous people, and as a parent with two children in years 4 and 5 in  a public again I get to see the system at work. I also have a sister in University in another area.
The Universities are forcing cost on to student in round about ways, ie it is nothing to print out 35 to 40 pages for a lecture or prac, once these document were printed off and handed to students, now we are expected to print these off at the University as most are posted only an hour or so before lectures.
 

To print off at a University (SCU) is 11 cents per page, cost to print off at OfficeWorks is 4 cents per pages.
 

Yet pur Hec fees and $174 per term union fees get us nothing, their is 170  student in one class,  we have one lecture and two Tutors, every document is posted on the net, that accounts for a massive profit to Universities, yet when I go to a class I have to use computers which take 1.30 to 2 hours to do a task in Geographical Information Systems, our system University connection from home runs at 26.4 Kbps, that speed will not down load the Prime Minister home page, yet I live in the 21 century.

As an Indigenous student I see many student drop out  because of cost, accommodation for black Australian student  is none existent when their father or mother is on a mission they simply do not have the fund to pay. Yet the University can build a new accommodation block for International students, provide books , computers, extra tuition classes in English, None for a black Australian student  who’s second language is English.

Extra charges on student are also out of hand, just this semester I have three units that have extra fee of $40, $23, two camp cost as well as a print figure of over a 1000 pages

I see a VC who get $460,000 a year and a university with bird shit on every pathway of the main Science block, and no fund to clean it off. Every lab is short of equipment and most is older then me. If you want to take a look at one of the very newest facilities go to Coffs Harbour  have a look at just how many books are in the library less then 100, No money to fund the system.

If Australian Indigenous students are to get a fair go you need to do the following:

1. Have a mentor program in Junior schools and not of sports stars but people who children have a hope getting a job like Ass Prof Stephan Schnierer.

2. Provide  accommodation to every Indigenous child in University.

3. provide a full detail list of what the unit is about, it cost its extra cost, and what will be provided and what the student will be expected to print out. 

4. Fund a national In class Junior schools parent reading program

5. provide a two year job in a Government Department where a student can carryout research so the way of life is set.

6. Provide mentoring programs on mission with the 12 to 16 year old children.

7. Have the 12 to 16 year old children attend camp education in other words change their life style before the hope no-hope gets in.

8. Change the system in Universities to help student not burden them with cost

9. Get red of Universities Union fees and  extra Universities charges

10. get rid of Hec fees
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